July 2010, text only

LOG-BOOK: 

News about Greece is in blue.

All patients mentioned below one can find back in our monthly report.

July 1st:  all patients were still alive this morning. At 6.10 a.m. it showed the Tom-cat “Poekie” had stopped in the street in front of the House-next-door a huge rat (39 cm head-tail), which was looking in agony to its stalker. With a flash of the heel an abrupt end could be made to this agony . . . . !! “Poekie” was praised into heavens and the mortal remains were given later to the Dog-fox, which accepted it with joy !! At 7.35 a.m. it showed “Pinky” had made an end to the search-trip of the pregnant spouse (was 41 cm head-tail) for her meanwhile deceased husband. “Pinky” received some nice biscuits and she was placed in the fridge to be given tonight to the Dog-fox. We have transferred for an hour or so the Peregrine Falcon to the peregrine-aviary to get used to his colleagues and the cage. We heard that the Pigeon from Mytiléne won’t come anymore > is dead and the remnants were “dumped”, so research is impossible. At 9.03 a.m. we have transferred the juvenile Collared Dove “hoping for the best” to the Aviary > has got no footring. At 9.15 a.m. the yesterday-evening taken0in juvenile Sparrow was already almost gone > is swallowing hardly till not, so feeding is impossible. At 10.10 a.m. we found him gone. At 11.20 a.m. a “simmering” moped announced the arrival of someone and this showed to be the little Athiná from Kallonís, sitting behind her grand-dad,  with in her hands a found PIPISTREL BAT > so see over there. The juvenile Collared Dove, this morning transferred to the Aviary, was (luckily) seen eating on its own. 

July 2nd:  all patients were still alive early this morning and the little Bat was drinking well. The 6 juvenile owls (4 Little owls and 2 Scop’s Owls) had missed one feeding last night and had got food in their cages: maybe only the orange Little Owl has eaten himself. There could be detected nothing anymore from the 2 huge rats from yesterday !! As well the juvenile Barn Owl as the adult blind one are since yesterday evening together with the other 4 > sometimes there is some quarrelling, but no injuries could be found. The Pigeon (10-118; June 15th) where we detected only June 28th that there had been a shoulder-injury, was transferred with colored footrings to the pigeon-cage in “The Keep”: the injury is complete closed now.

Release: 

at 10 a.m. was released in the Tsianás-river the juvenile Yellow-legged Gull (10-125; June 19th). This time the first thing what was done, was not taking an extended bath, but drinking a lot and looking around. Thereafter the bird was walking towards the sea.

At the same moment there was a phone-contact with the State Veterinary Service in Mytiléne about the examinations of the dead Pigeon and Collared Doves: showed the birds had been overfilled with worms. We’ll receive the official results by post and as well a (possible) therapy. We had to remove the disabled (purple) Pale Barn Owl (09-216; December 5th ’09) from the Sick-Bay and to lodge it in the aviary of the barn Owls in “The Keep” > was sóó aggressive the last weeks that hardly could be fed. By the way, we need our hands for more than only this bird. Now it is for this one “going up or going down” . . . . !! Was spotted at 7 p/m/ already above in the aviary in s houslet together with a mate !!

July 3rd:  all patients were still alive early this morning; as well in the Sick-Bay as in “The Keep”. The orange Little owl has eaten in any case; however, has a snotty nose on both sides so will be treated for 5 days with Baytril !! The Kestrel must have eaten on his own: 1 feeding less and the other two not complete. At 6.45 a.m. we have transferred as well from the Sick-Bay to the barn owl-cage the blue (10-002; January 4th ’10) and the brown Barn Owl (09-185; October 7th ’09). The juvenile will follow tomorrow after the measuring. So in the Sick-Bay will remain only the blind Darn Barn Owl (10-079; May 26th ’10) and the old orange (08-144; July 31st ’08). Because the House Martin (10-109; June 10th ’10) is no adult (what we had thought first), but a “nest-misfit-juvenile” which is missing from the left wing the finger-part, we of course could have “finished” the little one. However, we have transferred him/her to the Aviary, where the last couple of days can be spent in “freedom”, because it wants to live so very much !! There is food present for insect-eaters. The Peregrine Falcon will be transferred as well permanently to the peregrine-aviary Monday-morning. At 3.23 p.m., when we called the outdoor-cats for their meal, there came a reaction out of the Aviary by the House Martin screaming loudly for food and desperately trying to reach the door flying  . . . . we couldn’t bring ourselves to kill him, so we have taken it back in and fed . . . . (softies we are !!)

