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Flood havoc down South 
Special Correspondents 

Karnataka death toll 132; some respite in Andhra Pradesh 


Landslip kills 21 near Karwar

Threat from Srisailam reservoir persists
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IN SPATE: National Highway 7, which connects Bangalore and Hyderabad, has vanished under the swollen Krishna near Beechupally in Mahbubnagar district on Saturday. 
Bangalore/Hyderabad: While floods began to recede in Andhra Pradesh, the incessant rain continued to take a heavy toll in Karnataka. 

Torrential rain in Uttara Kannada district triggered a landslip at Kadwad village, near Karwar, killing 21 people on Friday night. With this, the death toll in the State rose to 132, following almost unabated rain in northern and coastal Karnataka over the past six days.

Though the official death toll in Andhra Pradesh was put at 33, a senior official said in Hyderabad: “The danger is not over since 29 villages in Kurnool district and some parts of Mahbubnagar are still marooned. The threat came mainly from the Srisailam reservoir, where the water level touched an unprecedented 896 ft., against the full reservoir level of 885 ft., as a massive 26 lakh cusecs began flowing in.”

Chief Minister K. Rosaiah requested his Karnataka counterpart B.S. Yeddyurappa to impound as much water as possible in the Alamatti and Narayanpur dams to prevent further misery to people in Andhra Pradesh. About 15 districts in both States, including Mahbubnagar, Krishna and Kurnool districts in Andhra Pradesh, have been severely affected.

But in Bangalore, Home Minister V.S. Acharya warned that the situation might worsen with more rain forecast for the next two days. He said: “We are in touch with the Centre for more IAF helicopters and naval boats to rescue the marooned. We will need more of them if the situation worsens in the coming hours.”

Access to flood-hit areas was difficult as the national highways and roads remained cut off.

According to information coming in from Karwar, residents of Kadwad noticed minor landslips on a 600-ft. hillock in the Madibag area on Friday afternoon itself. By evening, the occurrence intensified, sending boulders and mud hurtling down. Many victims were buried under 45 feet of mud. An eyewitness said the slide was stopped eventually by a railway track.

There was some relief in Andhra Pradesh though. Flood waters receded in Kurnool and the temple town of Mantralayam, which lay under 13 feet water till Friday. 

Mr. Yeddyurappa made an unsuccessful attempt to land in a helicopter as scores of pilgrims from his State were stranded in Mantralayam. By afternoon, the backwaters of Srisailam submerged several areas in Mahbubnagar district. An immediate casualty was the Srisailam Right Bank Power House, which was flooded. There was anxiety along the Krishna as Guntur and Krishna districts came under threat from the rising waters. Relief centres were opened in both States and food packets were being distributed and airdropped.
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	Date:04/10/Evacuation gains momentum 
K.N. Murali Sankar 

Island villagers show initial reluctance to move out 


Women offer puja to the ‘river goddess’ urging her to calm down

All island villages likely to be submerged, according to officials



THOTLAVALLURU (Krishna dist.): The evacuation of people of island villages in the Krishna gained momentum in all the low-lying mandals on Saturday as the discharge of flood water from the Prakasam Barrage increased steadily. 

For the 3,785 residents of eight island villages of Thotlavalluru mandal, a country-made boat became the only mode of transportation to reach the world outside. 

Relief camps 
As many as five relief camps were arranged for the evacuees of these island villages, but the turnout was just 100 in the afternoon. Though the people were initially reluctant to leave the islands saying “we have seen many such floods in the past,” they were later convinced by the afternoon when the water level rose alarmingly. 

“The present situation reminds me of the flood of 1998, when all the farm fields were submerged and it took three days for the water to recede,” recollected a 75-year-old Lanka Rama Rao, a farmer. He owns fertile farmlands in Pamullanka and Todelladibba islands, where he sowed sugarcane and turmeric. 

Many villagers reached the banks of the Krishna to watch the river in spate even as women offered pujas to the river by leaving vermilion and turmeric into the water. It was to pray the fiery river goddess to calm down. 

“Flood is not new to us. The officials and the police threatened us to vacate our houses. There is no hope about the standing crop. But, the officials did not give us time at least to pack up our belongings,” said Gunde Subbaiah, a farmer of Pamullanka. As most of the residents were reluctant to vacate their houses, the officials, as a last resort, disconnected power supply to the villages and took the help of the police to evacuate them. 

“The water did not enter our village. But, the officials are saying there will be a sudden increase in the flood by this night. Though we thought of vacating our houses in the night, the officials asked us to vacate it right now, as the boat facility will not be available in the evening,” said Pamula Raghavamma, a resident of Pamullanka. Along with her relatives, who came from Hyderabad, she reached the relief camp arranged in the local high school. 

