August 2010, text only

LOG-BOOK: 

News about Greece is in blue.

All patients mentioned below one can find back in our monthly report.

August 1st:  all patients were still alive early this morning; even the baby Zebra-finch !! The Kestrel from Chíos is still vomiting the given food and the thick foot, in spite of the used therapy, remains thick. We have with colored footrings transferred to the pigeon-cage in “The Keep” 2 Pigeons: 10-127 (June 19th) and 10-146 (July 11th). The “ruined” Pigeon (10-160; July 30th) is having a swollen belly > so “some-where” inside an air-sack has a rupture and this worsens badly the prognosis. In the siesta the airco-technician could repair (for the time being in any case) the problem over there and we know now as well how to start the airco. Is quite necessary as well, because it almost was 34 °Centigrade !! At 4.30 p.m. both juvenile Scop’s Owls had their “Last Supper” before their leaving later this evening to their “Mount of Olives”. However, we hope for another result than of old . . . . !! At 6.45 p.m. still 3 Austrian visitors from Langerzersdorf (A).

Release: 

at 28.26 p.m. we have released the red juvenile Scop’s Owl (10-104; June 9th) (1)  and at 8.28 p.m. the green (10-109; June 10th). (2) .

At 11.14 p.m. still a phone-call from Vasiliká about (probably) a Barn Owl with wing-problems > we’re going to take this bird tomorrow-morning.

August 2nd:  no victims early this morning. At 8.23 a.m. a phone-call from Vasiliká about the Barn Owl: seems to have escaped last night from the cardboard-box and now being “somewhere” in the store-room. If the guy finds the bird, he’ll come and bring it himself. Today the weekly meat-cutting-day and in total there had to be processed 15,235 kilo (for 102,02 Euro; total now this year 584,974 kilo for 3937,02 Euro), which happened by Ineke & Janice with for the first time reinforcement by Lisa Welstead. We had to move-over the Papyrus-plant in the courtyard of the House-next-door to ground-level in a new and bigger basin: a) the old basin was broke and was leaking, and b) it was barring the stairs in such a way that visitors had to choose in between climbing through the sticky rose-tree or through the Papyrus. They called us that the Barn Owl was found and that they should meet us at the cross-road to Achladerí > so we picked-up the bird which was in our hands at 1.45. See further at PALE BARN OWL. Meanwhile someone phoned us from Mytiléne about a bird with the seize of a pigeon, but not being a pigeon neither a bird of prey > will be sent with the coach of 6.45 p.m. At 4.25 p.m. the baby-Zebra-finch (10-161; July 31st) suddenly died in our hands. At 7.30 p.m. we picked-up from the coach the announced “Enigmatical” bird > see further at . . . . PIGEON !!

August 3rd:  all patients were still alive early this morning. The Long-legged Buzzard was, after being fed for the last time, transferred to the buzzard-aviary at 6.10 a.m. The Pale Barn Owl from yesterday is booked in the graphics as “Snow-white Barn Owl”. The thick foot of the Kestrel from Chíos is diminishing !! Quite a huge injury on the left knee of the little Pigeon of yesterday-evening we had to stitch. At a certain moment two very little children came at our doorstep with within their hands a young Sparrow, they proudly want to give us. Only: the Sparrow was . . . . very cold, very stiff and very dead . . . . !! We didn’t dare to tell them so and have praised them into heavens. They were given a sticker as well.  For today and tomorrow we have again a yellow weather-alert due to expected high temperatures. After the siesta the thermometer had reached a good 33 °Centigrade. We have seen the juvenile Long-legged Buzzard taking an extended bath.

August 4th:  no victims early this morning. The new Long-legged Buzzard has spent her first night “out” quite well > now only seeing her eating !! The little Pigeon from the day before yesterday is eating quite well on it’s own. The thermometer stuck last night at 27 °Centigrade. For “Spitz” we bended a new split which should give the foot more support and is forcing it in a better position. We made a small hole in the swollen abdomen of the Pigeon (10-160; July 30th) and heaps of air could escape. The fracture-injury of the snow-white Pale Barn Owl isn’t smelling badly !! In any case there are no maggots. The swollen foot of the Kestrel from Chíos is becoming more and more normal; however how the function will be we must wait and see. In the siesta the thermometer reached 35 °Centigrade and this kind of weather will last for the days to come . . . . !! “Spitz” is having now and then (especially during the feedings) a kind of “convulsions” during which he is taking a stand, is keeping the jaws firmly closed and the pupils are wide open . . . . ??

August 5th:  and again the thermometer stopped at 27 °Centigrade last night !! The Pigeon, on which we performed a punction of the abdomen yesterday, was this morning still quite a lot slimmed !! The new splint around the hanging foot of “Spitz” we have removed, because it caused him more trouble than profit. We have checked again the leg-injury of the Pigeon mentioned above, but the leg is deformated permanently in such a way that amputation will be the only solution. When he/she has strengthened a bit more we’ll do so. Releasable he/she is most probably not more anymore thereafter, but a protected life in the pigeon-cage in “The Keep” can be reality. We received two Dutch visitors. With quite a blanket of clouds it became 33 °Centigrade > so very oppressive !! We have sent a shed orange eye-tooth from “Spitz” to Holland for examinations. At 16.11 p.m. a phone-call from Mytiléne about a bird (Night-Jar ??) with a fractured wing > will be brought tomorrow-morning. And meanwhile we have received already pictures of this bird, which made an end to a discussion over here: indeed a Night-Jar and no Swift !! This is the first time in our year-long history we have seen a patient already before we have it in our hands.

