Dear AMCF,

I am writing on behalf of KAPS and our founder Sunnan Kum to thank you for our recently received box of goodies. 
We were lucky enough to receive more anti-biotics, which are very useful for many of our dogs who come straight off the streets with many diseases. We also received scratch pads, toys and dishes for our cat shelter which the cats are enjoying. We received some much needed collars and leashes for our dogs as well as a tick removal kit. We regularly see many tics in Daegu especially from dogs who have been on the streets for a while. Deer tics are a great problem here but this removal kit will be great for all the kinds we encounter.
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I thought I would also let you know about some of the things which have been happening at KAPS this season. Unfortunately we are being evicted from our dog shelter in Daegu. Luckily Sunnan has managed to find another appropriate place not far from our current location. The new shelter will need a great deal of work before it is ready but we have many foreign volunteers itching to get started. Fingers crossed I will be able to send you pictures of our new home in the next letter.

As you know we have many different kinds of animals who come into our shelters. This year has been no different. Each year we receive many deer babies, unfortunately many Koreans think their mothers have abandoned them and bring them to us. This deer though is full grown but she had broken her leg and had a nasty cut. We will treat her and hopefully get her well enough to return to the countryside. 
We also received this wild bird. Each year we receive many birds, from Owls to Magpies. We try to return as many as we can to the wild, sometimes keeping them at our Beoun shelter in the country as a kind of half-way house. Unfortunately many of the hunting birds don’t make it, they often go into shock not long after coming into the shelter and die soon after.
[image: ][image: ]


[image: ]Here are some pictures from our cat shelter in Daegu. This was the first shelter Sunnan owned and continues to provide a happy laid-back environment for many of our cats. Cats in Korea are considered dirty animals and so it is unusual for us to have Korean adopters for them. Luckily many of them are quite happy with their friends in the shelter. We are also getting increasing numbers of foreigners adopting our cats which is great.
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This past weekend KAPS also participated in Daegu’s Earth Day celebration. For many years KAPS and Sunnan have been campaigning to end the consumption of dog meat in Korea. It is a large part of the work KAPS does and each year Sunnan spends many hours campaigning ministers directly but also running campaigns at events such as Earth day. However over the years Sunnan’s message has had to change; not just to include dog meat but also as the pet trade grows she now educates on adoption and most importantly neutering pets.
Many Koreans see pets as a way to increase their income, they don’t want to neuter them so that they can breed them. But if the dog escapes or they abandon it this pet can become one of countless numbers multiplying on the streets. Each year KAPS rescues thousands of dogs, it is extremely rare to find one neutered. Here you can see some of the posters Sunnan uses to educate.
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[image: ]How dogs in dog farms are treated.

Please neuter your dog, also 					        Don’t eat dogs, they are our friends.
covers how dogs can multiply 
and how neutering can be healthy
for your dog.



[image: ]Sunnan gives out flyers and booklets explaining how you should care for your dog.  She and her staff and volunteers also talk to people. Many Koreans have no chance to meet a dog in their lives. Often they are afraid of dogs, their only experience coming from a scared street dog. 

When Korean’s buy a dog they rarely know how to care for the dog or train it, consequently it becomes too much to cope with and they abandon it. Events like this enable Sunnan and her team to educate the public hopefully to prevent them from feeling they need to abandon their pet.

Although many Koreans have eaten dog meat they rarely know the pain that the dog suffers before hand so this is an opportunity to educate, especially the younger generation, in the suffering of dogs who are kept for consumption.

[image: ]These events are a great opportunity for Sunnan and her team to find new adopters too, many people don’t know that KAPS even exists in their city, so we can tell them where to find us and why it is better to adopt than to buy from the pet shops, which are often supplied by puppy mills.

At this particular event we took one of our dogs who is up for adoption, an old male retriever. Also two volunteers brought the dogs they had adopted from KAPS. The retriever was a great crowd pleaser; here he is standing with one of our rescue drivers. He was at the event for several hours and stood the whole time calmly while crowds of children and parents petted him. For many it will have been the first dog they ever touched.

Thank you so much for your continuing support of KAPS and Sunnan, it is greatly appreciated. We are looking forward to a positive season in our new home.

Yours thankfully,

Emma Thompson
Volunteer Co-ordinator
Korean Animal Protection Society
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