Though the district administration announced that four power boats and 24 armed personnel would be deputed to Thotlavalluru to evacuate the residents of island villages, the local officials did not take the chance of waiting for them. They commenced the evacuation process with a country-made motor boat. 

The official said all island villages were likely to be submerged either by Saturday night or early hours of Sunday, based on the quantum of discharge. 
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Villagers reluctant to leave their cattle 
Staff Reporter 
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Flood-hit: Villagers moving out of the partially-submerged Adlur village in Mellacheruvu mandal in Nalgonda district on Saturday. – [image: image4.png]



Mellacheruvu (Nalgonda Dist): Even as the heavy discharge of water from Nagarjunasagar dam continued into the downstream areas forcing the authorities to take up evacuation operations on a massive scale, the villagers of the areas vulnerable to submergence in the river’s embankment reeled under the constant fear of losing their properties and cattle on Saturday. 

Their attachment with the cattle was so much so that some of them expressed their reluctance to move to the relief camps leaving behind their cattle at Adlur and Vellatur villages in the mandal. 

Flood waters entered into the two villages situated on the district borders with Guntur. The situation at Adlur turned further intense as the flood water denied road access to the village on Saturday morning. The authorities pressed boats into action to help the villagers move to the relief camp at Tammaram. 

While the officials struggled to convince the reluctant villagers at Adlur, Huzurnagar MLA Captain Uttam Kumar Reddy visited the flood-prone villages and the relief camps in Mellacheruvu and Mattampalli mandals. He counselled the villagers to save their precious lives by moving to the relief camps. The MLA travelled in a boat and assessed the flood situation at Adlur. 

In an effort to instil confidence among the fear stricken villagers, Mr.Reddy interacted with the villagers and had lunch with them at a relief camp at Tammaram. 

“We consider cattle as our wealth and cannot leave them to risk in the village”, said Veera Reddy, a villager of Adlur. Thanks to the blessings of our village goddess, we have survived more intense flood situation along with our cattle in 1998, he recalled.

Responding to the pleas of the villagers, the MLA directed the officials concerned to set up a cattle camp with fodder facility near the flood-prone villages. The officials agreed to operate a cattle camp under the supervision of the staff of the Animal Husbandry Department.
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Water may flow over Srisailam 

Oct 02 2009 

DC Correspondent
Hyderabad

Oct. 2: Unprecedented floods surging in from the swelling Krishna River have put two major reservoirs, Srisailam and Nagarjunasagar, at risk threatening thousands of lives in the state.

As panic spread, the state government issued emergency orders to evacuate Kurnool city, 65 per cent of which has been inundated by the Srisailam backwaters and flooding of Tungabhadra and Handri. 

As a last-ditch effort to save Kurnool, the government also ordered the closure of Sunkesula and Gajuladinne dams preventing inflows. 

About one lakh people are also being evacuated from some areas of Vijayawada which are facing the threat of being marooned as the angry waters submerged houses and streets. Another one lakh people in Krishna and Guntur districts will be evacuated by Saturday. 

The rains and floods have so far killed 27 people but reports from the flood-hit areas indicated that the number would be much high.

Water reached the full reservoir level of 885 feet in Srisailam in the evening and touched 890 ft by 11 pm. The worrying factor is that the discharge capacity of the dam is 13 lakh cusecs against the present inflows of 17 lakh cusecs. The inflows, it is anticipated, will cross 24 lakh cusecs by Friday night.

The 770 MW power generation station on the right side of the reservoir was shut down at 6.30 pm, while the underground 900 MW power house on the left side is still functioning. 

“Water level might cross 893 feet in Srisailam and overflow the reservoir by 11 pm,” said the revenue minister, Mr Dharmana Prasada Rao. 

Flood control officials, however, were hopeful that the level would stabilise at 890 ft which will still be two feet short of the dam’s height of 892 ft.

“The inflows are expected to stabilise at 18 lakh cusecs which is manageable though there will be adverse affect on Kurnool because of the backwaters,” said a senior irrigation department official. 

The situation at Nagarjunasagar and Prakasam barrage was relatively better because of effective flood management.

At least one lakh people in Kurnool city have got stranded in the flood. Rescue operations could not be launched in full swing because of adverse conditions. With water entering houses, thousands of people have taken shelter on rooftops and are crying for help, food and water. 

The Kurnool district collector, Mr Mukesh Meena, was one among those who had to move to safer places along with families.

Several MLAs and ministers got stuck in flood waters while monitoring rescue operations. The district minister, Mr Shilpa Mohan Reddy, left for Nandyal in the night. In Mantralayam, the MLA, Mr Bala Nagi Reddy, was stuck on the rooftop of a house and was seen shouting for help. He also spoke to the Chief Minister, Mr K. Rosaiah.