August 6th:  and again the thermometer didn’t fall lower as 27 °Centigrade and we still have a yellow weather-alert due to high temperatures !! All patients were still alive this morning, but in the cage of the Eagle Owls a young rat was desperately treading water in the water-basin over there > so was promoted into owl-fodder . . . . For the first time during his stay here, “Spitz” has been fed with normal meat in stead of minced meat > is as well more easy for us to feed and less spill. At 9.45 a.m. arrived the Nightjar > see at SOUTHERN NIGHTJAR. The bearer was guided around as well. In the siesta the thermometer rose until 34 °Centigrade and for the days to come this will remain the same or even worse . . . . !! After the siesta first 2 Dutch visitors and thereafter another 4.

August 7th:  and again waking-up soaking-wet in an oppressive 27 °Centigrade !! This heat has consequences as well for the animals, because there is eaten quite badly. The Nightjar was 59 (+8) gram. We have discovered what’s exactly wrong with the right leg of Pigeon 10-160 (July 30th) > there is a dislocation of the haunch-joint which is already soo old that after reposition the thy is pussing back in the wrong position > so the capsulae articularia are already deformed. So this will be an amputation. The injury in the breast showed to have been caused by an air-gun-pellet > as well the inshot- as the outshot-hole were discovered under a dirty thick crust > stitched after dead tissue was removed. With lots of troubles (he evidently didn’t like it !!) we could clean the injury-surrounding of the wing-fracture of the snow-white Pale Barn Owl and remove dirty feathers and dead tissue > he has now a double hanging cast to give the fracture the good position. We’re already some day in contact with Julie in Eftaloú about one of the stray cats she is taking care of (and which we have already neutered in the past: September 27th 2007), and which should have ear-problems. This was soo bad yesterday, that the cat will be sent by taxi this morning. And the cat was here at 10.25 a.m. > see further at SHE-CAT “Molly”. The driver was showed around as well. During the siesta the thermometer rose until above 34 °Centigrade and for the present there will come no end yet to this misery . . . . !! The forecasts for next week are temperatures till almost  40 °Centigrade !! We have detected on the left eye of the old (orange) Barn Owl (08-144) a strange bulb which had grown on the eyeball . . . . !!

August 8th:  the weather is still the same early in the morning as the past days: warm (27 °Centigrade) and oppressive !! The Nightjar was 64 (+5) gram. Towards nightfall we’re releasing the Pale Barn Owl (10-147) in the deserted houslet. Checking the ears of “Molly” it showed she has a hernia of the cicatrice from the surgery in 2007 > so we’ll “repair” that tomorrow as well. A whole “relative-family” of cockroaches (12 !!) which had taken swimming-lessons in the water-deposit of the Aviary but of which no-one had passed the tests, has found the way to the wide-open teared mouth of the Nightjar, for which it was the pity not more had failed . . !

We received two Dutch visitors. In the siesta with a bit of wind just no 34 °Centigrade was reached !! The Pale Barn Owl was marked purple with Negerol-spray on the abdomen and at 4.47 p.m. released in the deserted houslet. There were no problems with flying, but still a bit with the landings . . . . !! (3) A phone-call came at 6.16 p.m. from Kallonís about a stray doggie, which was knocked down > they’ll pass by about 7 p.m. for first aid. And they were here at 7.05 p.m. > see further at SHE-DOG. From the army-base just outside the village they phoned at 9.50 p.m. about a stray dog they are taking care off and which is diminishing now already for one week and hardly is eating or drinking. “If we could come and see” or that they otherwise should come for medicines . . . . !! The advice was given to give the dog some water with salt and sugar and to contact the vet in the Agrotikí Stégi tomorrow-morning at 8 o’clock.

August 9th:  waking up in 28 °Centigrade . . . . !! All patients were still alive in the Sick-Bay. The Nightjar was 65 (+1) gram.

Release:

at 6.25 a.m. the yesterday-evening released Pale Barn Owl  (10-147; July 12th) wasn’t present anymore in the deserted houslet > so a successful release !!

For the first time we have seen the juvenile Long-legged Buzzard, transferred to the buzzard-aviary August 3rd, eating by himself over there !! At 7.56 a.m. “Molly” got her injection > see further at that name. Today again the weekly meat-cutting-day and in total there had to be processed 14,870 kilo (for 101,20 Euro; total now this year 599,844 kilo for 4038,22 Euro) which happened by Ineke & Janice, assisted by Ellen and Lisa. Meanwhile came the Dutch woman Gonda (who is on a “puppy-rescuing-tour”) with a pup having quite a huge abscess in the neck > opened and emptied. Further not in the statistics. The doggies started barking at 1.03 p.m. because there was a man at our door. He had found on the road from Achladerí to Agiássos a bird, which he came to bring us > see further at HOOPOE. In the siesta it was “only” 33 °Centigrade . . . . !! In the afternoon “Molly” had already eaten and used the litter-box. There is no leakage from the amputation-injury on the ear. After 5 p.m. still two Dutch visitors.

