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If we were to win one of the €1,000 grants we would use it to buy one or two new plastic sheds with shelves for the area containing our blind and special need residents. Currently we are home to approximately 15 blind cats plus 6 or 7 “special friends”. The special guys need a little more care than our other residents, which is why they are kept together with our blind residents. We have closed off a smaller section of our sanctuary and closed in the roof to make sure that our cats are as secure as possible. The cats in this area get on very well and love snuggling up together for a well earned sleep. The only thing missing is somewhere roomy and safe to do this.  Currently we are using a number of second hand donated plastic kennels for their sleeping areas. Please don’t misinterpret us, these are fine and we are very grateful for the generous donation of them. However, if we could, we would prefer to provide them with one or two larger communal areas with doors that can keep them warm and dry in the winter and safe and cool in the summer; where they can snuggle up together and dream beautiful dreams. 

We have placed these sheds in most of our other areas but don’t currently have enough funds to purchase any new ones. This wasn’t so much of a concern until recently as we only completed the new area for the blind residents in the summer of 2010. Now however, we do need to find a better solution for these guys. One of their biggest issues is familiarity of their area. We try as much as possible to keep everything in the same place; food bowls, water bowls and kennels. However as hard as we try we can’t make it exactly the same every time which is an additional reason why it would be beneficial for our cats to have one or two larger sleeping areas. By replacing the multiple smaller kennels with the sheds we would be reducing the number of permanent fixtures in the area making it easier to memorize the area. In addition food and water stations would be placed both inside and outside of the sheds always in the same place to make things easier for all and bedding would remain in a static place again reducing the stress on our cats. 

The problem with the smaller kennels is that sometimes they do move (even slightly). For us that’s not a problem, for a blind cat that has just memorized the layout of his new home even a couple of centimeters the wrong way can leave him feeling confused, hurt and insecure. These cats for us are already more vulnerable than others which is why it’s so important for us to give them as much as they need to feel secure and happy.

Please find attached photos of our cats, their area and the sheds.