“Because of unprecedented floods, the situation is grim and worsening every second,” said the Chief Minister in the state capital.. 

The Prime Minister, Dr Manmohan Singh, spoke to Mr Rosaiah and assured Central help. 

The Prime Minister is likely to conduct an aerial survey of the flood-affected areas. Mr Rosaiah and other ministers stayed up all night in the Secretariat to monitor rescue operations. Meanwhile, leaders of all opposition parties arrived at the Secretariat, met the Chief Minister and extended their support.

Flood control officials, however, were hopeful that the level would stabilise at 890 ft which will still be two feet short of the dam’s height of 892 ft.
“The inflows are expected to stabilise at 18 lakh cusecs which is managable though there will be adverse affect on Kurnool because of the backwaters,” said a senior irrigation department official.
The situation at Nagarjunasagar and Prakasam barrage was relatively better because of effective flood management.
At least one lakh people in Kurnool city have got stranded in the flood. Rescue operations could not be launched in full swing because of adverse conditions. With water entering houses, thousands of people have taken shelter on rooftops and are crying for help, food and water.
The Kurnool district collector, Mr Mukesh Meena, was one among those who had to move to safer places along with families.
Several MLAs and ministers got stuck in flood waters while monitoring rescue operations. The district minister, Mr Shilpa Mohan Reddy, left for Nandyal in the night. In Mantralayam, the MLA, Mr Bala Nagi Reddy, was stuck on the rooftop of a house and was seen shouting for help. He also spoke to the Chief Minister, Mr K. Rosaiah.
“Because of unprecendented floods, the situation is grim and worsening every second,” said the Chief Minister in the state capital.
The Prime Minister, Dr Manmohan Singh, spoke to Mr Rosaiah and assured Central help. The Prime Minister is likely to conduct an aerial survey of the flood-affected areas.
Mr Rosaiah and other ministers stayed up all night in the Secretariat to monitor rescue operations. Meanwhile, leaders of all opposition parties arrived at the Secretariat, met the Chief Minister and extended their support.
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Flood toll in AP rises to 26 

Oct 02 2009 

Hyderabad: The flood situation in Andhra Pradesh turned more grim on Friday as the death toll rose to 26, hundreds of people were trapped in flood waters and thousands more were rendered homeless.

The state government has sought help from the army for rescue and relief operations, especially in Kurnool district where Kurnool and Mantralayam towns are marooned. Kurnool town is about 250 km from state capital Hyderabad.

Hundreds of villages in Kurnool, Mahabubnagar, Krishna and Guntur districts were cut off following incessant rain over the last two days under the influence of a low pressure area over the Bay of Bengal.

Krishna and Tungabhadra rivers are reaching danger levels while several rivulets are overflowing, tanks have breached inundating towns and villages in the affected districts.

The flood waters from Srisailam dam across Krishna river has flooded Kurnool town while Tungabhadra waters have gushed into Mantralyam town, which is 120 km from Kurnool town. With water level on the ground rising to five feet, hundreds of people have taken shelter on rooftops in both towns.

The bus station in Mantralayam town is under water while some passengers have climbed on top of the building. Raghuvendraswamy temple has completely drowned, officials said.

Chief Minister K. Rosaiah, who reviewed the situation at an emergency meeting, told reporters that bad weather was hampering rescue and relief operations. "I spoke to defence minister A.K. Antony and sought help for rescue and relief," he said.

The chief minister said while six helicopters including two from Bangalore were ready to take up rescue operations, continuing rain and overcast skies were hampering the efforts. He appealed to people trapped in flood waters not to panic and to wait for help.

The situation may worsen in Kurnool, Mahabubnagar, Nalgonda, Krishna and Guntur districts as the water levels in Krishna, Tungabhadra were increasing every hour following heavy rain upstream in neighbouring Karnataka.

The chief minister has asked all district collectors to remain on high alert as weather experts have forecast more rain over the next two days. According to Visakhapatnam Cyclone Warning Centre, heavy rain under the impact of the low pressure area was likely in north coastal Andhra, Telangana and Rayalaseema regions.
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Lakhs of people reel under unprecedented floods 
Special Correspondent 
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PROMPT ACTION: Rescue team shifts a flood victim to safety in Kurnool on Friday. 
HYDERABAD: Unprecedented floods in the Krishna river basin in Andhra Pradesh on Friday heaped misery on lakhs of people in Kurnool and Mahabubnagar districts forcing the government to seek the help of the Army and the Navy. 

The entire State administration from the Secretariat downwards remained on tenterhooks as further danger was ahead. The Central Water Commission forecast that the inflows to Srisailam would go up to an enormous level of 20 lakh cusecs, the highest in history by Saturday morning, posing a threat to villages on the banks of Krishna not only in Kurnool and Mahabubnagar, but also in Nalgonda, Guntur and Krishna districts.