August 10th:  and again waking-up soaking-wet in 28 °Centigrade . . . . !! All patients were still alive and the Nightjar was 70 (+5) gram. Without any problem “Molly” has spent the night. The wing-injury of the snow-white Pale Barn Owl is almost clean and as well almost closed > we only had to remove a small piece of dead bone. The hanging cast is removed from the wing of the Nightjar > now observation to know how the function is. The bandage with cream is removed from the foot of the Kestrel from Chíos > we’ll have a look how the development will be. The Hoopoe is eating well and seems only having a missing tail > could it have been a traffic-victim which only was a bit stupefied when he was caught ?? We received 2 Dutch visitors. At 11.28 a.m. a phone-call from Kallonís about a parrot with scabies (??) > we will be informed further. The air-planes from the fire-brigade can regular be heard and in the siesta the temperature rose until 33 °Centigrade !!

Breaking News 

(especially for ex-volunteers/trainees) 

Today for the first time we have seen the green Kestrel (09-032; April 21st 2009 !!) eating on his own > so no need anymore for catching twice a day and force-feeding !!

August 11th:  and again the thermometer stuck at 28 °Centigrade last night, but happily there is a bit more wind. No victims this morning. The Nightjar was 70 (=) gram. The belly-injury of “Molly” is nicely quiet and the amputated ear as well. In the surgery we had to make room for the (bought some months ago) autoclave and we have connected this machine. (4) Now only trying to find a place for all materials and instruments which were stored on the place the autoclave is standing now . . . . In the siesta the thermometer reached almost 35 °Centigrade . . . . , and coming hereabove towards half past four . . . . !!

August 12th:  outside it was last night 29 °Centigrade and inside it is (in spite of working fans) soo warm that the central heating isn’t starting at all and so we’re without warm water for washing etc. . . . . !! The Nightjar was 65 (-5) gram. The wing-injury of the snow-white Pale Barn Owl is as good as completely closed now. Before it’s going to bee too warm to do something in the Surgery, we could replace (temporarily ??) a lot of the yesterday removed materials and instruments. As well a new storage was created for textile. In the siesta (2.30 p.m.) the thermometer had reached 36 °Centigrade, rising further thereafter until 37 °Centigrade . . . Inside the house at a certain moment it was (with fans working and everything open) a good 39 °Centigrade . . . . At 4.30 p.m. a Dutch family came for their yearly visit, and both sons came proudly handing-over the pocket-money they had saved for us. As well from the opening of the new Physio-practice donated money was coming to us, and special bandage-materials too > our thanks is immense !! Meanwhile just after 6 p.m. (and this in such a heat !!) there was a complete black-out and we had to arrange everything to keep all under control. Electricity was restored at 6.25 p.m. and we had such a burn-out that we had to cancel some visitors > we couldn’t manage it any more . . . . !! At 9.15 p.m. it was outside still 34 °Centigrade . . . .

August 13th:  and we woke up in 30 °Centigrade . . . . Till now on all patients still have survived the heat. The Nightjar was 70 (+5) gram. At 8.12 a.m. we have transferred to the Aviary the juvenile Sparrow (10-155), which was rescued July 19th in Skála Kallonís, for flying-practices and becoming more independent. Our flag we had to lower and repair, because it was damaged a lot. At 1.15 p.m. the 35 °Centigrade was reached already, rising in the siesta until 36 °Centigrade . . . . At 4.15 p.m. we had to take back from the Aviary a loudly-begging-for-food-Sparrow > showed to have played nicely, but eaten nothing !! Except from the Tortoises we have to “watering” the Hedgehogs now as well for cooling down a bit . . . . !! The House Marten “Íltsit” started at last becoming a bit more wild: after he had stolen the “feeder” from “Spitz” and we wanted this object back there was snarling with naked teeth . . . . Was really defending his “prey” !! When we were distributing the food-bowls for the nocturnals at 7.30 p.m., we discovered in the cage of the Little Owls in “The Keep” a handicapped on the left wing Little Owl which was crawling with problems upwards. Showed to be one we hardly see (except sometimes during the cleaning of the cage), but which had grown a huge overgrowing of the upper bill, due to which eating was hardly possible anymore > was indeed bone-thin. Taken-back, bill was clipped and fed a bit. Was looking better after 5 minutes. Had food in the cage and will be measured tomorrow-morning > was now impossible because “Pinky” had installed himself already for the night.

