December 2010, text only

LOG-BOOK: 

News about Greece is in blue.

All patients mentioned below one can find back in our monthly report.

December 1st:  it was 17 °Centigrade at 4.30 a.m. and in the Sick-Bay all were alive. The bitten Spurr-tighed Tortoise was 531 (+5) gram. The poisoned doggie (10-222; November 29th ’10) was taken-back at 8.30 a.m. by his grateful owner > the first he did being close to his master was doing a really huge pee, and later in the street again !! His cage was, after being treated against fleas, used later this morning for the Yellow-legged Gull. With the help of Douglas and both trainees the broken fridge-/freezer-combination was placed in the street to be collected by the Municipality. Watching the stickers on one side this apparatus had been in use for a very long time, because the first stickers came from Croatia after we had our first Griffon Vulture in 1997. (1)  As well the left fridge from Tjarda (in use since August 2009 in the House-next-door), which had died as well some days before, came next to it. We have checked the health of our White Pelican “Pelly” in Skála Kallonís: in spite of some fisher-men told us she should be blind in the left eye, we couldn’t detect any disorderly function !! The yesterday taken-in Yellow-legged Gull is meanwhile eating on its own.   

DUST CLOUDS

Weathermen say Saharan sand will stay until the weekend

The Saharan dust seen in most parts of Greece the day before yesterday will linger over the country until the end of the week, meteorologists said the day before yesterday. The dust is being carried on southwesterly winds and has been accompanied by unseasonably warm temperatures, which are expected to reach as high as 28 Celsius in some parts of the country this week. “The movement of dust from the Sahara is more usual in the spring, and even in summer sometimes,” said the head of the National Meteorological Service, Dimítris Ziakopoúlos. “The increasingly common presence of dust in the fall is connected to climate change and we should expect this to happen more frequently in the future.”

That 28 °Centigrade we didn’t reach today, because under a complete cloudy sky it became 19 °Centigrade. This morning was discovered by trainee Carina that little ginger-and-white Tom-Cat “Bibbel” (10-214a; November 17th ’10) maybe could be deaf; this afternoon we have checked and tested him as well and in any case he is quite hard of hearing . . . . !! At 6.20 p.m. a phone-call from Melanie & Jeroen from Pétra about a cat well known to them, which should be seriously injured on the head. They’ll pass-by with the poor one. And they were here at 7.14 p.m. > see further at TOM CAT.

December 2nd:  we rose in 18 °Centigrade and all patients were still alive. The bitten Tortoise was 539 (+8) gram. After some hesitation the yesterday-evening taken-in ex Tom Cat “Zen” started eating. In the kitchen of the House-next-door we could remove again a mouse out of the glue (total 17 now). When we wanted to try examining the head-injuries of “Zen” a bit more, there was protested heavily with eighteen claws and four eye-teeth . . . . !! Only wearing leather gloves (and even that was difficult)  we could put some Dermisol-cream on the head. Because he had eaten, we couldn’t bring him for a while sound asleep > so this will happen tomorrow and we’ll keep him sober tonight. We have seen for the first time eating on his own the bitten Spurr-tighed Tortoise at 10.25 a.m. !! Because a water-main in our street is placed in the “Greek way” the whole street is open and we can’t forwards nor backwards !! In the House-next-door two windows got their last covering-pieces; only one window must be done yet. And thereafter of course the stucco-work must be done. Both trainees have tried training in the “Noble Art of Sewing” > so the first stitches were placed on a piece of foam-rubber. This morning with lots of clouds and a bit of sun-shine it became 20 °Centigrade. “Zen” has left the Dermisol-cream on his head untouched !!

December 3rd:  it was 17 °Centigrade when we rose and there were no victims (even no mice in the glue !!), The bitten Spurr-tighed Tortoise was 528 (-11) gram. We were able examining the injury of “Zen” under a light anesthetic: under the scab above the nose there was another small hole. All was cleaned and flushed with Dermisol-solvens. Thereafter the head was “plastered” with Dermisol-cream. Both trainees have further practiced in stitching. As well in the House-next-door could be done a bit. This morning it became 19 °Centigrade.

December 4th:  we rose in 16 °Centigrade. “Zen’s” injuries are becoming more clean. What he loves most (except from eating of course) is sitting or laying on a stool watching all that happens (2). The bitten Spurr-tighed Tortoise was 525 (-3) gram. After our Eastern Hedgehogs  had the past night for the first time since ages some apple in their food, they really had been gorging !! For the coming night there seems to come quite heavy thunderstorms: weather-alert indeed is orange !! This morning we have transferred the shot Sparrowhawk (10-217; November 19th ’10) for some hours to the falcon-aviary for flying-practices. 

The owner of the poisoned doggie (10-222; November 29th ’10) came at 9.10 a.m. totally upset to tell us that he had found his beloved one dead just before . . . .

The last covering-pieces for the remnant window in the House-next-door were made fitting, colored and placed at 10.40 a.m. This morning under a heavy clouded sky it didn’t become warmer as 18 °Centigrade. At 12 o’clock a Greek family was at our door-step with the call they had heard in a dust-container the sound of thrown-away kittens and that they themselves couldn’t reach the bag > so we drove with them and by turning over we could catch the bag with squeezing content at 12.05 p.m. We were brought home nicely again. On our way back we heard: “something like that one shouldn’t throw into a container; it can be done better in the woods . . . . !!” For the content of the bag see at PUPPY. By 3 p.m. it was a bit more sunny and almost 19 °Centigrade. At 3.29 p.m. with lots of throbbing a huge “pimp-car” stopped next to our house and out of it came 3 young lads who however came to bring an injured doggie. They had found it in a desolate condition and indeed the eyes looked quite bad. So see further at HE-DOG. The three bearers were showed around as well. It seems that the outdoor Tom-Cat “Reddy” has a similar brother, but which one is quite a lot more shy. Both trainees have seen them sitting together. By the way, this one is as well coming over here to eat. We have taken the doggie with the smashed skull with us in bed to keep him warm > the fleas we’re taking into the bargain !!