Kurnool, a city with a population of nearly five lakh, bore the brunt of the flood fury as water reached the first storey of several buildings. There were heart-rending scenes of people frantically seeking assistance to rescue them, but the government did not have sufficient number of boats or men to help them. It is estimated that about 40,000 people had taken shelter on the rooftops. 

Much of the misery was caused by Tungabhadra and Handri rivers, tributaries of the Krishna, which rose menacingly throughout the day bringing Kurnool and Mantralayam, the seat of Raghavendra Swamy Mutt, under a sheet of water. Several places in Mantralayam were under ten feet of water and the temple pontiff Swami Sushmendra was among the 15,000 odd people stranded in the town.

The floods inundated about 100 villages in Kurnool and Mahabubnagar districts. Many of them lay completely submerged while traffic on the Hyderabad-Bangalore National Highway 7 came to a grinding halt as the road breached near Beechupally, between Jadcherla and Kurnool. 

Admitting that the situation was grim, Chief Minister K. Rosaiah said 30 relief camps had been opened in Kurnool to provide food and shelter to at least 25,000 people rendered homeless. At least 30 people were killed in the floods during the past four days. 

In Mahabubnagar district, about 50 villages were marooned and one of the four IAF helicopters, requisitioned by the government, rescued 15 students trapped in a swollen stream in a daring operation. Two of the choppers were grounded in Kurnool for want of fuel which was being brought by road from Bangalore.

The Sunkesula barrage across the Tungabhadra breached at two places as it could not discharge the massive flood, while a bund of Gajuladinne project developed a 500-metre wide breach.

Mr. Rosaiah and Revenue Minister D. Prasada Rao, who reviewed the situation several times during the day, said that apart from seeking help of the Army, they had requisitioned personnel of the Disaster Management Response Force from Aarakonam in Tamil Nadu, an AN-32 transport aircraft, 30 inflatable boats and an equal number of fibreglass boats .

A high alert has been sounded in Nalgonda, Guntur and Krishna districts as the discharge from Nagarjunasagar dam is expected to reach 8 lakh cusecs by Saturday. About 3 lakh people in vulnerable villages and the island habitations in the Krishna are being shifted to safer places in what officials claimed was one of the largest and quickest evacuation exercise.
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Flood warnings not taken seriously 
D. Sreenivasulu 

CWC predicted unprecedented flood in Tungabhadra 
‘Flood to break previous record of 1992 when waters reached 15..8 metres at Mantralayam’

‘Present flood crossed 16.5 metres, washing away CWC station itself in the early hours’



KURNOOL: An apathetic approach to a professional advice has cost the district administration dearly in handling the biggest ever crisis. 

Soon after piecing together the rainfall data from different stations of the Central Water Commission (CWC) along the Tungabhadra river, Sub-divisional Engineer B. Chandran , realising the impending danger, rushed to District Collector M. K. Meena on Friday evening with a report that the river was going to receive unprecedented flood, the largest ever in the living memory. The CWC staff predicted that the present flood was going to break the previous record of 1992 when the flood waters reached 15.8 meters at Mantralayam. 

Individual spirit 
The present flood level was anticipated to cross 16.5 meters. However, the flood proved even the CWC wrong with level crossing 16.5 meters and washing away CWC station in the early hours. 

It was triumph of individual spirit over the biggest human tragedy. With no help coming, many people faced the situation bravely and wriggled to safety by using tubes, tyres, wooden planks and whatever means they found. A group of 20 individuals, half of them women, took shelter in the Uttaradhi Math temple considering it a safe place. As the flood water engulfed the first storey of the building, the victims grew nervous and sought help. As the water started entering the first floor, well-known astrologer Ramamurthy Acharyulu went up the iron ladder and helped them to safety. 

City Mayor S. Raghurami Reddy and MLA T.G. Venkatesh were confined to their houses throughout the day as flood waters encircled their houses in Narsingraopet. They were helped to safety in the evening. Kotla Suryaprakasa Reddy and his wife Sujathamma left their home at Riverview Colony yesterday itself and shifted to a hotel.

Prominent citizen of Kurnool, K.C. Kalkura who was seen going round the affected areas in the morning found his own house engulfed by the swirling waters. 

Praja Rajyam leader D. Vishnuvardhan Reddy kept helping his followers by advising over phone. At the end of the day, his house in Nehrunagar was surrounded by flood. He escaped at the last minute by climbing over the wall and running to safety.