August 14th:  we woke-up in 29 °Centigrade, so cooler than yesterday-morning . . . . !! The taken-back Little Owl was still alive, had eaten a bit and was hereafter 99 gram (which is almost half of what it should be !!). The Nightjar was 71 (+1) gram. As we can see now, there is no need for a leg-amputation of Pigeon 10-160 (July 30th), because he/she is standing normal on the leg . . . . !! The juvenile Pigeon (10-163; August 2nd) had quite a thick heel on the right leg > a punction was performed and fluid pressed out. The double hanging cast is removed from the wing of the snow-white Pale Barn Owl > healing is going well and there is only a single hanging cast left (with still Dermisol-cream for the healing of the injury). We have checked the three remaining Little Owls in their cage in “The Keep” for overgrowth of the bill and we had to remove some from all three. In spite of all our precautions we discovered at 10.30 a.m. a young Spurr-tighed Tortoise (* 2008) boiled in his own shell, in the midst of the given food . . . . !! Towards 1 p.m. we received Greek visitors: 2 from Mytiléne. In the siesta the thermometer rose until 35 °Centigrade, and luckily it didn’t became higher !! At 7.17 p.m. Julie phoned from Eftaloú about a kitten over there, care-taken by English people, which suddenly (??) should have three legs i.s.o. four . . . . ?? The care-takers are coming tomorrow about 10 a.m. with the little one.

August 15th:  and still it’s wakening full-sweated in 29 °Centigrade, which isn’t a positive start of the working-day . . . . No victims early this morning, but the taken-back Little Owl isn’t optimum. It has proven by the way, that this isn’t an “un-known” to us, but that’s the one named in the past by trainees as “the head-master”. The Nightjar was 72 (+1) gram. At 7.45 a.m. arrived the two new trainees (Vet-nurses) from Holland: Debbie van Dijk & Lieke Witsel. At 10.08 a.m. arrived the kitten with 3 legs > so see further at KITTEN. The cat “Molly” went back to Eftaloú at 10.20 a.m. In de siesta it became 35 °Centigrade, and that hardly became higher later this day . . . . At the beginning of the evening the vice-chairman (with girl-friend) of the 2nd Animal-lovers Society in Mytiléne visited us to discuss a combined project in September-October. They were showed around as well. Meanwhile the yellow weather-alert is extended into ORANGE for the days to come and on the local TV-channels there is a warning for wildfires !!

August 16th:  a bit more wind, but still 28 °Centigrade at 4.30 a.m. !! All patients were still alive at that moment. The Nightjar was 74 (+2) gram. The injury of the snow-white Pale Barn Owl was nicely dry and is without a bandage now. There still is a hanging cast, because the fracture hasn’t yet healed completely. The bitten-off leg of the little Tom-Cat is still stinking badly !! Will be amputated tomorrow-morning at the knee. Today again the weekly meat-cutting-day and in total 16,895 kilo (for 114,34 Euro; total now this year 616,739 kilo for 4152,56 Euro) had to be processed, which happened by Janice & Ineke, assisted by Ellen, Lisa, Debbie and Lieke. In the siesta it became 34 °Centigrade. At 4.02 p.m. we were phoned from Mólivos about an injured Collared Dove: they should try to catch the bird and to send it by the 6.45 p.m.-coach from there to us.

From Holland we received the message that our ex-patient “Kleintje” [= “Little One”] (03-069; May 4th 2003) unfortunately had to be put down. She had arrived here with a complete crushed foot, which had to be amputated. (5)  She was re-homed in Holland August 22nd 2003 and has lived over there quite a good life, until at last the overburden of the hip-joint made life for her only too painful . . . .

The injured Collared Dove we had in our hands at 7.58 p.m. > so see over there.

August 17th:  and again it was 28 °Centigrade at 4.30 a.m. . . . . !! All patients were still alive early this morning; the injured Collared Dove as well. The Nightjar was 74 (=) gram. “Alex” got his injection at 7.31 a.m. > see further at KITTEN. And we had just finished, when on the whole island electricity disappeared for 5 minutes > so we were lucky !! But since both computers have a lot of problems. The injured Collared Doves from yesterday-evening was “fixed-together” this morning, but he/she is in any case not releasable because lots of tendons are damaged. Showed having a fractured leg as well, but soo high that splinting is impossible > should heal with rest.

From 9.51 .m. the North-Aegean Islands have a red weather-alert due to expected heat !! In the siesta it became 35 °Centigrade . . . . Later it showed that at 1.55 p.m. red has already been turned back into orange.

August 18th:  and still 28 °Centigrade at rising !! For today there is a yellow weather-alert due to expected heat, but they’ll change it of course. The Nightjar was 76 (+2) gram. Little “Alex” is already eating like before his accident. We have tried again transferring the Sparrow to the Aviary. The Collared Dove showed having already gangrene in the fractured wing > because of the whole situation in general he was put down. The thick foot of the Chíos-Kestrel is diminishing nicely. And again disappeared electricity for 5 minutes, but as far as we know now without damage to the computers. Joyful we discovered new tail-feathers growing in the tail of the Hoopoe !! We received 4 Dutch visitors. In the siesta the thermometer reached 34 °Centigrade, rising thereafter until 35 °Centigrade. Meanwhile we have removed the hanging cast from the wing of the snow-white Pale Barn Owl. Like we supposed this morning, the weather-alert for our islands was upgraded this afternoon into orange for today and tomorrow !! From the AMCF we received again a box full of useful materials: what at thís moment was quite well were cat-toys, so “Alex” could come into her (because we have discovered this morning that it is a girl after all !!) own.