December 5th:  quite a troubled night with thunderstorms and the care for the doggie, but he was still alive !! At 4.30 it was dry and 15 °Centigrade. The bitten Spurr-tighed Tortoise was 532 (+7) gram. 

That we wrote yesterday-evening about the doggie that he had a “smashed skull” and not that it is a “head-injury”, is explained by the kind of the trauma: for instance after a knocking-down we find complete other injuries with bleedings etc. The good palpable “dent with sharp edges” cán  only be caused by an comparatively small object that was thrown in with force and thus this only could have been a stone (which was thrown) or, more probably, a stick (with which was hit). Probably the totally under-nourished little one had been looking for something edible and doing so he was chased away in this barbarian way . . . . !! Meanwhile we have informed the media hereabout.

Both trainees have successfully (3 & 4) passed their stitching-examinations (on one of the yesterday put-down puppies) and received the paraphernalia to match. Due to a north-north-eastern wind the thermometer fell to 14 °Centigrade. At 12.47 p.m. a phone-call from Kallonís about a knocked-down Rottweiler with a crushed (??) leg. We had to tell them they could pass-by for first aid, but that we couldn’t take-in the dog (no cages free anymore !!). The kidney-function of the doggie with the smashed skull has meanwhile improved in such a way we had to change pants and the floor had to be mopped !! In spite of the used Dermisol-cream the head-injury of “Zen” continues festering. We didn’t hear anything anymore about the Rottweiler . . . . !!

Ever since 5 o’clock we constantly had to bleed the little doggie, because he started being “pulmonal filled” and was shimmering like a coffee-machine. This gave some relief. He was laying quietly on our lap with “Pinky” next to him. After he had produced at 7.15 p.m. some very small, black turds (blood !!) there was no breathing anymore at 7.20 p.m. . . . .

Humans . . . . BAH !! 

December 6th:  we rose in 10 °Centigrade and that’s making a difference of a coat !! No further victims anymore in the Sick-Bay and nor glued mice in the kitchen of the House-next-door. But the pigeons in “The Keep” indeed had imposed silence upon a bold mouse !! (total now 18). The bitten Spurr-tighed Tortoise was 521 (-11) gram. 

After a short life full of hunger, fear and pain we have laid to rest the little doggie and asked for a “repeat” without humans . . . . !! “Reversed praying” sometimes helps to get rid of one’s impotence . . . . !!

At 9.48 a.m. a phone-call from Mytiléne about a pigeon, which was bitten by the dog of the caller already a while ago and now only should need a bit of more time to recover completely. The woman in question should leave and had no opportunity taking care of the bird anymore. She’ll bring the bird herself. Today again the weekly meat-cutting: 13,610 kilo (for 99,77 Euro; total now this year 845,810 kilo for 5773,09 Euro) had to be processed and this happened by Douglas & Janice, Ineke and both trainees Carina & Anouska. With a northern wind and a blue sky it didn’t became warmer as 11 °Centigrade today. From the wing of the Yellow-legged Gull (10-223; November 30th ’10) the hanging-cast was removed > tomorrow we’ll have a look how the injuries are and if we can remove the stitches. The announced PIGEON was here at 3.35 p.m. > so see over there. At 5.40 p.m. we were phoned by the owner of the Bay Winged Hawk (10-201) who has been here with this bird (poisoned) September 29th > there are again problems and he is “flying low” !! Eight minutes later a phone-call from Mytiléne about a Thrush (??) with an injured wing > we’ll be contacted again tomorrow. The BAY WINGED HAWK was here at 6.10 p.m. > so see over there. In any case the bird was still alive at 9.30 p.m.

December 7th:  it was 8 °Centigrade early this morning and as well “Reddy” as his brother were present to eat. In the Sick-Bay all were still alive and the Bay Winged Hawk was sitting straight and alert. The bitten Spurr-tighed Tortoise was 550 (+29 !!) gram. The Yellow-legged Gull hadn’t eaten so much yesterday. As well the pregnant grey-and-white stray cat tried to get something to eat. We could remove the stitches from the injuries of the Yellow-legged Gull. Thereafter followed the

Release: 

at 8.23 a.m. we have released in the Tsianás-river the Yellow-legged Gull (10-223; November 30th ’10) > he was a bit confused due to all the space around him and was only walking-around a bit !! 

We received a phone-call that the Thrush will be brought this afternoon. The Bay Winged Hawk has eaten independently soo much, that almost soccer can be played with the full crop !! This morning it became a good 11 °Centigrade. At 12.18 p.m. a phone-call from Mytiléne about an injured crow-like bird. We’re going to try if this bird can be taken as well by the woman of the Thrush. And we have succeeded herein, because at 4.15 p.m. a little Fiat stopped at our door from which both birds were carried-out. So see further at SONG THRUSH and at HOODED CROW ssp. The whole family who brought the birds were hereafter showed around. All patients were still alive at 9.30 p.m.

December 8th:   we rose at 4.30 a.m. in 9 °Centigrade and there were no victims. The new Hooded Crow had eaten well; however the Song Thrush hardly. The latter however could have been shot > we’ll check-out later. The Bay Winged Hawk is eating like a wolf and is allowed to leave us today. The bitten Spurr-tighed Tortoise was 555 (+5) gram. In the kitchen of the House-next-door we could rescue a Green Toad (Bufo viridis) from being glued in the rat-glue > placed on a safe spot now. For today the extended cultural excursion was on the programme for both trainees: Roman Aqueduct (2nd Century) in Mória, Borough of Mytiléne, Holy Oak-tree in Pýrgi Thermís, Roman Bath in Paralía Thermís and thereafter through the mountains back to base. While we still were in the Borough, there came a phone-call from vet Myrsíni Tourvalí that she had a “Bekátsa”  (Wood Cock) she was intended to send by coach. So we could pick-up the bird and have interrupted the excursion. At arrival at home however it showed to be a . . . . SONG THRUSH (quite a difference in length of the bill and seize !!) > so see further over there. Under a half clouded sky it became 13 °Centigrade today. Because the bitten Spurr-tighed Tortoise is eating soo well, there is no reason anymore for measuring. At 4.23 p.m. a phone-call from Mória that an injured “Geráki” was found so we turned out to pick it up. The bird we had in our hands (after some low-flying with both trainees on board) at 4.58 p.m. > see further at BUZZARD. The Bay Winged Hawk was taken-back by it’s grateful owner at 7.13 p.m.

