I Am The Wind

Stay. Do not fear me.

I come in all humility

To beg of you, enlighten me

What does it mean to be

A dog?

For I long to know the essence

Of blood, bone and sinew

And of the untamed spirit

That moves from deep within you

I seek to make amends, you see

For all of human cruelty

That dogs endure so blamelessly

A shame beyond compare

One I can no longer bear

…………

Man! Come closer yet

Let me see you pose no threat

Ah, your face is kind, your eyes sincere

I grant your wish this day austere

In wasteland winter of the year

My name is blown from cloud to cloud

It calls the tides in furies loud

It tosses trees, their branches sway

While grasses wave in wild display

Know me, know this:

I am the wind

The wind is me

We are as one since antiquity

Of noble bearing, lineage old

Fleet, sleek, rare beauty to behold

And honour-bound since time untold
To guard pride and heart profound

The valour of sighthounds

Our breed, once above rubies prized

By King, by Pharaoh, princes all

We league upon league would race to the kill

Our masters to please, their purses to fill

Exalted age, long past and dust

We fell from favour, lost Master's trust

Now we survive, live day by day

And in all things we keep away

From Man

Keep pace with me to yonder hill

It is my place, so cool and still

A tree grows there, is ever green

It shades a spirit all unseen

Look down upon that hollow there

The spot I saw my Lady Fair

She rose from sleep so full of grace

I dared not move, glance at her face

With dawn reflected in her eyes

She gazed into infinity

A queenly air, a gentle guise

A radiant divinity!

The sight of her, the smell of her

Sent my senses reeling

In passions wild, for me unknown

Such depths of tender feeling

Twilight rain adorned her head

With lustrous, brilliant diadem

Her fur white velvet to the touch

And O! I loved her very much

Where she would run there

I would follow, o'er hill and dale

Down to the hollow where

End of day we lay entwined

In tempestuous love, defying time

From sun to sun we danced on breezes

Where fancy leads, whatever pleases

O! Sweet, swift days of rapture true

Scented with honey, with morning dew

And we two in spring under azure sky

Chased butterflies as they flew by

See you that woodland near the field

Where trees so dense form a savage shield

From hence one peaceful, sunlit day

A shot burst forth, a demon's dart

That ravaged my love, tore her apart

The heavens howled in outrage

The sun withdrew its light

And in that very instant

Day plunged into night

I dashed to her, I screamed in vain

Heart wrenched from me

She writhed in pain!

Then moonbeams cool as silver took pity on her plight

And cast behind a veil of clouds a pale and gentle light

To soothe my love, my treasure own

I feared that night to be alone

I lay by her in clutch of dread

In horror watched her lifeblood spread

Upon a ground so cold and bare

An unworthy shrine for my Lady Fair

I licked each precious drop away

All red as flame, hot as fever

Vowing in this world

I would never leave her

She turned her face to look at me

Her countenance a silent plea

Then one last glance with glints of dawn

One soft moan and she was gone

My vigil began in accursed dark

With sole companion, a bitter heart

As once we in our hollow lay, innocence sublime

In death I shall protect her until the end of time

Day upon day a yellow sun blazed in summer sky

While each full moon paid tribute with a mournful sigh

The high winds wailed in waiting, impatient for a year

To finally claim their sister, aloft to stellar sphere

My Lady Fair, undying love

Died here where we now stand

Her heart and soul, life's vital spark

Fell prey to hand of Man

For me there is but sorrow

The torment will not cease

I care nothing for tomorrow

Her loss forbids release

…………

My gentle fellow creature!

What wisdom is now mine

Of faithful love, of courage, bound with gallant pride

All feelings these which ever singly do reside

In dog, in man, the two never more divide

I weep for her, I grieve with you

Your loneliness is shared

Pray, lift from me this stain of shame

I beg forgiveness in the name

Of goodness on this Earth

Let me touch you, heal your heart

And dare no Man drive us apart

Along our journey gone from here

Far removed from woe and fear

Where you shall always be by me

And I by you in constancy 

…………

I forgive you, Master

Will you lead the way?
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