The flood estimates went awry after the gauge station at Mantralayam was washed away. The staff which moderated the flood at Sunkesula was also caught in the swirling waters when the flood bank at reservoir breached. 
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Cotton crop submerged in several areas 
G. Ravikiran 

As the lands are low-lying, water-logging is a perennial problem, say farmers 
— PHOTO: CH. VIJAYA BHASKAR 
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Colossal loss: Cotton fields under a sheet of water at Paritala in Krishna district on Thursday. 
KANCHIKACHARLA: Knee-deep flood water entered the low-lying cotton fields spread over large tracts of land in several villages in Nandigama Assembly constituency, following heavy rains and water logging in the past two days.

Farmers, who already bore the brunt of a delayed agricultural season this year, received yet another blow due to the submergence of their cotton crop in the villages Paritala, Damuluru, Gani Atkuru and so on. 

On Thursday, some fields presented a picture of a lake with floods caused by heavy rains becoming stagnant there.

The woes of the farmers and sudden floods was attributed to gushing of backwaters from the Krishna river, which received heavy inflows in the past few days due to rains in its upper as well as intermediate catchment.

G. Rama Rao, a farmer residing in Paritala, said on Thursday that the entire cotton crop cultivated by him in the land near National Highway-5 was completely damaged and there was no way it could be salvaged. 

The grief-stricken farmer had no clue when the flood water would subside so that he would be able to make alternative arrangements.

Farmers said water logging had been a recurring problem in the areas located nearer to the Krishna, especially when heavy inflows into the river coincided with the heavy rains locally. 

As the lands are low-lying, water logging has always been become a constant threat, even as farmers pin their hopes only on the river to recede enough to provide them relief from floodwaters.

While cotton has been damaged in hundreds of acres in Paritala area, the damage is relatively less in G. Kondur area. A few fields in Kuntamukkala area were submerged following the heavy rains. 

The Kondavagu, which was in spate for a day, too wreaked havoc to some extent in some adjoining agriculture fields.

Flood waters in the Kondavagu rivulet affected traffic between Ibrahimpatnam and Mylavaram on Wednesday night , but receded by Thursday morning. 

A few streams along the road overflowed during the night with the normalcy returning by the morning.

© Copyright 2000 - 2009 The Hindu



	


--- On Sat, 10/3/09
 [image: image10.png]


 
Officials failed to spot surge 
By By Our Correspondent 

Oct 03 2009 

Hyderabad, Oct. 2: Experts have said that the threat to major dams in the state could have been avoided had the Srisailam dam officials started emptying the impounded 263 TMC ft of water into Nagarjuna Sagar two days ago in anticipation of the heavy inflows. 

Unprecedented floods in the Krishna river are sending unprecedented volumes of water into the Srisailam dam, posing a threat to its safety.

The inflows touched 17 lakh cusecs by Friday night and could reach 24 lakh cusecs by Saturday. The authorities are clueless on how to manage the situation without compromising the safety of the structure.

Two gates on the extreme left and right side of the dam have not been opened during the last several years because of fears about the safety of the structure. 

Because of the heavy inflows, gate no. 1 on the left side of the dam has been opened for the first time. And authorities are still worrying over opening gate no. 12 on the right side fearing submergence of the right bank power house and the ghat road from Srisailam and Hyderabad.

“We have never operated Gate No. 12 of the dam,” said Mr Nagaraju, deputy executive engineer of the dam. Srisailam has a previous history of maximum flood discharge of only seven lakh cusecs in 1968 and 1998. However, it was designed for a maximum discharge of 12 lakh cusecs. At the most, it can discharge 15 lakh cusecs from two power houses and the Pothireddypadu head regulator and by using facilities for emergency flood discharge.

Mr Chander Rao, the Prakasam dam superintending engineer, said the flood discharge from the barrage this time too would be between 15 to 17 lakh cusecs. The maximum flood discharge recorded in Prakasam barrage has been 10.6 lakh cusecs in 1903 and the next big quantum was 9.3 lakh cusecs in 1998.

The barrage has 70 flood gates for a maximum flood discharge of 12 lakh cusecs. 

Nagarjunasagar was designed with a capacity to release 13 lakh cusecs. It can manage to discharge another four lakh cusecs bringing the total discharge to 17 lakh. As of now, it will be very difficult to increase the discharge of the dams.

--- On Sat, 10/3/09
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Navy teams to help out, Army stuck 

By By Our Correspondent 

Oct 03 2009 

Visakhapatnam/ Hyderabad, Oct. 2: Following a request from the state government, eight comprehensive Navy diving teams — comprising 25 personnel along with associated technical support elements — from the Eastern Naval Command have been pressed into service for rescue and relief operations in Kurnool, Mahbubnagar and Krishna districts. They will join the other teams already taking part in rescue operations.