December 9th:  it was 12 °Centigrade when we rose and at that moment all patients were still alive. The new Buzzard was sleeping quietly. Both Song Thrushes are quite vivid and the first one is eating on it’s own now and then. We have given the shot Thrush (nr 1) a red ring; the hanging cast is removed because the blood showed to be from the mouth and not from the wing. Thrush nr 2 had first got a green ring right foot, but in the Aviary there is already one of the same kind with that combination. So got an orange now. Today it became 16 °Centigrade. We have discovered, when the new Buzzard was standing straight again, that the thumb-toe of the left foot can’t be stretched. She is by the way becoming more and more alert and is following scrupulously the feeding of smaller birds, like Thrushes and Pigeons. As well she is allowing with lesser problems that we’re feeding her, so there is hardly any need anymore working with plasters around our fingers. At 9.25 p.m. all were still alive and the Buzzard was sitting perfectly straight. By that time it still was a good 15 °Centigrade.

December 10th:  rain and thunderstorms last night and it was 14,5 °Centigrade when we rose. The Buzzard is eating perfectly the more coarse Tyto-food i.s.o. the finer Pallas-food. The wing of the Hooded Crow isn’t quite “kosher” so we’ll start with Dermisol-cream today. Both Song Thrushes are doing fine. Meanwhile the wing of the Hooded Crow is treated with Dermisol-cream and wrapped; as well some feathers clogged with blood from the thorax were removed > no injury hereunder could be detected, so was coming from the wing. At this moment (7 a.m.) the sky is complete dark so we will have to suffer under a lot of rain today. For today later in the day and the days to come sleet is predicted . . . . !! The half-drowned Pigeon, rescued November 29th out of the water-basin un the pigeon-cage in “The Keep”, was transferred to there again hoping this time he’ll know the difference in between taking a bath and go for a swim !! At 7.50 a.m. such a bunch of thunderstorm relieved above our heads that the Table-Mount wasn’t visible anymore. We couldn’t even feed lettuce-remnants to the chickens of neighbor Yiánnis . . . . !! At 8.10 a.m. it had become a bit more quiet. The Buzzard had had for the first time food in her cage > so wait and see !! By eleven o’clock she still had done nothing herewith. By that time the temperature had fallen (under a northeastern wind) until 10 °Centigrade. So we have placed back the 2nd door in our living and put the central-heating in winter-position. And that is even for us late for the time of the year. At 4 p.m. the thermometer outside (out of the wind) had fallen already until 8 °Centigrade.

December 11th:  when we rose it was 5 °Centigrade, but luckily still dry. The wind-force is 7 Beaufort from the north !! The Eastern Hedgehogs hardly have eaten due to the cold and had stayed nicely “warm inside”. The whole of Greece has at least an orange weather-alert and there are parts with even RED !! The Pigeon (10-216) which had come-in November 19th ’10 as “not capable of flying” showed now being capable doing so and was transferred with colored foot-rings to the pigeon-cage in “The Keep”. At 9 o’clock it was outside only 4 °Centigrade !!

Winter finally reaches Greece 

After several weeks of unseasonably good weather, meteorologists forecast an abrupt drop in temperatures over the weekend. In mountainous areas, including the northern suburbs of Athens, snow is expected to fall.

According to eyewitness-reports from the three ladies, who had to go to Mytiléne for shopping, the tops of the Ólympos-mountain-range were white from fallen snow, while on the way back several cars were spotted with snow on the bonnet and/or roof. Just before the siesta it was just only 3,5 °Centigrade.

December 12th:  it was 2 °Centigrade when we rose at 4.30 a.m., but the mop’s were still stiff-frozen at that moment > so no “accidents” could be mopped. The orange Song Thrush was not alive anymore. The water-basins in the aviaries were stiff-frozen and the Hedgehogs hadn’t eaten at all due to the cold !! At 7.35 a.m. we had to take back from the Aviary the Twite (10-186; September 4th ’10) > was sitting complete bulging !! And this while the Zebra-finches (from descent tropical birds) don’t care at all. The wing-injury of the Buzzard is smelling well and there is a good position of the fractures. We could remove definitively the hanging cast from the wing of the Hooded Crow > there is no fracture. However, the injury likes more in the direction of an electrocution > so we continued with Dermisol-cream. Self-eating however isn’t yet the case. The Song Thrush, found dead this morning, showed after plucking being bone-and bone-thin: with the ridge on the sternum one could shave himself. And this while it was the best eater of the two !! During a further examination we found (at least) one shot-hole in the left shoulder end huge hemorrhages in the under-arm of the left wing, in the left shoulder and as well it colored dark red inside the belly > so is slowly internal bled-to-death after being shot. At the end of the morning it was 3,5 °Centigrade and we received 2 Greek visitors from Mandamádos. After the siesta it became under a shining sun and a cloudless blue sky really a good 4 °Centigrade.

December 13th:  we rose in 2 °Centigrade and thereafter we noticed that the yesterday taken-back Twite had passed away quietly in his sleep . . . . But after all we don’t have all the eternal life. The planned skin-correction for the head of ex Tom-Cat “Zen” is cancelled, because meanwhile the injury is closed and hair is starting to grow again > so only a question of patience. The Hedgehogs had hardly till not eaten. Today meat had to be processed again: 16.260 kilo (for 111.68 Euro; total now this year 862.070 kilo for 5884.77 Euro) and Douglas & Janice came all the way in the freezing cold from Parákoila to assist Ineke, Carina and Anouska. Meanwhile we have started with the Annual Report 2010.   