July 4th:  the little Pipistrelle Bat was found at 5.25 a.m., hanging with one wing from the roof-netting of the cage, but very stiff and very dead. The juvenile barn Owl is, after being measured and fed for the last time, transferred to the barn-owl-cage in “The Keep” for flying-practices. Over there no dead owls were found !! 

What we had suspected already from the most part of the Swifts we’re treating now, became reality when we tried to released three from the four: neither the red (10-114; June 14th), nor the silver (10-121; June 16th) nor the green (10-129; June 22nd) was able to fly. All three had a deformation in the big flight-feathers, due to which those were too bended and hardly had width enough. With pain in our hearts (because after all we had taken them in our hands and fed them at least 9 times a day since their entrance in the LWH) we have “sent them into heaven” in another way . . . .

We have removed the hanging cast from the wing of the juvenile Pigeon with the wing-fracture > is grown together well. So in a day or two can be transferred to the pigeon-cage in “The Keep” for flying-practices. We have discovered that the bill-deformation, the juvenile Jackdaw (10-094; June 2nd) had at entrance, meanwhile has disappeared completely. At 4.25 p.m. the Mediterranean Peregrine Falcon (10-132; June 23rd) was, after being fed, transferred as disabled to the peregrine-aviary on top of the roof of “The Keep”. The wing is indeed cured and with lots of exercises a good flying bird could be reached, but his cramped foot makes him not fit to hunt !! At 7.17 p.m. a phone-call from Mónika (Shelter in Skála Eressoú) about a young fox which was completely mistreated: beaten etc. Is completely malnourished and shriveled up. Advices for tonight were given and the poor one is coming tomorrow. Our complete house is swarming from blue ticks > one can see them walking over the floors !! So we started treating the doggies against this pest; on the cats one can hardly find them. Just before midnight we were woke up by a phone-call in which we were told the fox will leave Skála Eressoú tomorrow-morning at 8 o’clock . . . . (nice to know, but had this to be told at this hour ??).

July 5th:  all patients were still alive early this morning. There was hardly eaten by the Barn Owls in “The Keep” and as well the juvenile Peregrine Falcon is looking in astonishment wat the other three are doing at the food-bowls. But they all will getting hungry and start to eat. At 7.30 a.m. was with colored footrings transferred to the pigeon-cage in “The Keep” Pigeon 10-107 (June 10th), which came in with a wing-fracture, and which was followed one hour later by Pigeon 10-134 (June 26th), which only had been thin. While we were waiting for the little fox, we received a Norwegian visitor from Oslo and we were informed by phone that the little fox maybe is blind. The little one had been the whole night on a drip to get him through. He was here at 9.45 a.m. and the bearers could tell us he had peed on the trip to here. See further at DOG-FOX. The three bearers (fem) had a short tour around as well. And so while on one side was worked cleaning and treating the Fox and guiding the visitors, at the other side meat was processed by Ineke & Janice: 19,635 kilo for 128,56 Euro; total now this year 518 kilo for 3494,12 Euro). At 11.30 a.m. the panic little Dog-Fox had changed already in a quiet sleeping creature with the nose hidden under the tail !! At 12.02 p.m. a phone-call from Carla (rep), that she will pass-by with some thrown-away-alive puppies; the eyes still closed . . . . And it showed to be six puppies (1-5) > see further at PUPPY. We have discovered at 4.30 p.m. that our first Cub, which is lodged now in “The Keep” has a complete closed left eye > this wasn’t yet the case during the visitors this morning. So we’ll keep a watchful eye (our right one > maybe it’s contagious !!) and hope it will i9mprove, because a treatment we won’t allow us anymore !! Since it’s not so “busy” anymore in the cage of the juvenile swallows, the two remnant birds are evidently pining away and the “nest-misfit House Martin” had given up hope at 5.35 p.m.: was still alive, but . . . . Ay 6.41 p.m. a phone-call from Russian people in Hotel Pansélinos in Eftaloú about (probably) a Swift > if tomorrow still alive they will come and bring the bird. At 6.47 p.m. a phone-call they should leave at that moment to bring the bird. Showed to be a just hatched one, they had been feeding all the day with caught flies > so see further at SWIFT.    