Meanwhile, at least 300 Army personnel and 30 personnel of the Disaster Management Response Force, with eight boats, could not reach Kurnool as the Army vehicles carrying them from Hyderabad was stranded on the National Highway at Beechupally.

The Rayalaseema IGP, Mr R.P. Thakur, said, “The situation is bad here and thousands are stranded. We are unable to carry out the rescue operation as no motorised boats are available. The national highway is submerged under seven-feet water and all Army vehicles are stranded there.”
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Evacuation of residents begins 
Staff Reporter 

Discharge may cross the three-lakh cusec mark, say irrigation officials 


A flood monitoring cell established

About 40,000 people to be shifted





	- 
People evacuated from the Krishna river bank being given food at a rehabilitation shelter opened in Municipal Corporation High School, in Patamatalanka in the city on Friday . 
VIJAYAWADA: With the residents of the areas on the banks of the Krishna from Bhavanipuram to Ramalingeswara Nagar in the city reluctant to move to rehabilitation shelters, the officials on Friday decided to move them out if necessary by force, keeping in view the unprecedented flood discharge being forecast. The flood discharge from Prakasam Barrage at 9.30 p.m. was put at 1.12 lakh cusecs, while the Irrigation officials estimated that the discharge would cross the three-lakh-cusec mark past midnight.

The district authorities listed 12 mandals, including some upstream the barrage and others downstream, as the ones that would have to be on alert for the next 24 hours or more.

The mandals that have been put on alert are Jaggayyapeta, Nandigama, Kanchikacharla, Ibrahimpatnam, Penamaluru, Kankipadu, Vuyyuru, Thotlavalluru, Ghantasala, Mopidevi, Challapalli and Avanigadda.

The staff of the Vijayawada Municipal Corporation began making appeals through the public address system to people to move to the rehabilitation shelters, while the police personnel joined them in canvassing from door to door. While some rehabilitation centres started functioning with people making a beeline for food, many residents of the river bank were in no mood to listen to these cautions even after the visit of Ministers K. Parthasarothy, P. Ramachandra Reddy, District Collector Peeyush Kumar, Municipal Commissioner P.S. Pradyumna, Police Commissioner K.V. Rajendranath Reddy and others. 

Rehab shelters 
In the face of “reluctance” of the locals, the officials felt that evacuation should be completed by Friday night at any cost. 

The VMC opened 28 rehabilitation shelters to shift about 40,000 people from various localities abutting the river. 

The officials of the Corporation, revenue and police departments were deputed to each shelter. Food, water and medical facilities were provided at the shelters. Cattle shelters were opened too, and about 350 cattle were shifted into the shelter at Patamatalanka. 

The Corporation opened a control room with phone number 0866-2426103. Anybody could seek or provide information about the flood and related problems. 

A flood monitoring cell has also been established to provide information about the water levels in the river. 

Mr. Peeyush Kumar said that the services of former Vijayawada Irrigation Circle Superintending Engineer T. Sivaji had been requisitioned to monitor the flood at the barrage and areas along the river in the district. 

Those interested in getting information should call 9642012222. 

While the people living on the bund and in the riverbed would be shifted by Friday night, another 1.2 lakh people living in colonies from Padmavathi ghat to Ramalingeswara Nagar, including Krishnalanka, Ranadive Nagar, Metla Bazaar, Ranigarithota, Police colony and other areas by Saturday afternoon, as the flood water is expected to cross 10 lakh cusecs by then. 

About 40,000 people living in Bhavanipuram, Karakatta, AP Tourism, Kummaripalem, Bhramarambapuram, Tarakarama Nagar, Bhupesh Gutpa Nagar and Ramalingeswara Nagar and other areas of municipal divisions 14, 15, 16, 22, 23, and 24 were to be shifted to safer places. 

The shelters include Pandit Nehru Bus Station (PNBS), Montessori School (opposite AIR), Bishop Azaraiah School (near Red circle), IGMC stadium complex, Sidhartha academy, Krishnaveni Public School (Patamata), NSM School (Patamata), VMC High School (Patamata), ZP Girls High School (Patamatalanka), DSM High School (Vidyadharapuram), PSM Girls School, SPSMC Urdu School, Shadikhana, Bhavanipuram, Kondaveeti Academy Kalyanamantapam, and Sri Arthur Cotton School.
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Correspondent 

Extensive damage caused to property and crops; three dead, six missing 

Waterlogged: Several houses in Kurivinisetty Colony and Hanumanpur in Mahabubnagar town were inundated on Thursday. 
MAHABUBNAGAR: A day after the successful rescue mission of five students from the Dundubi rivulet, fourteen students from Veltoor and Achampet villages were trapped in the same rivulet in Uppanunthala mandal on Thursday.