Strong winds

Strong winds disrupted yesterday ferry services from Piraeus and Aegina. A state of emergency was called yesterday on Samos as waves driven by gale-force winds pounded the eastern Aegean island’s main coastal road. 
Fuel leak

An Aegean Star passenger ferry was leaking fuel yesterday after it hit the jetty at the port of Lesvos. The crash caused an 8-meter gash in the side of the ship. Port officials and volunteers were making efforts to pump fuel out of the boat’s tank. The environmental damage caused by the leak has not yet been estimated.

It didn’t became warmer as 4 °Centigrade today. We started taking “Grey Bear” more inside our house, because in the Sick Bay he was suffering under a lack of enough attention. In the siesta it started raining and that was still the case the whole evening. At 9.30 p.m. our own cats had caught a mouse in our kitchen, but not eaten (total 19 now) > kept for the Barn Owls.

December 14th:  5 °Centigrade and dry this morning. At last there was eaten a bit by the Eastern Hedgehogs. The remnant (red) Song Thrush was transferred to the Aviary hoping he’ll make it there till the release in March 2011 > id didn’t make a lot sense keeping him for a longer time in a small cage. Releasing now is impossible, because it’s straight bingo for those idiots with shot-guns !! “Grey Bear” is doing quite well inside the house and is sometimes already exploring his environment. At the end of the morning it had become 9 °Centigrade.
Winter weather

Heavy snowfall in northern Greece yesterday led to the closure of all schools in the regions of Macedonia and Thrace as travel on many roads was precarious. Meanwhile on the island of Rhodes, prefectural workers sought to repair the damage wreaked along the island’s west coast by heavy rain and choppy seas.

December 15th:  we rose in 5 °Centigrade and all patients were still alive in the Sick-Bay. At 4.40 a.m. we could see a mouse running away in the kitchen of the House-next-door, but that one showed at 6.15 a.m. being trapped in the glue > finished and thrown away (total 20 now). The Hedgehogs had eaten very well !! The Song Thrush, yesterday transferred to the Aviary, was seen over there at daylight alive and kicking. We have removed the ganging cast from the wing of the Pigeon; seems to have grown together. The Hooded Crow was “relieved” from his bandage with Dermisol-cream > he/she was removing the square of gauze with cream as soon as he/she saw the chance, so this wasn’t of much help. The “cooked” part must now heal on it’s own. Both trainees are training themselves in independently (and without “eyes-watching-their-fingers”) feeding the bigger birds of prey, like Honey Buzzard and Common Buzzard. It became 7 °Centigrade this morning with ice-cold drizzling rain-showers.  We had to take back the blind Rook due to the bad weather.

December 16th:  7 °Centigrade when we rose and it was dry. Again a dead mouse could be removed out of the glue in the Kitchen of the House-next-door (21 in total now). A new outdoor-cat has made her entrance in our court-yard: a Tortoise-shell this time. The Honey Buzzard is becoming evidently too heavy > must diminish a good 7,5% otherwise she isn’t able for “taking off” in the future !! The Hedgehogs had eaten very well. At 6.30 a.m. it had stopped “being dry” !! We have removed the double hanging cast from the wing of the Buzzard and changed it for a single one > the injuries weren’t at all like we had hoped and so we started with Dermisol-cream. Because of the everywhere running mice in “The Keep” there are now over there as well glue-covered pieces of wood with cheese, but indeed on places where it’s no harm for the birds. The three ladies have visited this morning the Environmental-Education-Center (ΚΠΕ) in Asómatos. It didn’t became warmer as 8 °Centigrade today. The blind Rook we had to take back-in due to the rain at 1 p.m. and doing so we discovered the first mouse already in the glue in “The Keep” (so now 22). The rest of the day it rained intermittently. At 3.55 p.m. we had the 2nd mouse in “The Keep” (23). Several times the Sparrowhawk is vomiting the given food > ??

December 17th:  7 °Centigrade and rain !! The doggie “Tríti” is eating already for days quite badly > here as well the reason is unknown !! In the kitchen of the House-next-door again a mouse was trapped in the glue (now 24). In spite of the rain, the Hedgehogs had eaten well. Before 8 o’clock the first mouse in “The Keep” was “glued” already (25). We started treating the injuries of the Buzzard now with Dermisol-solvens. From a dead pigeon-chicken discovered this morning in the nest-tower in the pigeon-cage in “The Keep”, and which was thrown into the cage of the Buzzards, was after 5 minutes nothing left-over !! This in spite of the food-bowls of this morning filled upon the top . . . . Because the gas-cooker in the kitchen of the House-next-door (after “mis-handling” in the past by trainees/volunteers) now definitively was dead and gone, we had to buy a new apparatus: electric with three heating-plates and a small oven thereunder. But of course this were expenses again . . . . !! This morning it became, after it was dry again, 10 °Centigrade. Because again the Sparrowhawk has vomited the given food, we have decided to release her tomorrow: when we keep her here, she certainly will die. Now in any case she’ll have a chance.

December 18th:   6 °Centigrade and dry !! Our eldest he-dog, “Humpy” (* August 1997; case-number 98-017, February 13th 1998) is showing evidently signs of aging: does hardly go for a walk early in the morning any more and is showing pain, but we can’t examine him, because he isn’t allowing us to do so (never he has allowed this !!). “Tríti” was refusing again to eat and in the afternoon it’s as well scanty measure !! The Hedgehogs had eaten well again. At 6.15 a.m. in “The Keep” a mouse was soo obsessed by the cheese-trap, that he continued walking in circles here around and didn’t notice the human precense. With one well placed pat with a putty-knife it was “helped into the eternal cheese-grounds” > so the remnants are still useful for the Barn Owls (so 26 now). In the cage of the Little Owls for the first time since days there was some food left-over, so it seems we have destroyed the most principal perpetrators !! We could start removing dry, dead tissue out of the wing of the Hooded Crow > he/she is definitively disabled now. 

Release:  

at exactly 10 o’clock we have released on the “fox-release-ground” above Achladerí the shot female Sparrowhawk > during the walking downwards towards the ground first there was quiet and thereafter more and more agitated “talking”. She flew away low over the ground (typically for a Sparrowhawk) landing further in a high tree.