July 6th:  like was expected the baby Swift was not alive anymore at 5.20 a.m. The little Dog-Fox was sleeping quietly, but the juvenile House Martin (10-108; June 10th) was gasping for breath laying on the back > suffering was stopped !!During the measuring and feeding of the patients in the Sick-Bay, the blind little Dog-Fox came quietly laying next to our feet. The Barn Owls in “The Keep” had evidently eaten better. The left eye of the Dog-Fox in “The Keep” was this morning normally open.

Re-homing: 

at 8.40 a.m. the ex Tom-Cat “Ámmos” (07-145; July 29th 2007) was handed over to start his trip to Holland. He had come-in after a traffic-accident, due to which he had suffered a transverse myelitis of the lower part of the body. We could bring back the function in one leg, but the lame one was troubling him soo much he was biting in it till it was bleeding. So we have amputated that leg and thereafter one could see him recuperate day by day. He is running, jumping and climbing now like one with four legs and will be rehomed with the ex-trainee Anouke, who met him in 2008 and fell in love with him. As soon she should have her own house, she could have him and that’s the case now. 

At 10 a.m. the release of the last remnant Swift had almost succeeded !! We received 3 students from the University of the Aegean: 1 from Iráklion (Crete) , 1 from Palaiofáliro (Athens) and the 3rd from Cartagena (Spain).  

The Aegean Wildlife Hospital...

A member of a conservation group releases a bird into the air on the Aegean island of Paros yesterday. The Aegean Wildlife Hospital, set up in 1995, takes in sick and injured animals from across the island and nurses them back to health. (note from the L.W.H.: this on paper our “mother-hospital” of which we are as well on paper a First-Aid-Station)
News-alert:
at 4.25 p.m. we discovered that the blind little Dog-Fox in any case can see something, because he is walking through the Sick-Bay without bumping against anything . . . . So there is hope !!

Because of his appearance we have named him “Spitz” (pointed). At 5.07 p.m. we received a phone-call from Anouke that “Ámmos” had arrived safe and sound in Holland > so case from 2007 is at last “closed” !! There were some children at our doorstep to tell that at the soccer-field there was an knocked-down dog > told that if they should bring the dog, we could give first-aid, but that we couldn’t take-in the dog > we have no free cages anymore !! Médie phoned at 7.57 about some puppies  > will deliver them tomorrow in Kallonís to Ineke. At 8.01 p.m. our neighbor Charálambos brought us a pigeon which had come from our roof and had fallen in his court-yard > could have been escaped from an attack of a Sparrowhawk and is missing all the tail-feathers. Is a kid from in the past released by us birds and even could have had hatched in the pigeon-cage in “The Keep”. So see further at PIGEON. And while the whole soccer- and orange-loving world was preparing for the semi-finale of the World Championship, we were “rapped on the knuckles” by our two experts in Holland Ben Steinfort and Jelle Hofstra, that the snake caught by us June 17th hadn’t been a Caucasian Whip snake, but a Montpellier Snake (Malpolon monspessulanus), a member of the Viper-family. This kind has venom-delivering fangs, but isn’t deadly for humans. So thanks and we’ll change it in our records. 

July 7th:  all patients were still alive early this morning. The self-eating of the 6 juvenile Owlets hasn’t yet the wished results. Since yesterday we have started carefully giving “Spitz” some little bits of Pallas-food. Because the yesterday taken-in Pigeon as well is bending the head in a strange way backwards, we have given him/her 1 tablet L-Spartakon (anti-worm for pigeons); this after thinking about the report of the State-Veterinary-Service. The other Pigeon we have and with the same symptoms (10-127; June 19th) as well got one. At 8.04 a.m. Ineke received in Kallonís a box with puppies > so see at PUPPY. Because we had after 5 p.m. a bit “lousy taste in our knees” seeing the juvenile Mediterranean Peregrine Falcon, we have caught him and measured. When he was measured July 4th early in the morning, the body-weight was 536 > now it had diminished until 462 gram !! So had hardly till not eaten. The almost blind little Dog-Fox has also a trailing foot left rear-leg, we have seen.