The fourteen students from two villages went to watch the overflowing rivulet in the morning. The fate of these students is still hanging in a balance, as the district administration could not take the help of IAF choppers due to inclement weather. Authorities are trying other alternate rescue operations and food arrangements but these operations were suspended due to fading light in the evening.

Authorities said that the students were safe on a small island and were communicating through their mobile phones. It is said that the rescue operations would commence on Friday morning. 

Meanwhile, incessant rain that are lashing the district since three days have wreaked havoc and caused extensive damage to property and crop, besides human and animal causalities. 

Three persons – Soma Shekaraiah of Manganoor, Buchaiah of Yedira and Suvarna of Jedcherla mandal died in a wall collapse incidents. 

Six persons are missing – Aqeel, 20 and Shahbaz, 18 in Jadcherla mandal, one person in Perur village of Devarkadra mandal, two in Balanagar mandal- who are suspected to have been washed away in flooded streams. As many as 995 houses have collapsed and 7,079 houses partially damaged. 

As the Erragunta tank in the district headquarters town of Mahabubnagar overflowed with flood waters, the houses in the Kurivinisetty Colony, Hanumanpur and other colonies have been inundated. Residents had to wade in knee-deep waters to reach the main thoroughfares. District Collector K. Damayanthi visited these colonies and the overflowing tank area and instructed the officials to provide all assistance to the residents.

This apart, an electric substation in Peddamandadi mandal got burnt down when rainwater entered the substation. 

A road bridge was partially damaged at Gummadam village of Pebbair mandal due to which road communication was cut off with surrounding villages. Majority of the roads in the district were damaged affecting the traffic flow in various mandals. 

Officials informed that 181 irrigation sources were breached and 6,718 acres of crops inundated. The Collector said that over 10 relief camps were setup in the district in which over 10,000 people are taking shelter.

She instructed revenue, police, irrigation, panchayatraj, agriculture and animal husbandry officials not to take holiday on Gandhi Jayanti (October 2). 

However, the incessant rain brought heavy inflows to Sarala Sagar project, which works on Siphon system. The project gates get opened automatically after the water level reaches the maximum tank capacity. Following the heavy inflows, water was released from the project after a gap of almost seven years.
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Date:02/10/2009 
Moves on to shift people to safer places 
Staff Reporter 

Krishna river in spate, 43 crest gates of barrage raised by a foot 
— PHOTO: CH. VIJAYA BHASKAR 
[image: image16.jpg]



In full flow: Water gushes out of the crest gates of Prakasam Barrage in Vijayawada on Thursday. 
VIJAYAWADA: The Vijayawada Municipal Corporation is making arrangements to shift the families living on the banks of the Krishna, from Bhupesh Gupta Nagar near Padmavathi Ghat to Ramalingeswara Nagar, in view of the expected release of large quantities of flood water from Prakasam Barrage. 

Addressing a press conference here on Thursday, Municipal Commissioner P.S. Pradyumna said that nearly 2,000 families would have to be evicted if large volumes of flood water were released. He said that the Irrigation officials were expecting an inflow of 3 lakh cusecs into Prakasam Barrage by Friday evening on account of heavy discharges from Nagarjuna Sagar and Srisailam dams. About 2,000 families would have to be shifted from Padmavathi ghat to Ramalingeswara Nagar if 3 lakh cusecs of water was released. 

The Commissioner said that 6 lakh to 8 lakh cusecs of flood water was expected to be received into the Barrage. In the event of which, 15,000 families would have to be evicted. Arrangements were being made to shift 15,000 families, if necessary. As many as 10 rehabilitation shelters would be opened in the city. 

Problematic areas 
Referring to inundation of roads, he said the VMC identified three sectors as problematic areas that frequently face the problem of inundation. The areas identified were Moghalrajapuram, Satyanarayanapuram and One Town. The Corporation would take up immediate remedial measures in Moghalrajapuram and Satyanarayanapuram. The Corporation had hired the services of Hyderabad-based R.V. Associates to study the problem in One Town. The consultant would suggest possible solutions to outfall drains problem in One Town, depending on which the Corporation would take necessary measures, he said.

The drain near Andhra Loyola College would be widened to solve the problem in Moghalrajpuram sector, and drains in Satyanarayanapuram would be developed to solve the problem in that sector. While it would require Rs. 60 lakh to Rs. 70 for addressing the problem in Moghalrajpuram, about Rs. 16 lakh would be necessary for Satyanarayanapuram area. For One Town, an initial estimate of Rs. 8 crore to 10 crore was made. 

Accurate estimates could be made only after the consultant submitted report, he said.

In spate 
The Krishna river is in spate with the tail pond of Prakasam Barrage and the Srisailam reservoir receiving flood waters for the first time this year. 