August 19th:  in spite of having still an orange weather-alert, it was this morning “only” 27 °Centigrade . . . . All patients were still alive and the Nightjar was 78 (+2) gram. The juvenile Sparrow (10-155; July 19th) which was transferred to the Aviary yesterday, hasn’t begged anymore as soon as humans were seen, and was still alive this morning > so hoping for the best. At 9 o’clock he/she was seen eating. We received 6 Dutch visitors. At 12.59 p.m. we received a phone-call from a Dutch man in Skála Kallonís that people had “dumped” in his garden a litter baby-kittens with the eyes still closed > he will come in between 4 and 5 p.m. to put them down. In the siesta it was again 34 °Centigrade rising thereafter until 35 °Centigrade. The weather-alert is downgraded meanwhile for today and tomorrow into yellow. At 4.35 p.m. a Dutch car stopped at our door and a box with 5 kittens was brought > see further at KITTEN.

August 20th:  and again it was early this morning only 27 °Centigrade, but it seems it will become cooler. Today beginning of the hunting-season !! No victims this morning; only a pitiful “Jára” who didn’t understand why he didn’t receive breakfast and loudly protested against this discrimination. The Nightjar was 77 (-1) gram. “Jára” received his injection at 8 a.m. and with as much troubles as with the first surgery (the skin had still the structure of old car-tires) the scar-tissue was removed. As well this time the holes for the stitch-needle had to be “drilled” first. All tallons are shortened and he has a nice bandage around the neck. From an ex-volunteer from 2001 we received a whole box with useful materials. She herself has had the intention bringing it in person, but her flight (and holiday on the island) went up in the past “in smoke” due to the eruption of the Icelandic volcano. We have stopped the registration of the yellow House Sparrow (10-155; July 19th) because indeed he/she is eating independently. When there are new tail-feathers there can be a release. Today it became 34 °Centigrade. At 3.30 p.m. the Nightjar was fed for the last time as a preparation for the

Release: 

at 5.43 p.m. we have placed safe under some scrubs at the east-side of the Tsianás-river the mentioned above Nightjar, so he can find his own way again when it’s dark enough. After all he came from there. (6)

August 21st:  it’s blowing very hard, but it still was 27 °Centigrade early in the morning. Both trainees are feeding the present patients better and better. At the end of the morning 2 Dutch visitors. Thanks to the wind the thermometer reached only 30 °Centigrade today !! At 2.58 p.m. a phone-call from Mandamádos about an injured (shot ??) duck > will be brought within one hour. And we could accept the bird at 3.39 p.m. close to the Town Hall > see further at RUDDY SHELDUCK.

August 22nd:  it was somewhat fresh early this morning: only 24 °Centigrade !! All patients were still alive, only the new Ruddy Shelduck hasn’t eaten yet. We have covered the leg-injury of this bird with plaster. Doing so, it showed that from both wings the thumb is missing > so is clipped !! We have given the shot Pigeon (10-160; July 30th) colored footrings and this bird was transferred to the pigeon-cage in “The Keep”. So as well was done with the juvenile Pigeon (10-163; August 2nd). At 8.55 a.m. was discovered in the cage of the Little Owls an dead one; died some days ago. Showed to have been 05-151, which as a juvenile was hung on one leg alive in Moria and which was found over there July 5th 2005. (7). The foot has died-off later. We received 7 visitors from Belgium. 

Earthquake in west of Greece
WASHINGTON – The west of Greece is hit by an earth-quake with a strength of 5,7 on the scale of Richter. This was announced by the American Geological Service

The epicenter of the quake was situated 150 km southwest of the city of Pátras at a depth of 33 km. There are no damage-reports yet.   

It was only 29 °Centigrade today !! At 11.35 p.m. we were woken-up out of our first sleep by a call from some-one in Mólivos about a “Nifítsa” (kind of marten) which could have been fallen from a tree and was hardly moving > we will be informed further tomorrow. 

August 23rd:  and again only 24 °Centigrade last night. Both Pigeons transferred yesterday to the pigeon-cage in “The Keep” were still alive this morning. Today again the weekly meat-cutting-day and in total 19,880 kilo (for 137,29 Euro; total now this year 636,619 kilo for 4289,85 Euro) had to be processed, which was done by Janice & Ineke and Debbie & Lieke. Almost al the plaster is now removed from around the amputations-spot of little “Alex” > it looks great and we have overtaken the gangrene. “Jára” is healing great as well. At 10.32 a.m. a phone-call came from the KTEL (coach-cy) that with the 11 o’clock-coach from Mytiléne a pigeon will be sent with (probably) a fractured wing. Thereafter at 11.01 a.m. a phone-call from Tavári about (probably) a Little Bittern > we’ll ride for that bird as soon as we’re finished with the pigeon. The PIGEON we had in our hands at 11.45 a.m. > so see over there. Thereafter again on route to Tavári > that bird we had at 12.51 p.m. > see further at LITTLE BITTERN. Meanwhile 3 Dutch visitors had arrived and at 12.18 p.m. a phone-call about the “Nifítsa” > showed to have regained consciousness after some hours and had walked away. At 2.33 p.m. a phone-call from Mytiléne about 2 Pigeons which were stuck in the “glue” > will be brought in between 4 and 5 p.m. And because Greeks are Greeks (and so never in time !!) this meant that both birds were here only at half past five > so see further at PIGEON. So a day not like other days !! 