July 8th:  no victims early this morning. At 8.15 a.m. we have tried for the 2nd time in vain to release the juvenile Swift: he/she is flying and is making distance but isn’t getting a lift so crash-landings were again the results. In a day or so we’ll give him/her the third and last chance . . . . !! Die to not predicted rain-fall we had to take-in earlier some animals (under which the baby-tortoises). We received the quotation (and we agreed) for the remedy of the waterlogging in the House-next-door and the new pointing of the outside-wall of “The Keep” > for 2000 Euro everything should be done; including the digging !! After the siesta we received the notary from our village (from Mytiléne), who was showed around and who had a lot of questions. Maybe she can help us in the future. The Dog-Fox in “The Keep” is growing wilder and wilder and it’s hardly responsible anymore changing the food-bowls without protecting clothes > so a good omen !! Can be released now soon.

July 9th:  the almost blind little Dog-Fox in the Sick-Bay has produced last night for the first time since his intake here a normal turd !! At 7.15 a.m. he produced another one and this one was full of worms > so we started at once with Mansonil-cream.  

At 8.30 a.m. a mini-bull-dozer came rattling creeping upon our houses and wanted to start behind the houses. But first neighbor Charálambos had to be wakened to remove his little shit-car from just before the entrance of that field > took 13 minutes before the entrance was free. At exactly 9 a.m. the first shovel went into the earth. At our side of the house it was easy, but at the side of the House-next-door there had to be drilled quite a lot in the rocks. But at 10.45 a.m. Nico was busy over there as well emptying the ditch. (1) A quarter of an hour later it was suddenly quite quiet > leaks in the hydraulic system !!

Release: 

at 11.20 a.m. we have caught the juvenile Barn Owl (10-110; June 10th) and set free in the deserted houslet (2) > will only be booked as released when she is not present over there any more.

There came 4 people from Thessaloniki, but they weren’t at all interested > so we wonder why they came over here ?? Thereafter children with a kitten with dirty eyes; there were 4 )of 5 ??) others and according to them they had no mother anymore. Due to the condition they definitively had a suckling mother, so they were told to bring back the kitten. At 1.03 p.m. a phone-call from Pigadákia (Káto Trítos) about a heron-like with a broken wing > so we picked it up over there. Was in our hands at 2 p.m. > see further at LITTLE BITTERN.   

July 10th:  even the yesterday taken-in Little Bittern was still alive, although a lot was vomited !! Body-weight was now 118 (-7) gram. At 6.40 a.m. no Barn Owl could be detected in the deserted Houslet > so case closed. Had been in our care for exactly 1 month.

In spite of the hydraulic problems, they continued by nine a.m. with the water-tightening of the back-wall of both houses. And so one can see typical Greek working-situations: a young Albanian “Stéphanos” is sitting on his knees in the yesterday digged ditch, cleaning the walls from dust and sand with a brush, while Nico’s brother is watching if he is working well. And thereafter the father is coming and is watching if his son is watching well and if the Albanian is brushing well . . . . !! Not so exceptionally the whole economy of this country is flat. The moment the new oil-pipes were connected we had two minutes of drilling whereafter the Albanian could shovel and the others were watching !! Observing the wall over there, one had erected in 1920-1921 first the outside-walls and thereafter inside digged till the wanted depth.

The Little Bittern has problems keeping the given food in !! We received two Dutch visitors. The siesta was “killed” because a concrete mixer, sand, pebbles and cement were brought with all noises usual for this kind of labour. And just after the original end of the siesta we received 4 Dutch visitors. 

July 11th:  we have stopped the total registration of the blind Barn Owl (10-079; May 27th) > will remain blind and so needs special care. The cramped foot of the Kestrel from Chíos (10—06; June 5th) is relaxing and is used more and more. An abscess in the thumb-too of the Mediterranean Peregrine Falcon has opened this morning > maybe this is giving some relief. The Little Bittern had hardly vomited anymore and was 119 (+1) gram. “Spitz” was very restless early this morning and didn’t even wanted to pee outside. This only stopped after he was fed > so a good omen.

Re-homing: 

we could re-home 6 Pigeons with a boy-pigeon-fancier in the village: one was born in the pigeon-cage in “The Keep”, two we couldn’t detect anymore and the other three were 10-058 (April 30th), 10-101 (June 7th) and 10-107 (June 10th).