On our way back we could fill our car with green materials for the days to come. At homecoming it showed the brother of “Reddy” had hided himself in “The Keep”, where he had tried stealing the cheese from the glue-trap > his whole mustache was covered with glue !! He wasn’t keen enough departing via the opened door, but tried via the bars before the cage of the Eagle Owls. They didn’t appreciated such a visitor so much . . . . !! After our efforts to get him away from there, he first tried via the cage of the Little Owls, and hided later in the window-niche in the cage of the Eagle Owls. With thick leather gloves tried to get him out of there, and doing so he tried via an emergency-jump exactly into the waterbowl of the Eagle Owls. At last we succeeded in getting him outside > for the time being he will not be so approachable any more. After a dry morning it became 10 °Centigrade. The cerebral disabled Byzantine Little Owl “Pállas”, which since entering the LWH September 22nd 2008 (08-136) all the time had been force-fed, is since a couple of days on her own eating from the offered food from the tweezers > so never loose courage and always keep hoping in this kind of “cases” . . . . !!   

December 19th:  we rose in 12,5 °Centigrade with a south-southwestern wind (5 Beaufort). “Pállas” has for the first time eaten on her own out of a bowl (5) > so received a bowl in her cage. As a comparison a photo how she entered the LWH: (6) It seems if indeed we are defeating severe the food-stealing mice-population in “The Keep”: again there was some food left in the cage of the Little Owls and again we had a mouse (27 now). Trying closing well a badly closed window from the room of the trainees, the window was pushed-in completely > a miracle an arterial bleeding was not the result !! The window showed to have been complete rotten !! For the time being tried to close it with a piece of agricultural plastic, but we had to stop prematurely when a rain shower came down. As soon as it’s dry try to close it completely. A 2nd dead pigeon-chicken, discovered this morning in the pigeon-cage in “The Keep”, has found it’s way into the buzzard-cage > had disappeared even quicker as the predecessor from the day before yesterday. The Pigeon bitten by a dog / by dogs was transferred to the pigeon-cage in “The Keep” with colored foot-rings at 8.25 a.m. A mouse, daring walking in our kitchen, was helped to the “eternal cheese-grounds” by Ineke (28). Today it became 15 °Centigrade. The brother of “Reddy” most probably had forgotten his bad experience of yesterday, because he was seen (with the glue still present in the right side of his moustache) after he had eaten and licking his lips was challenging very potently our “Alba” in front of the window of our living !! After the siesta it showed that in the toilet of the House-next-door a mouse was scared in such a way of his/her fellow-users, that there had been a fall over the edge . . . . so no swimming-license (29). Further again another outdoor-cat is spotted: a white-and-ginger which is sitting and looking already several times in front of the window of the living in the House-next-door. Will most probably use as well the “wishing-table” on top of our Central-Heating-oven. 

December 20th:  12 °Centigrade and rain early this morning. The yesterday mentioned last white-and-ginger Tom Cat had spent the night dry in the court-yard of the House-next-door, but fled from there into the rain as soon as the door was unlocked at 4.40 a.m. As well in the kitchen of the House-next-door as in “The Keep” a mouse could be removed from the glue (31 now). “Grey Bear” is sitting on our lap now and tried with his front-paw to assist with the drawing up of the graphics > never before we had such a strange values !! We could remove again dead tissue from the wing of the Hooded Crow: like it looks now, not the whole hand-part will be lost. There is more alive tissue than we first had seen and suspected. Today the 2nd last meat-cutting-day of this year: 15.365 kilo (for 120.69 Euro; total now this year 877.435 kilo for 6005.46 Euro) which happened by Douglas & Janice, Ineke, Carina & Anouska. Under a partly clouded sky it became 15 °Centigrade today. 

December 21st:  13 °Centigrade early this morning and dry. There was a full shining moon in the sky, but we won’t see a lot from the Winter Solstice complete Lunar Eclipse because ánd the moon is under already here ánd it’s already much to light here !! And this showed to be correct, because at 6.45 a.m. the moon over here had set already. At 7.30 a.m. we could remove again a mouse from the glue in “The Keep” (32 now). We had to shorten 2 penetrating bone-pieces in the wing of the Buzzard; the injuries were treated with Dermisol-solvens. Meanwhile the inner-measures of the window in the House-next-door we have to change are measured and glass is bought > it was a difficult (and very carefully) ride homewards with a piece of glass of 160 x 75 cm sloping over the back-seat !

The inside-profiles (aluminium) meanwhile are measured, sawed and provided with holes for the screws. It became 17 °Centigrade this morning. At 12.22 p.m. a phone-call from the owner of the Dzhungarian Hamster (10-221; November 29th ’10) with the request if we could take care for two weeks of his other Hamsters, because he wouldn’t be at home for a fortnight. Answered positive. They were here at 3.15 p.m. > see further at DZHUNGARIAN HAMSTER. At 4.20 p.m. we were surprised unpleasantly by a moving bag behind our front-door in the court-yard > one had dumped three PUPPIES over there > so see further at PUPPY.

December 22nd:  it was again 13 °Centigrade this morning and a bright shining moon was visible in the sky. In the kitchen of the House-next-door at 4.40 a.m. already the first mouse was removed from the glue (33 now). The cats in the Sick-Bay are finding the cage with the hamsters mighty interesting and it’s good we have a lock on the door of the cage their cage is placed-in, because “Grey Bear” tried already opening the turnbuckle !! After having been busy with the three of us for a good 2 hours, the new window in the room of the trainees was placed and mustered; tomorrow only the finishing with silicone. Today it became a good 16 °Centigrade. At 5.22 p.m. a phone-call from Anemótia about a big “geráki” (Buzzard ??) something should be wrong with > so we’ll pick-up the bird tomorrow, because now it’s already pitch-dark.