August 24th:  the new Little Bittern was discovered at 4.40 a.m. not any more (for a long time already !) alive. It seems if the Ruddy Shelduck has eaten on his own. The taken-back Little Owl is eating soo well and is gaining weight as well, that as soon as 150 gram is reached a transfer back to the cage in “The Keep” will take place. At the first feeding it showed the Ruddy Shelduck indeed had eaten, but that all the wheat was untouched; lettuce is doubtful. Will receive as try-out today bread, lettuce and mixed canary-seeds; this all mixed wet. At 9 o’clock Myrsíni Tourvalí phoned that she should send by the 11 o’clock-coach an injured pigeon. That bird we had in our hands at 11.52 a.m. > see further at PIGEON. In the injury of little “Alex” the stitches are festering-out > so we could remove already quite a lot, but she didn’t like it soo much . . . . !! The Ruddy Shelduck has eaten as well for the first time in his day-cage, and mostly the bread. Undoubted seeds should be swallowed as well; however the amount of lettuce should be diminished. From tomorrow a new heat-wave is beginning . . . . !! In the evening we could remove the last stitches from the amputated leg of “Alex”. We could agree that “Íltsit” will return Thursday August 26th to his native soil.

August 25th:  it has shown that the Ruddy Shelduck is mainly a nocturnal eater: the food-bowl was complete empty this morning. So he/she can stay in “The Keep” till a final solution is reached for a re-homing. The taken-back Little Owl had reached this morning the 150 gram and so can return tonight to “The Keep”. At 11.20 a.m. a Greek woman was at our door with 4 puppies, about 1 month old. She herself should go back to Athens in 1 week time and pretended not being able taking care of the animals . . . . Was transferred to us by the police, because they thought we should do this for her. Transferred to the Agrotikí Stégi. In the siesta it became a good 30 °Centigrade . . . . !! After the siesta 4 Dutch visitors. At 5.12 p.m. the taken-back Little Owl went “back home”. At 9.58 p.m. Medie phoned about two thrown-away alive puppies (the eyes still closed) > she’ll take them tomorrow to Metóchia when we’re there for the release of “Iltsit”. 

August 26th:  the taken-back Little Owl has spent his first night “at home” well and had eaten. The Ruddy Shelduck has a swollen left foot, which he isn’t using > so a check later this day. During the check no injuries could be detected > so observation. The ex-Tom-cat “Jára” himself has removed all the stitches and is having a huge (clean) injury in the neck > no only a conservative treatment with Dermisol-cream, because something else is impossible. At 9.33 a.m. we arrived in Metóchia at the PUPPIES > so see over there. Thereafter we took the bench with “Íltsit” and walked to the spot where he was found for the

Release: 

at 9.42 a.m. first quite hesitating and looking around in astonishment, but thereafter in a bloody speed with waving jumps “Íltsit” (10-054; April 22nd)  ran into freedom. People over there will feed if necessary. (8, 9 & 10)

At home-coming we met visitors from  Königshof-Hofen (Free-state Bavaria) and thereafter 2 Dutch visitors. Today it was 33 °Centigrade . . . . After the siesta we received quite a mixed party: 1 Russian woman with her Greek daughter, 1 South-African woman from Greek descent with her daughter, and her brother with his Norwegian wife and their daughter > the conversation was in Afrikaans, English, Greek with sometimes a Norwegian subtitling.

August 27th:  and again we have for today and tomorrow a yellow weather-alert due to high temperatures. We started treating the swollen foot of the Ruddy Shelduck with Hydrocortiderm. Both “rat-glue-pigeons” (see August 23rd) were transferred to the pigeon-cage in “The Keep” > here they can bath themselves and get rid of the last parts of glue. We received in total 9 Dutch visitors during the morning. It became 32 °Centigrade today. And while it still was oppressive warm, at 8.06 p.m. suddenly electricity disappeared on the whole island coming back (in our village) only at 9.01 p.m. !! And we just had all apparatus’ working again, again at 10.09 p.m. electricity disappeared, but that lasted only for 3 minutes. In spite of that of course big problems with the computers !! 