We received visitors: 3 Greek people and 1 Bulgarian. The juvenile Peregrine Falcon has vomited today all the given food !! At 2.33 p.m. there were 2 children at our door with a Pigeon which should have hit a wall (or in any case had contacted a wall) > see further at PIGEON. At 4.40 p.m. we could with the greatest efforts from our side persuade “Pinky” not attacking a young species of the Montpellier Snake (Malpolon monspessulanus). This one was almost one meter long and we have let is disappear in a hole in the wall of one of the buildings of the deserted houslet. “Pinky” was utterly indignant hereabout > such a nice toy . . . . !! We started with antibiotics with the Peregrine Falcon. 

July 12th:  no victims this morning, but the juvenile Peregrine Falcon probably doesn’t believe in  it anymore: had vomited yesterday all the given food (so was diminished like hell > see statistics) and vomited this morning again all the given (soft) food !! The juvenile Little Owls evidently had eaten: the whole bowl was empty and one hag gained weight well (see as well statistics). The scop’s Owls could have eaten. The Little Bittern hadn’t vomited yesterday anymore and was 123 (+4) gram. With an orange footring Pigeon 10-143 (July 6th) was transferred to the pigeon-cage in “The Keep” to grow a new tail > without is flying a bit difficult !!

Re-homing: 

and again we could re-home at 9.55 a.m. 2 Pigeons with a Greek lad: one was born in the pigeon-cage in “The Keep” (so had no ring) and the other was Si-5-L (10-038; March 20th) which had entered the LWH as quite a little juvenile. 

Today meat had to be processed again: 18,565 kilo (for 123,05 Euro; total now this year 537,504 kilo for 3617,17 Euro) which happened by Janice and Ineke, re-enforced by 4 Dutch visitors. Just before the siesta another 2 Dutch visitors.

At that moment the works at the back-side of both houses were ready as well: a drain-pipe was placed deep in the ground and covered with pebbles and the walls were protected with a layer of bituminous felt.

At 2.23 p.m. a phone-call from the Agrotikí Stégi in Kallonís that they had over there a “Koukouvágia” (owl) > so we went and picked it  up > see further at PALE BARN OWL. At 7.06 p.m. there were people at our door with a little cardboard-box wherein a huge heap of fleas, whereunder the still living remnants of a thrown-away male kitten > see at KITTEN.

July 13th:  no victims this morning and even the juvenile Peregrine Falcon has kept in the given “conserva-juice”. However, a tiny bit pallas-food was vomited after a quarter of an hour. The Little Bittern as well hasn’t vomited and was 125 (+2) gram. The new Pale Barn Owl is doing well as well. The food-bowl of the juvenile Little owls was almost empty and the juvenile Scop’s Owls had been busy in their bowl. Today it was for the last juvenile Swift “kill or cure” and so we have taken him/her to the field behind our houses for a

Release: 

at 8.10 a.m. the mentioned above Swift (10-112; June 11th) left us as an arrow after the third time being thrown into the air . . . . !!

After “Stéphanos” yesterday already had removed lots of loose or half-loose rocks from the half-demolished back-wall of “The Keep”, he started this morning already at 8 a.m. with the re-building. (3)

At 9.18 a.m. arrived from Eftaloú a stray Tom-Cat, “Jára” with quite a huge, older bite-injury left side of the neck > taken-in because this should be treated surgically. When the Norwegian bearer was showed around, we discovered in the barn owl-cage in “The Keep” the purple Barn Owl (09-216; December 5th ’09) which had drowned himself in the waterbowl. Was seen still alive at 7.10 a.m. Because the Tom-Cat was sober, we have decided after an hour to perform a surgery > so see further at TOM CAT. Did we have in the siesta the “bright” idea to catch the Brown Barn Owl (09-185), which was transferred as well July 3rd to the barn owl-cage, and to prepare him for a release when suddenly we decided to measure him: had diminished till 229 gram and so hadn’t eaten at all > so back to the Sick-Bay and fed a bit !!

July 14th:  and the taken-back Brown Barn Owl was this morning 216 (-3) gram and was hardly to feed !! The Little Bittern was 122 (-3) gram. At 6.08 a.m. was found by Ineke in the courtyard of the House-next-door an injured PIGEON > so see over there. Our almost blind little Dog-Fox still has worms > so got again Mansonil. Myrsíni Tourvalí phoned at 9.04 a.m. to tell us she will send with the 11 o’clock-coach a swallow. At 9.15 a.m. we had given the juvenile Peregrine Falcon already twice some pallas-food and conserva-juice, which remained inside till now on. The whole Norwegian family, who was responsible for the intake of the (now ex-) Tom-Cat “Jára” came to visit their protégée and we were thanked again by the woman for the surgery, because she could now go home a lot lighter” > the first tome a cat was operated and a human is loosing weight.  So a kind of “indirect liposuction”. 
Methoni quake

A moderate undersea quake, measuring 4.7 on the Richter scale, occurred off the southern tip of the Peloponnese shortly after 6 a.m. yesterday. The tremor was felt across the entire prefecture of Messinia but there were no reports of injuries or damage.