December 23rd:  13 °Centigrade when we rose and again we had a cloudless sky with a bright shining moon. At 4.45 a.m. we removed the first mouse (now 34) out of the glue in “The Keep”. On our way to Anemótia we had to cross the mountains and they were completely covered in clouds > luckily we could keep course on the rear-lights of someone knowing all curves. In Anemótia we could see from above the position of the quite easily, but to come there we had to climb a lot > showed the way to the field was just next to where we had been climbing !! One must know !! Indeed the bird was in a small building at the soccer-field behind a locked door, but luckily they had left the keys in the lock. Showed to be a male Buzzard from which the right eye looked to be damaged for eternity > the pussy smell had filled the whole room !! So see further at BUZZARD. The way back to base was quite a lot more difficult: sometimes lesser than 10 meters sight, so we had to drive at a walk and carefully had to look for the double line in the center of the road > however that line was missing on lots of places . . . . !! Both injuries in the wing of the female Buzzard aren’t festering anymore and are almost closed !! This morning it became 16 °Centigrade. 

December 24th:  and again it was 13 °Centigrade early this morning with a bright shining waning moon in an almost cloudless sky. All patients were still alive and the new Buzzard was sitting perfectly straight and not anymore so “half-baked” like yesterday. We could remove again dead tissue from the wing of the Hooded Crow and treat it with Dermisol-cream. The wing-injury of the new Buzzard was treated as well herewith. In the right eye of the latter bird we could probe into the sinus-cavity, but the eye is intact and is reacting on light-stimulus’. Both eyes are treated again with CAF-cream. At the right side of the back an old shot-injury could be detected where the rectrices are growing > scab could be removed. He is starting swallowing more easily during force-feeding. At 11.30 a.m. we noticed from his reaction that he could see . . . . !! This morning it became 15 °Centigrade. At 12.10 p.m. a car stopped in front of our house with in therein a deaf and dumb woman with a white (as well deaf !!) cat on her lap. The son of the woman asked if we could do something with the cat, because he was already some days not OK. Showed having clogged blood in the nostrils (was removed), ears filled with pussy cerumen (cleaned and treated with Otifin) and quite a swollen right rear-leg, as well pussy. Advices & Otifin were given. Further not in the statistics.  

December 25th:  when we rose it was 15 °Centigrade under a cloudless sky, bright shining moon and with a still increasing south-southeastern Wind (6 Beaufort at that moment). But by the turn of the year it seems to be around zero. Compared with what we had thought in the beginning, the wing-injury of the Hooded Crow is improving more and more: probably a release in the future is impossible, but quite a good life in the crow-aviary is evident !! In the wing of the older (of the two in the Sick-Bay) Buzzard > so the female, are the fractures glued good together and absolutely no leakage anymore. So the hanging cast was removed and only a tiny “hot spot” was still treated with Dermisol-cream. By the way, she showed her gratitude during the placing-back in her cage by clawing the tallons of her right foot with force in the hand which held her > nice is something different !! Most probably she can be transferred still this year to the Buzzard-aviary. Her male of the same kind has eaten today for the first time (partially) “concrete food”, which was swallowed well. And while in Great Britain and Ireland “Good King Wenceslas is looking out, . . . . and the snow was round about, deep and crisp and even”, here we had a good 17 °Centigrade under a heavy clouded sky, but as well the vines as the fig-trees are sprouting already for days !! The tongue of our male Buzzard, which was at intake as dry as sole-leather and as well differing in color (see picture of the blue eye), is meanwhile again complete normal !! The ex-Tom-Cat “Zen” should be sober by early tomorrow-morning, because we’re going to check the skin on the head for an thereunder being present “corpus alienum”; e.g. a piece of bone or something else. The injuries remain festering and pussing. 

December 26th:  14 °Centigrade and heavily clouded. “Zen” didn’t understand anything that he didn’t got his breakfast and was reproaching staring at us . . . . The new Buzzard is since today complete over on “concrete food”. At 6.15 a.m. it started with softly raining. At 7.35 a.m. “Zen” got his injection > see further at his name. This morning it became only 16 °Centigrade, but the rain had stopped by midday. The Hooded Crow is starting to be more and more wild and is biting in all directions > it shall be time he/she can be transferred to the crow-aviary !! The bird got already a dark-blue ring right leg. At 4.30 p.m. we first had two people from the TV-channel “Archipelagos” from Mytiléne as visitors, whereafter they picked-up another three relatives (as well from Mytiléne). 

December 27th:  14 °Centigrade with a light rainfall, but the whole of Greece has a yellow weather-alert due to expected thunderstorms !! No mice in the glue this morning, but we could rescue a Green Toad from being glued in the kitchen of the House-next-door > transferred to a safer place. The right eye of the male Buzzard is opening more and more and the sight is improving as well by the day. The Hooded Crow was transferred at 6.30 a.m. with lots of pleasures (from both sides) to the crow-aviary in the court-yard of the House-next-door. Was sitting at 7.40 a.m. already in top of the aviary !! The surgery-injury of “Zen” is nicely dry and there is no subcutaneous swelling. The plastron of the Spurr-tighed Tortoise (10-109), which arrived October 31st with multiple fractures, is healed now: all fractures are grown well together > the waiting is now for the grow of new horny-tissue. So not allowing to hibernate has borne fruit. We left the tape intact on the shell of his cage-mate (10-183; September 2nd ’10) > we’re too frightened we’ll damage new-grown horny-tissue doing so. We had to take back-in the blind Rook at 9.35 a.m. due to heavy rain-fall !! 
Bear run over

A young Brown Bear (Ursus a. arctos) was killed on Christmas Day after being hit by a vehicle on a side road to the Egnatia Highway, a nongovernmental organization said. The Arcturos group said that the bear died near the Voygatsiko exit of the national road. Váso Petrídou of Arcturos said four bears had been killed by vehicles in 2010. She added that because of the unseasonably warm weather, bears had not yet gone into winter hibernation.

Both trainees are training further in independently feeding of the bigger birds of prey and both still have intact hands; something what couldn’t be said after feeding of the Hooded Crow !! In between the rain-showers it became 15 °Centigrade this morning. At 5 p.m. it started thundering, lightening and pouring and that continued the whole evening and night . . . . !!