August 28th:  it stayed 27 °Centigrade last night . . . . !! “Thanks to” the two power-cuts of last night the on/of-switch of the screen of the other computer (the one which is connected to the internet) is complete “gone” > so we’ll have to find a solution for this problem. At this moment the screen is working (although with al kinds of strange colors), but when we switch-off the computer (or there is another power-cut) we’re without a connection with the outside-world . . . . !! Meanwhile a new screen is bought, because a repair should be maybe possible, but we should have been for weeks without the screen (and so without the external computer) and that’s impossible over here !! Carefully we have started with the socializing of little “Alex” > the whole morning (with hardly supervision) she has spent in our living without problems. Today again it was 34 °Centigrade. At 12.26 p.m. we were phoned by the Dutch Dorien in Skála Kallonís that “our” pelican “Pelly” already for 2 days was “languidly was laying in the parking” > so we went for a check-up. Showed having several injuries on the head. According to Dorien caused by stone-throwing-shit-children. Taken with us and taken in. So see further at WHITE PELICAN. In the evening still 3 Dutch visitors who came as well to bring us hundreds of LWH-Post-cards, organized by Hans and Marian Augusteijn in Holland.

August 29th:  it was 24 °Centigrade last night. All patients were still alive early this morning. From the thick foot of the Kestrel from Chíos we could remove quite a piece of dead tissue. We’re going to try lodging “Pelly” during the day for the time of the treatment on the field behind our house. At 9.43 a.m. a well-known man was at our door with in his hands a bird he had found in his field. “Not able to fly”, he said. See further at GREAT REED WARBLER. We received 2 Greek visitors from Évia. At 1.28 p.m. a phone-call from Mytiléne about a Collared Dove: seems to be injured and feathers are missing. Bethadine is used already. Will be brought this evening until the Shell-Station from where we must collect the bird. Today it became 32 °Centigrade. The Collared Dove we had in our hands at 7 p.m. > however showed to have been found in Sígri by people from Mytiléne. So see further at COLLARED DOVE. It’s allowed parking “Pelly” during the day-hours on the field behind our houses. 

August 30th:  it remained 25 °Centigrade last night and we had no victims early this morning. Starting today the purple and the snow-white Barn Owl will be fed only twice a day. The Collared Dove from yesterday-evening, which by the way absolutely isn’t good at all, is missing from the right wing almost all flight-feathers: the upper-arm and the under-arm has not any flight-feather left over !! The bird was not alive anymore at 9.02 a.m. Today again the weekly meat-cutting-day and Janice & Ineke, together with Lieke and Debbie, have processed 17,305 kilo (for 120,27 Euro; total now this year 653,924 kilo for 4410,12 Euro). The little three-legged kitten “Alex” was transferred from the Sick-Bay to our house for the rest of her life. At 11.58 a.m. Vasilía from the 2nd Animal-lovers-society “Kivotós” called that they had a gull with a broken wing > will be sent by the 6.45 p.m.-coach.

Except from “Spitz” having a flap-foot left rear, the whole leg is dragging now. As well time and again he is hammering with his head against all . . . . ?? So is falling into a decline . . . .

It was 33 °Centigrade today, but for Wednesday to come rain and heavy weather is forecasted . . . . !! At 4.27 p.m. we were called by  Anthoúla (the same woman who had called us July 27th about the Barn Owl in the catchweed) in Paralía Thermís, that again she had a huge bird with very big eyes, which as well could have been stuck in the catchweed > se we went and picked-up the bird. See further at EAGLE OWL (we first thought it could be the one we released July 17th, but the measurements are different). The gull we had in our hands at 7.30 p.m. > see further at YELLOW-LEGGED GULL. 

August 31st:  the thermometer stuck last night at 27 °Centigrade . . . . !! All patients were still alive early this morning, but for the new Eagle Owl that’s all we can say !! From Holland we heard that the Great Reed Warbler had been a male, and that the new Eagle Owl as well is a male. We could remove lots of tick around the eyes of the latter mentioned. Concrete food is still being vomited > we meanwhile started with conserva-juice, given with a syringe. The Yellow-legged Gull is eating meanwhile by himself. Luckily the thermometer didn’t rise above almost 31 °Centigrade today. The new Eagle Owl is only sitting on his heels and the head is bended downwards till almost the floor, but the given conserva-juice is staying in !! However, the bird was discovered dead at 9.40 p.m. !!

Amount of present patients is now (at least) 139 (until August 31st   9:40 p.m.) 

Total amount of visitors this month:  083                     total this year: 0653)

Kinds of animals who are mentioned like this were for the first time in treatment in the L.W.H. 
Amount of kilometers (Animal-Ambulance) for bringing-in/releasing animals this month 282 (total this year 2356 kilometers)

Total amount of intakes this month: 026 [wild ones: 16; others 10, (total this year 214: wild ones 154, others 060; total since the start of registration in 1996: 4523) of which:

PALE BARN OWL (Tyto a. alba): 1 adult one from Vasiliká; found in the streets over there the evening before intake. Dirty older fracture of the left humerus with as well skin-damages. To start with Dermisol-solvens was used and splint was given.  (11) (see as well August 7th,10th & 18th)
PIGEON (Columba livia dom): 5; the first was a juvenile from Mytiléne > could have been bitten by a cat observing the injuries. Three days 15 IU Lincocin i.m. (see as well August 14th & 22nd). Number 2 came from the same city and should be injured. We only could detect lots of feather-lice and horseflies > PINEX-spray. Was further a bit thin > so observation. Nrs 3 & 4 were found in Mytiléne in the rat-glue wherein pieces of bread > so placed deliberately to kill birds !! The only way getting them a bit “clean” was plucking > thereafter packed warm. Will be a hell of a job getting them complete clean, because the only stuff that works  (petrol) is lethal for birds. (see as well August 27th). The 5th came again as well from Mytiléne; was missing all tail-feathers and a lot of minor feathers on the back. There was a high closed fracture of the Tibia too, which couldn’t be splinted > so should heal with rest.