At 11 o’clock all works concerning making our houses watertight were completely finished and as well the outside wall of “The Keep”, which was partly “crumbling down”, was restored and made rat-tight.

The announced swallow we had in our possession at 11.38 a.m. > see at HOUSE MARTIN. We received 2 Dutch visitors. In the siesta (when we were cruelly wakened by a loud ringing bell, used by a complete Greek family who unannounced exactly at thát hour wanted to help us . . . . !!) the thermometer had reached in the shadow meanwhile 33 °Centigrade !! It seems our almost blind little Dog-Fox is deaf as well . . . . !! Isn’t reacting absolutely on sounds: even not when the little Marten is throwing with lots of noises a metal waterbowl on the floor !!

July 15th:  is was good we have said farewell yesterday-evening to the Brown Barn Owl, because at 4.40 a.m. he was dead already for many hours > bodyweight was only 200 gram !! The Little Bittern was 121 (-1) gram. The juvenile Little Owls had eaten well. The Peregrine falcon, which hadn’t vomited anymore yesterday, gave back this morning a part of the given pallas-food. And that part he was fed with again some hours later, only now mixed with “conserva-juice” > stayed inside. The injury of “Jára” is festering only a bit at the top-part so we started over there with Dermisol-cream. The Pigeon of yesterday-morning was treated herewith as well. At 9.30 a.m. Myrsíni Tourvalí phoned that she should send with the 11 o’clock-coach a ducky, with which quite a lot seems to be wrong; a.o. the bill. We wonder what kind of bird it will be exactly . . . . ?!?! Meanwhile we received Greek visitors from Athens and thereafter we had to go down to pick-up the “ducky”. Was in our hands at 11.43 a.m. > see further at RUDDY SHELDUCK. And we still were busy to determine the species, when a phone-call at 11.48 a.m. pressed us to pick-up a baby Barn Owl in Plakádos > so see further at DARK BARN OWL. And even before we could leave for the Barn Owl, Myrsíni phoned again at 11.55 a.m. about a sparrow > thát one we couldn’t pick-up anymore today so will be sent tomorrow, if still alive, by the 11 o’clock-coach. In the siesta, in which we luckily this time weren’t disturbed, the thermometer in the shed reached easily 34 °Centigrade, but in Athens it was 40 °Centigrade today . . . . !! In the evening our opposite-neighbor Yiánnis saw us busy taking the little Dog-Fox out for a pee. According to him we should throw away this little fellow, because it couldn’t walk normally . . . . !! He was told we should do the same with people . . . . this he didn’t like so much !!

July 16th:  all patients were still alive this morning. It seems our disabled Long-legged Buzzard “Granny” is coming at the “end of her Latin”: till yesterday-morning she was eating like hell, but thereafter we had to force-feed her and couldn’t even do this properly !! The Little Bittern was 123 (+2) gram. Cleaning the cages it showed “Granny” had vomited before as well !! Later that morning she was sitting lethargically in the sun, so . . . . ?!?! After a strange phone-call from a “lady” in Piraeus about our White Pelican “Pelly” in Skála Kallonís which according to her should be “maltreated, stoned, kicked and chased away, and that she had seen blood-drops on his feathers, that the bird must be brought to Aegina, and that she should inform the police etc” we went for a ride this morning to check the bird: bird is in a tip-top condition and the blood-drops are drops of paint from the boat-builder (where she is sleeping). No-one over there knew anything about maltreatment and they wanted the phone-number of that “lady” to tell her the truth . . . . !! So case was delegated. We first received 3 Dutch visitors and thereafter 2 from the same country. The announced Sparrow wasn’t sent, because it had died meanwhile. At 1.20 p.m. we could take back as well from the barn-owl-cage in “The Keep” the blue Barn Owl (10-002; January 4th ’10) > this one too showed haven eaten nothing since the transfer July 3rd and was as well 229 gram. Let’s hope this one will make it !! Because the Ruddy Shelduck was starting suffocating due to the tumors, we have in an emergency-surgery removed all the big tumors (22 gram !!) and the holes that were left over hereafter closed with stitches > now wait and see how everything will develop. Only some minor tumors are still left on the soft part of the lower bill. Was after the surgery at once again lively and vivid and started walking again in the cage. However, showed at 9.15 p.m. to have passed away very quietly (seeing the position of the body) . . . . !!