December 28th:  13 °Centigrade and wet !! Today and tomorrow we still have a yellow weather-alert due to thunderstorms. The Honey Buzzard and vomited as well yesterday as the last night, so had diminished quite a lot. The Hooded Crow, yesterday transferred to the crow-aviary, has stood well the heavy weather of the past night. The female Buzzard got this morning already a colored foot-ring awaiting her transfer to the buzzard-aviary. We could cut away a lot of dead tissue from the Membrana nictitans (3rd eyelid) from her male colleague > the swelling is evidently lesser now and we hope this will grow together again. The wing-injury is healing well with the help of Dermisol-cream. At the Agrotikí Stégi in Kallonís was heard (and seen) that from the three puppies (10-234 A-C), which had been dumped in our court-yard December 21st and which were transferred by us to them, meanwhile one is re-homed. Today again meat-cutting-day, and in total 16.255 kilo (for 110.07 Euro; total now this year 893.689 kilo for 6115.53 Euro) had to be processed, which happened by Douglas & Janice and Ineke, Carina & Anouska. Because of all rain-showers (due to which we had to take back-in the Rook again) it remained 13 °Centigrade this morning. In the siesta it fell until 12 °Centigrade. The Honey Buzzard is again vomiting (almost all) given food > a bad omen, because we have had this in the past already another time and that was no happy ending !! By 5 p.m. still a Palestinian visitor from Athens.  

December 29th:  almost 9 °Centigrade but dry !! The injury of “Zen” is festering again . . . . !! Like could be expected had the Honey Buzzard diminished quite a lot. Transferring her to the aviary she was pulmonal shimmering quite a lot > so taken back and placed under antibiotics. Because the weather-forecast for the days to come is good (no rain is expected), the female Buzzard was transferred at 7.35 a.m. to the buzzard-aviary. Five minutes later already she could be seen in top of the aviary !! Her remnant in the Sick-Bay one-of-the-same-kind has meanwhile, looking very “squinting” with one eye, eaten independently from the bowl with pieces of meat !! From the AMCF we received just before the end of the year a whole box with all kinds of useful instruments, medicines and squares of gauze > so we’re very grateful again !! (7) Today the temperature rose until 9 °Centigrade and it remained dry. Scanty measure we’re trying to feed the Honey Buzzard with the softer Pallas-food . . . .

December 30th:  7.5 °Centigrade and dry. Little “Klukluk” (October 5th and following days) had to stay sober because of his neutering today. We could remove quite a huge piece of dead tissue from the right eye of the Buzzard > eye seems clean now. He is eating well by himself. With the Honey Buzzard it is still between the devil en the deep see . . . . !! At 7.45 a.m. “Klukluk” got his injection and evidently he did not agree herewith > we needed iodine for treating our bite- and scratch-injuries. But see further at TOM CAT. Did the out-door she-cat “Lapje” love it sitting in the rafters in between the central-heating-pipes (and could hardly be photographed), today she dared coming quite close to humans holding a camera. (8) Under a heavy clouded sky it remained 7.5 °Centigrade today. We received a message from Germany about our ex-patient “Scála” (10-154; July 18th – 27th ’10), which was treated over here with plastic surgery after being burnt by battery-acid:
“Die Narben von Skala’s Operation sind komplett verheilt und das Fell ist so gut nachgewachsen, dass die Stellen nicht mehr zu sehen sind. Ursprünglich wollten wir George und Skala zu Hause vermitteln. Aber das hat nicht geklappt, da zur Sommerzeit in Deutschland viele Tiere ausgesetzt werden. Heute sind wir froh das es nicht geklappt hat und wollen die beiden auch nicht mehr abgeben. Skala hat sich super bei uns eingewöhnt. Wir lassen unsere Katzen ja nur mit Halsband in den Garten. War für Skala aber nie ein Problem und hat sie sofort akzeptiert. Und das, obwohl sie ein Jahr in Griechenland frei war.”

Translation:  “The scars from Scála’s surgery are healed completely and the skin has grown soo well that the spots can’t be seen anymore. Strictly speaking we had the intention being home (again) to re-home them. But that hasn’t succeeded, because in summertime lots of animals are dumped. Now we’re glad this wasn’t successful and we don’t want to give away both of them. Scála adapted super well to us. We let our cats only out in the garden with a collar. Had never been a problem for Scála and had accepted this at once. And this although she had lived in freedom in Greece for a year.”

So let it be written !!

Thanks to the beyond-praise Dermisol-cream the wing-injury of the male Buzzard is complete OK > a nice pink skin can be seen !! 

December 31st:  5.5 °Centigrade early this morning. Again we could remove a “glued mouse” from “The Keep” (35 now). Since the Buzzard is eating independently, he is gaining weight by jumps !! In any case we could keep the “damage” for the Honey Buzzard a bit within bounds. Due to the low temperatures the Hedgehogs had eaten badly. Today for the last time this year meat was bought: 13.870 kilo (for 97.40 Euro; total now 907.559 kilo for 6212.93 Euro) which will be processed in the days to come. Meanwhile we could “re-construct” the shot-injury in the right eye of the Buzzard: from below e pellet has penetrated the lower eye-lid, went right through the Membrana nictitans to leave the body via the bone-ridge above the eye. It really may named a wonder that the eye itself remained undamaged. That we’re so sure about this “route”  is because the other way around technically is impossible. At 11.13 a.m. a phone-call from the Fire-Brigade in Mytiléne about a “Geráki” which was stuck in a fence. It was at the cross-road to Géras turn to the right and than at the bridge turn to the right into a track. At a red fence we had to be. Luckily that on our out-journey the clever idea was launched to take the wire-cutter with us, because that one we indeed needed. Complete stuck in the barbed wire was a Long-legged Buzzard. It took 5 minutes to cut the wire in such a way the bird could be taken with us wíth the piece of wire at 11.50 a.m. So see further at LONG-LEGGED BUZZARD. Today it became almost 8 °Centigrade.  