SOUTHERN NIGHTJAR (Caprimulgus europaeus meridionalis): 1 juvenile, discovered at the slaughter-house at the Tsianás-river (the evening before intake, but the discoverer didn’t know were we are situated). Injury left wing (finger-part). Hanging cast & Dermisol-cream. Is in any case much too light (only 51 gram i.s.o. 75 – 100 gram).(12) (see as well August 10th & 20th)
SHE-CAT (Felis catus): 1; “Molly” from Eftaloú. Is a stray one, where in winter-time Julie over there is taking care of and which we have neutered (07-195A) in the past. Is now scratching both ears till they are bleeding severely , but the right ear is the worst. So probably ear-mites. From the right ear in any case the bleeding tumor must be removed. (see as well August 8th). Surgery was performed August 9th:  hernia of the cicatrice was soo huge that a man’s little finger could easily enter and the whole situation was quite grown together in a wrong way. We could prepare free the hernia and the peritoneum was closed with 7 separate stitches. The skin was closed intracutaniously. The tumor on the ear is (we hope wide enough) removed. Both ears were treated with Ivermectine-gel which will be continued for 1 week. 

SHE-DOG (Canis familiaris): 1 young one of about 8 months old; knocked-down in Kallonís. Several injuries in the right rear-leg (thigh) were stitched under local anesthetics. 

HOOPOE (Upupa epops): 1 adult, found on the road Achladerí – Agiássos. Is missing in any case the tail-feathers, but this seems to be due to wrongly catching by the discoverer. No fractures could be detected > so observation. (13) (see as well August 10th & 18th)

KITTEN (Felis catus): 6; the first was an about 3 – 4 months old ginger little She-Cat (was named by us “Alex”, after her discoverer”), which some days before intake evidently has had troubles with a dog or a fox: from the right rear-leg just under the heel all the skin has disappeared and the toes are completely bitten-off. So this should be an amputation (if possible at the heel), but first we must have the whole leg clean, because it’s “smelling” already quite badly > Dermisol-solvens.  (14). As support 7 x 15 IU Baytril i.m. as well. The 17th the leg is amputated early in the morning. We were just in time, because the gangrene had reached meanwhile half of the leg. Assistance was given by both trainees Debbie & Lieke . (15 & 16). The next five (3-2) were about 2 days old and thrown-away alive in the courtyard of a shop in Skála Kallonís owned by a Dutchman. With 1 cc T-61 they were put down.  

COLLARED DOVE (Streptopelia decaocto): 2; the first was an adult from Mólivos > open fracture left wing (radius & ulna). First only a bandage and hanging cast were given (see as well August 17th & 18th). Number 2 was found in Sígri and was quite badly injured on the back above the tail. Quite a lot of skin was missing here. Injury was covered with Hansaplast-spray and will have 5 x 15 IU Baytril. (see as well August 30th).  

RUDDY SHELDUCK (Tadorna ferruginea): 1 not yet full-grown juvenile; discovered a while ago in or close to Mandamádos. According to the bearer the bird was caught in the past by a bird of prey in the left wing > indeed there is a ganglion (hard already) on the left elbow. So observation. (17) Has skin-injury as well of the right leg and the shape of the bill isn’t exactly “kosher” as well (pieces are missing). 

LITTLE BITTERN (Ixobrychus minutus): 1 juvenile from Tavári > only exhausted and qua body-weight just between the margins > was 141 gram (should be 140 – 160 gram). So pepping-up and a release a.s.a.p.     (18) (see as well August 24th)

PUPPIES (Canis familiaris): 1 little ones; * August 25th and just thereafter thrown-away alive. With 0,5 cc T-61 helped into another dimension.

WHITE PELICAN (Pelecanus onocrotalus): 1; “Pelly” from Skála Kallónis. Is our 05-013 and 07-222. This time injured on the head by stone-throwing shit-children. Negerol-spray was used and further observation. Is eating well in any case. (19 & 20)
GREAT REED WARBLER (Acrocephalus arundinaceus): 1 adult male, found “somewhere” around our village. Wasn’t able to fly, according to the bearer. Bird was dead already after 10 minutes. (21) Was leaking brown fluid from the bill and the cloaca. 

EAGLE OWL (Bubo bubo): 1 adult male from Paralía Thermís. Was complete emaciated (body-weight was 1060 gram > should be 1500 – 2000 gram !!). Except from a little catchweed, no injuries could be detected. (22) Vomited the given Pallas-food > 3 cc Duphalyte/os were given. Condition is not so well !! (see as well August 31st).
YELLOW-LEGGED GULL (Larus michaellis): 1 almost adult (5th year) specimen > minor injury finger-part of the right wing > hanging cast was given. 

