7 July 2011 
APPEAL TO ALL ANIMAL WELFARE GROUPS ACROSS THE GLOBE

· ICAWC 2011 is coming to Eastern Europe

ICAWC, the International Companion Animal Welfare conference, is an essential tool for anyone working in the field of animal welfare. Now celebrating its 15th successful year, the two day conference is returning to Eastern Europe and will be held in Latvia from 18th – 20th October.
ICAWC is the leading conference of its kind and brings together hundreds of animal welfare workers from across the globe who are united in their bid to make the world a better place for companion animals. Delegates spend an intensive two days exchanging knowledge and gaining support and skills from their international contemporaries and industry specialists.
ICAWC founder and CEO of the UK’s largest dog welfare charity, Dogs Trust, Clarissa Baldwin comments:

“Over the last 15 years ICAWC has welcomed over 2,000 individuals and groups from all corners of the world who share a passion for animal welfare. This is an essential conference for all those in the industry as it provides a platform to learn and share experiences. 
Whether you are part of an international charity, from a veterinary background  or an individual working alone in you community there is something for everyone and we look forward to welcoming you into the global animal welfare family.”
This year over 21 speakers from across the world will present on topics such as:
· Fundraising and marketing
· Disease and vaccinations

· Politics and lobbying

· Education 

· Behaviour and training 
· Neutering and population control

· Using the media 
· Raising adoption numbers in shelters
ICAWC delegates will be able to take part in workshops where they will be able to pose questions to speakers and actively take part in debates. 

A particularly interesting attending group is Eurogroup for Animals who are now working with companion animals and will be talking about the policy issues which affect animals across the EU. 
Delegates who are interested in signing up for a 50% early bird discount should sign up before 15th August. 

Travel Details

The conference is to be held at Riga Latvian Society, MERĶEĻA St. 13, RIGA, LV1050, LATVIA and guests can stay at Tallink Hotel Riga, Tallink Hotel Riga, Elizabetes iela 24. Riga, LV-1050, Latvia
The conference registration fee is €50 per delegate (€25 if you register before 15th August).. Delegates can register online at www.icawc.org or contact Helen Speake, ICAWC, 17 Wakley Street, London EC1V 7RQ, UK. Email international@dogstrust.org.uk
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The International Companion Animal Welfare Conference was developed by its organisers with the belief in working towards a world where no healthy companion animal is destroyed for want of a caring home with responsible owners. 

Mission Statement
The International Companion Animal Welfare Conference (ICAWC) is dedicated to: 

· Elevating the level of care for companion animals 

· Promoting positive animal welfare legislation 

· Developing and promoting educational programmes to encourage better understanding, appreciation and care of companion animals 

· Assisting animal welfare organisations in strengthening their projects 

· Providing a platform for the interchange of ideas that impact on companion animals 

· Through "Strength in Numbers" making the world a better place for companion animals

 
