Project by Animal Friends Foundation – Bourgas

We are a Bulgarian non-governmental organisation, founded solely by volunteers.
Our main goals are connected with a change in public attitudes and the long-standing humane solution to the painful problem with homeless pets n Bulgaria, namely castration. Our work involves care and treatment of wounded homeless pets, ongoing interest and assistance at the establishments where they are kept. Sterilisation and the following monitoring of the adopted animals through us is a mandatory part of our job. We pay special attention to the young generation as we believe their education in humane treatment and responsibility will bring about the desired by all of us change.

Our team decided to participate in this competition with a double project. To put it shortly, it is a castration project which unfortunately for us has to be combined with testing the dogs for Dirofilaria. This way we will know which dogs are suffering from this terrible disease (in the chosen by us region) and they will be isolated and possibly treated. This is necessary because anaesthesia when done on a sick animal can lead to a fatal end. We are a Black Sea region, our area is surrounded by a sea and three lakes, as well as several marshes… This is the reason there are so many mosquitos, because of which during the last 2 years the number of cases of animals suffering from Dirofilaria have increased.

We have chosen Castration project, because of the indisputable fact that the only solution to decreasing the homeless pets population is castration, and it provides the most cost-effective way of spending the funds. Resorts and villages around big cities are much bigger “producers” of homeless pets. Municipalities do not take any measures to control them. People from villages throw animals out on the street, as well as their offspring. After the summer season, when a dog is no longer needed to guard the yard or the harvest, it gets thrown out. In a very large percent of the cases they kill the newborns, tie them alive in bags and throw them out of the village, so that they die agonising, leave the newborn to freeze or kill them mechanically. The Roman neighbourhoods of these villages house an enormous population of cats and dogs. These people wouldn’t give the smallest amount of money to castrate or treat an animal.

In collaboration with the mayor of the closest village we will begin testing and castration predominantly on female animals. Veterinarians will work voluntarily and will provide monitoring. We will pay the necessary sum for hiring a space and for performing the castrations. The money given by AMCF will be spent for:
- buying Dirofilaria tests – 1 test = 4 euros;
- buying castration tools – needles, syringes, anaesthesia, threads, antibiotics (for a minimum of 3 days) – approximately 15 euros for one (female) dog depending on the weight of the animal.

According to our judgement, with the given amount from AMCF we can work with about 50-60 dogs. This will significantly affect the population and the number of needlessly dying animals, although only in a single area, but given a successful end of the project it could be a start and an example for other municipalities and Bulgarian organisations, fighting for the same cause.

Kind Regards,
Animal Friends Foundation - Bourgas
Miglena Ivanova