July 17th:  no further victims this morning, although “Granny” was found at 4.40 a.m. laying on her back > was still alive. We have brought her at 5.40 a.m. to her own spot where she always enjoyed the rising sun > she is allowed passing away in her own environment . . . .

The Little Bittern was 119 (-4) gram, but had produced a pellet. The yesterday taken-back blue barn Owl was 231 (+2) gram. We tried again if the Collared Dove with the wing-fracture (10-111; June 11th) can manage alone in the Aviary.

“Granny” is laying half in the sun, half in the shed and is fading away very quietly; sometimes she is looking around a bit. However after 10 a.m. she was continuously tumbling down, so we helped her at 10.10 a.m. with 25 IU T-61 passing over . . . . She was 08-040 and had entered the LWH April 13th 2008 coming from the island of Sámos after being knocked-down over there by traffic. She developed here a severe Pododermatitis (”Bumble-foot”) due to which at the last she only was able hobbling, but she really wanted to live !! She has taught lots of trainees surmounting their fear for the bigger birds of prey. 

We have taken a picture of the young Eagle Owl (10-030; March 2nd ’10) before he will be released the end of the day in the area he came from. (4). We received 8 Greek visitors (1 from Mytiléne and the other 7 from Athens); the same company which had disturbed us in our siesta the 14th. They were on a better time now and as well not so “loud” anymore.

Release: 

at 7.48 p.m. we have released high in the hills in between Loutrópolis Thermís and Pigí the mentioned above Eagle Owl: however didn’t yet fly away but was hiding because it was still too light.   (5).

July 18th:  no victims this morning, but the baby Barn Owl is running backwards by the minute: id diminishing (whatever we feed) and the Gums are almost complete white now !! So has a huge hemorrhage !! The Little Bittern was 124 (+5) and the blue Barn Owl 235 (+4) gram. Our elder Dog-Fox got his last meal over here at 6 a.m.

Release: 

and at 8.35 a.m. he was at the well-known field above Achladerí given back to nature > all was mighty interesting for him !!(6).

The Collared Dove in the Aviary (see yesterday) has a complete collapsed left eye. At 10.40 a.m. arrived from Eftaloú some German acknowledges from us (they have taken with them to Germany already before a cat) with this time a black She-Cat which evidently has two huge burning-injuries (battery-acid) on the back > will have a surgery tomorrow because over 10 days “Scála” (so they named her) will be taken with them to Germany. So se further at SHE-CAT, The bearers were showed around as well. The baby Barn owl has vomited again all the given food. At 7.10 p.m. with lead in our shoes we dared removing the hanging cast from the wing of the Little Bittern: the wing isn’t only not died-off, but the fractures are healed as well !! Tomorrow we’ll check the function.

July 19th:  like was expected the baby Barn Owl was not alive anymore at 4.40 a.m. The Little Bittern was 123 (-1) and the blue Barn Owl was 233 (-2) gram. As well for the last mentioned as for the Peregrine Falcon we started carefully with more coarse food. At 8.03 a.m. “Scála” got her injection whereafter some minutes later the surgery could begin > see further at SHE-CAT. Today again the weekly meat-cutting-day and in total 16,385 kilo (for 105,40 Euro; total now this year 553,889 kilo for 3722,57 Euro) had to be processed, which happened by Janice and Ineke, assisted by two Dutch girls Linde & Meike. At 10.45 a.m. a juvenile HOUSE SPARROW was brought > so see further over there. Did the cat “Scála” not vomit before the surgery, later she did and there were roundworms present > so tomorrow she will be treated hereagainst.

July 20th:  all patients were still alive this morning. “Scála’s” injuries were nice and quiet. The Little Bittern was 124 (+1) and the blue Barn Owl was 236 (+3) gram. As well the last mentioned as the Peregrine Falcon are now completely back again on coarse food. After we had removed yesterday a dirty scab from the injuries of Pigeon nr 3 of this month, now only a minor spot is left over which should be “fine” in a couple of days. At the end of the morning we received first two Dutch women and thereafter a whole Dutch family of seven. At 5 p.m. still two Dutch visitors.

