ANTI POISON
The most used poisons in Eresos are : A. Pesticides and B. Rat Poison
A.
Pesticides


90 % of the animals we find are poisoned with pesticides – the antidote is Atropine

Symptoms:

Mild Poisoning
1. Sweating 

2. Tremors of tongue and eyelids 

3. Excessive constriction of pupils of the eye 

4. Tearing 

5. Excessive salivation and other respiratory tract secretions 

Moderate Poisoning
1. Vomiting 

2. Tearing 

3. Slow pulse

4. Uncontrollable muscle tremors 

5. Earlier symptoms become more severe 

Severe Poisoning
1. Unconsciousness 

2. Diarrhea 

3. Pinpoint and non-reactive pupils 

4. Loss of reflexes 

5. Loss of sphincter control 

6. Coma 

7. Convulsions 

8. Cyanosis 

9. Death

Animals poisoned with pesticides should have prompt and aggressive therapy. For extreme symptoms of organophosphate poisoning veterinarians usually administer atropine until atropinization (dryness of mouth and dilation of pupil) is reached. 
Usual doses : 1 ml / 5kg. Repeated doses may be required. 
Generally, atropine lowers the parasympathetic activity of all muscles and glands regulated by the parasympathetic nervous system. This occurs because atropine is a competitive antagonist of the muscarinic acetylcholine receptors (Acetylcholine is the main neurotransmitter used by the parasympathetic nervous system). Therefore, it may cause swallowing difficulties and reduced secretions
In some cases the reaction to atropine is so strong that only valium helps.
(When the pulse and the brain actitvity don’t slow down)

Usual doses: 1 ml / 10 kg
B. Rat Poison
There are several types of rat poisons available. The traditional products (and best known) are called anticoagulant rodenticides
Symptoms
Anticoagulant rodenticides cause internal bleeding. Most of the time, external bleeding is not obvious and you only notice the pet is weak and/or cold. If you look at the gums, they are pale. Sometimes bloody urine or stool is evident or nose bleeds may be seen.  Signs of bleeding in more than one body location are a good hint that there is a problem with blood coagulation and appropriate testing and treatment can be started. 

Anticoagulant rodenticides do not produce signs of poisoning for several days after the toxic dose has been consumed.
How Does Rat Poison Work?
In cases of poisoning one would expect symptoms to be nearly immediate, but in the case of anticoagulant rodenticide poisoning it takes several days to deplete Vitamin K. After that, even the smallest of jostles and traumas can lead to life-threatening bleeds.

Therapy -- If the patient has only just ingested the poison, he or she may be made to vomit it up.  You can give Hydrogen peroxide or salty water by mouth to help induce vomiting.  

Give full strength (3%) hydrogen peroxide by mouth at a dosage of 1 tablespoon (15cc) per 15 to 20 pounds of body weight, or syrup of ipecac (follow label directions) 
The antidote for Rat Poison is Vitamin K. Usual doses: 1 ml / 10 kg

Vitamin K is generally started as an injection and when the patient is stable, tablets are prescribed. Blood transfusions may be needed to stabilize a patient who has suffered significant blood loss if the poisoning was not found until later.
IN CASE OF RAT POISONING I SUGGEST IT’S BEST TO GO TO A VET, BECAUSE WE ARE OFTEN TOO LATE TO GIVE THE RIGHT TREATMENT
The injections
 You can buy atropine and vitamine K at the pharmacy or from the vet - in plastic or glass ampules (0,5 or 1 ml)