The Vijayawada Irrigation Circle authorities had to raise 43 of the 70 crest gates at the barrage by one foot to release a surplus of 31,000 cusecs on Thursday. 

An inflow of 5.1 lakh cusecs was received by Srisailam reservoir that was already up to the brim, forcing the authorities to release 5.4 lakh cusecs at 6 a.m. on Thursday. 

Kondaveeti Vagu from Guntur district and other streams and brooks that join the river downstream Nagarjuna Sagar Project were in spate because of the rain.

In view of the rain forecast and other related developments, the VMC opened a control room in the Corporation. Information could be provided or accessed by calling 2426103.
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More rains to wreak havoc 

Hyderabad, Oct. 2: With the weathermen predicting “very heavy rains” in the state, including the Rayalaseema, and neighbouring Karnataka to continue on Saturday as well, immediate relief from the flood seems unlikely.

According to the forecast by the Indian Meteorological Centre (IMD), many areas are expected to receive more than 13 cm of downpour. 

The well-marked low pressure area over west-central Bay of Bengal persisted on Friday night. According to the Met officials, there will be rain or thunder showers in many parts of coastal Andhra in the next 48 hours. 

In Kurnool and Mahbubnagar districts, hundreds of habitations were completely destroyed due to unprecedented rainfall in the catchment areas of the Tungabhadra and Krishna rivers in the past 48 hours. 

According to officials, apart from Kurnool and Mahbubnagar, Guntur, Krishna, Visakhapatnam, Vizianagaram, Anantapur, Warangal and Adilabad districts witnessed heavy rain fall. Some areas received up to 26 cm of rainfall. 

Yemmiganur of Kurnool district received 26 cm rainfall. Holagunda of the same district was also inundated with 19 cm of rainfall. Sompeta of Srikakulam district received 17 cm which is highest in the season. Cheepurupalli of Vizianagaram district and Anakapalle of Visakhapatnam were also flooded. 

The situation, it is feared, may turn worse as more rains are expected in upstream of Krishna in Karnataka. Moreover, the well-marked low pressure over west-central Bay of Bengal will bring rain in many places in the Coastal Andhra districts. 

The high tide in Bay of Bengal on Sunday will also add to the woes. “On Sunday, there will be high tide due to pournami (full moon). The sea level will rise by 1.5 meters. This will further slow down the discharge of flood waters into sea,” a senior official of the irrigation department said in Vijayawada. 

On Sunday, six lakh cusecs of water from the Prakasam barrage will be discharged into the Bay of Bengal. 

“There will be a delay of five to six hours in flow at the Krishna estuary,” the official said. 

--- On Sat, 10/3/09
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60% of Kurnool submerged 

By By Our Correspondent 

Oct 03 2009 

Kurnool, Oct. 2: Gripped by fear, people climbed on top of the buildings as the Tungabhadra and Handri rivers inundated many colonies in Kurnool city on Friday. The city is 60 per cent submerged. Traffic movement too was disrupted. People living in high er areas were relatively safe.

The officials have been issuing alerts and evacuating people in trucks, autorickshaws and 108 vehicles.

Meanwhile, the communication network snapped in the city went kaput with the cellphone tower representatives taking away equipment to minimise damage. This city has never seen such floods in the past.

--- On Sat, 10/3/09 

Saturn blamed for calamity 

By By Our Correspondent 

Oct 03 2009 

Hyderabad, Oct. 2: Exactly a month after YSR’s demise, the state has once again witnessed more tragedy. On both occasions Kurnool has been a silent spectator to nature’s fury. 

Astrologers blame the planetary positions for this. According to an astro-psychologist, Mr S.V. Nagnath, planetary positions on September 2, when YSR’s chopper crashed, and October 2 were similar. While the planet Moon was in Makara Rasi on September 2, it was in Kumba Rasi on October 2.. Interestingly, both Makara and Kumba are ruled by Saturn, which moved into the Kanya Rasi (Virgo). 

Mr Nagnath said, “Virgo signifies Earth and Nature and Saturn influences chemical changes. So there is a clear indication of major changes taking place in the Earth’s crust. Natural calamities are likely to continue for three more months as the Saturn entered from the Simha Rasi to Kanya Rasi which is symbolised by the Earth.” 

When Saturn, the cosmic consciousness ruler-planet, changes its position from one rasi to another, it causes natural calamities. “According to a common perception, the planet Sani is considered to give bad results. But the underlying reason is that Saturn causes trouble to help us understand life better,” he added. 

Mr J.U.B. Shastry of the Parasara Institute of Astrological Studies said: “People are going to face the nature’s fury because of debilitation of four planets — Jupiter, Venus, Sun and Moon. The pre-debilitation’s impact is the root cause of the floods.”