Aantal km. gereden voor ophalen/vrijlaten patiënten: 331                               (totaal dit jaar 3103 kilometer)

Totaal aantal opnames deze maand: 18 [wilde dieren: 07; andere 11] (totaal aantal opnames dit jaar 288: 194 wilde dieren, 094 andere; totaal sinds het begin der registratie in 1996: 4597), waarvan:

Amount of present patients is now (at least) 146 (until December 31st  11:50 a.m.) 

Total amount of visitors this month:  015                     total this year: 0745)

Kinds of animals who are mentioned like this were for the first time in treatment in the L.W.H.  
Amount of kilometers (Animal-Ambulance) for bringing-in/releasing animals this month 331 (total this year 3103 kilometers)

Total amount of intakes this month: 018 [wild ones: 07; others 011, (total this year 288: wild ones 194, others 094; total since the start of registration in 1996: 4597) of which:

TOM CAT (Felis catus): 2; the first was “Zen” from Pétra. Had been here twice before: July 20th 2006 (06-142) and March 14th 2007 (07-030) for castration. He had now a quite huge, older bite-injury on the head. Due to “rubbing” the pus was smeared over the whole head and this has etched-away all hair. (9) We’ll start cleaning first before we can start a therapy. (see as well December 13th). December 26th he entered for the last time (we hope !!) the Surgery. With a probe tube we could come very deep and on guidance of this instrument the skin was opened. There was a deep, little hole in the frontal bone (just above the left eye-socket), with a wild-grow of tissue coming here from. Wild-grow could be removed completely. Scar-tissue from the primary injury was removed and the incision was closed with 3 U-stitches and 1 normal one (Vicryl 3/0). (see as well December 29th). The 2nd was “Klukluk”, which had chosen us October 5th 2010 and which had stayed. Was yet never taken-in as a patient and so this happened now. In exactly 6 minutes his both crown-jewels were promoted into buzzard-food. 

PUPPY (Canis familiaris): 5 ; the first two (1-1) literally just born little ones; already quite cold. Were thrown-away in a bag their mother’s food had been bought in. With 0,5 cc T-61 stopped the squeezing . . . . The next three (2-1) had already brown eyes (so older as 8 weeks !!) and had been dumped in a huge sack over the under-door in our court-yard (10). We have brought them to the Agrotikí Stégi in Kallonís, because this we can’t stand anymore . . . . !! (see as well December 28th).

HE-DOG (Canis familiaris): 1 ca 4 months old little one. Left eye was completely covered with clogged blood > cleaned and CAF-cream given. At a further examination it showed there was as well an inclavations-fracture of the skull, left side in between eye and ear . . . . !! (11) That spot perforated spontaneously at 5.15 p.m. > lots of bloody mess came out. (12) (see as well December 5th).

PIGEON (Columba livia dom.): 1 adult from Mytiléne. Two weeks (!!) before intake bitten by dog(s) and the result was (except from the loss of a lot of feathers) as well a fracture of the right humerus. This is now almost a pseudo-arthrosis. “Hoping for the best” still a hanging cast was given. (see as well December 15th & 19th)
BAY WINGED HAWK ssp (Parabuteo u. unicinctus): 1 from Mytiléne. Is nr 10-201. The Owner had given for food a dead Pigeon, discovered in the streets > so the bird was poisoned again. Those stupid Greeks never understand anything and it should be forbidden for those people keeping such (expensive and special) birds !! Half an ampoule of Atropine was injected (bird had already vomited during the trip to here) and lots of Ringers was given to drink. Further hoping for the best and we’ll see tomorrow. (13) (see as well December 8th).

SONG THRUSH (Turdus philomelos): 2 adults from Mytiléne. The first had old blood around the bill and the right wing isn’t as well like it should be. Wing was given hanging cast. Got red ring left foot. (see as well December 9th, 14th & 15th) The 2nd was announced as WOOD COCK. Was quite dull and was only missing the rectrices > so observation. Got orange ring left foot. Was after a while more vivid. (see as well December 12th). 
HOODED CROW ssp (Corvus cornix sharpii): 1 adult, as well from Mytiléne. Huge hemorrhages with (possibly) fracture in hand-part of the right wing. As well hanging cast was given. ( see as well December 10th, 12th, 15th  and following days in December). 
BUZZARD (Buteo buteo): 2; the first was a female, found shot in Mória. Open fracture left humerus (bone is broken on two places !!) > 1 injury could be closed with 1 U-stitch. Double hanging cast was given. (14) Probably the fracture is the result of crashing after being shot. For the injuries detected at intake: (15 & 16) After having spent the whole evening on her belly, there was a bit of standing straight at 10.50 p.m. (see as well December 12th,16th  & 25th) Got a dark-blue ring right foot. (see December 29th).
The 2nd was a male from Anemótia. Right eye was one mess of puss, but could be cleaned and the eye thereunder seems to be OK. Over here shot-hole was found. (17)  Left eye is complete opaque, so nothing can be seen herewith. (18) Showed having a very old injury (> than 2 weeks old) in the skin of the upper arm of the left wing, which for the time being couldn’t be stitched. Both eyes were treated with CAF-cream. Body-weight at intake was 605 gram. Will have 7 x 25 IU Baytril. Is treated with PINEX-spray as well because was overcrowded with feather-parasites !! (see as well December 24th, 25th & 28th) December 29th we have again made a photo of the right eye: (19)  

DZHUNGARIAN HAMSTER (Phoclopus sungorus): 1 couple from Eressoú. They were delivered in a cage more colorful as practical. We only have to take care of them, because the owners aren’t at home for the weeks to come. Because the most necessarily provision (like hay for a sleeping-nest) was missing, we have to start with given a handful of that in both cages (under- and top). 

LONG-LEGGED BUZZARD (Buteo rufinus): 1 female from a field at the mouth of the Evergetoúla-river. She has fastened herself completely in the barbed wire with the right wing (turned around 4 – 5 times !!). Bird was taken with us together with a piece of wire. (20) Over here with lots of troubles the wire (21) could be removed and wonder above wonders: only skin-injuries . . . . !! Injuries treated with Dermisol-cream. Had quite a lot of feather-parasites > treated with PINEX-spray. Was 1339 gram at intake (with the barbed wire !!).   