July 21st:  no victims this morning. The Little Bittern was 126 (+2) and the blue Barn Owl was 270 (+34) gram. At 10.17 a.m. a phone-call from the Town-Hall in Polichnítos that they had over there an injured (??) bird of prey with the seize of a chicken > so we went picking it up. Was in our hands at 10.49 a.m. See further at LONG-LEGGED BUZZARD. Meanwhile the home-front received some Frisian visitors (4) and thereafter a Greek company (3 from Mytiléne and 1 from Chalkída). After the siesta still 4 Dutch visitors. Did the new Long-legged Buzzard since intake only lay on the bottom of the cage, quite lethargically in such a manner we wondered if it was still alive, at 5.45 p.m. he was standing straight > so after all indeed magic fingers from our side ?? Now watch and see how this will develop. During his stay in our living, the disabled little Dog-Fox suddenly had a kind of fit, during which he was rolling-over length-side . . . . ?!?!

July 22nd:  although “Spitz” has had a quiet night seeing the interior of his cage, he was very fidgety > is trailing more with the left rear-leg. The Little Bittern was 127 (+1) and the Blue barn Owl 267 (-3) gram. We have received the message from Holland that our new Long-legged Buzzard in most probably a female: the measurement of the tail was decisive, because the measurements of the leg and the wing could fit for both genera. We can feed her more and more. The injuries of the battery-acid-cat “Scála” are healing well. Today she was micro-chipped. The whole situation of “Spitz” is still not optimum !! If he is fed, he is swallowing. We received 8 Dutch visitors. Because we now know the (probably) genus of our juvenile Long-legged Buzzard, we are able to fix the minimum weight: at least she must measure 950 gram (max. 1750 gram). In the evening we were called from the western side of the island about diarrhoea in Budgerigars > first they thought to visit a cattle-vet in their neighborhood, but we have dissuaded them to do so, because those vets hardly know anything and not at all something about birds > maybe they’ll pass-by tomorrow.

July 23rd:  the new Long-legged Buzzard already almost has reached the minimum-weight (see statistics) and was very lively. The Little Bittern was 128 (+1) and the blue Barn Owl 267 (=) gram. The little Dog-Fox was this morning much more quiet than yesterday. At 8 a.m. we were phoned by the owner of the Budgerigars that he was in the village and how he could reach us > explained and at 8.10 a.m. he was here. The reason of the diarrhoea was clear from the beginning: no sand on the bottom and so no little stones as well which could help for the digestion / no fruit or green was given / no possibility taking a bath / given food had too much sunflower-seeds / cage was standing before an open window. So extended feeding-advices were given and this brought 10 Euro for the other animals. Further not in the statistics. We had to remove two stitches (he had been scratching) which were “overcomplete” now from the injury of “Jára” > injury is clean and is granulating slowly. At this moment a.o. our islands have a yellow weather-alert due to high temperatures.

Release: 

at 9.56 a.m. we could release well the one-legged House Martin: was flying away well and was accompanied a while later by one of the same kind. 

Just before the siesta we received three Dutch visitors. And in the siesta the thermometer rose till 33 °Centigrade !! At 5.20 p.m. the blue Barn Owl suddenly started breathing difficult; refused to eat as well. The very old orange Barn Owl (see as well July 3rd) refused to eat too and showed having quite a goggling left eye. 

July 24th:  the blue Barn Owl (10-002; January 4th) was not alive anymore early this morning; the orange was alive and even eating. The Little Bittern was 127 (-1) gram. “Jára” himself had removed a stitch again by scratching > maybe a second surgery is necessary in the future !! We received 4 Dutch visitors. In the siesta it almost was 34 °Centigrade !! We have given the new Long-legged Buzzard a purple footring as preparation for a stay in the buzzard-aviary in the future.

July 25th:  and still it’s oppressive warm and still a yellow weather-alert due to high temperatures !! The Little Bittern was 130 (+3) gram. During the cleaning of the cages in the Sick-Bay “Iltsit” (the House Marten) suddenly made a huge dump with glittering teeth with as a result a bite-injury at our side half a centimeter from the outside corner of the eye . . . . !! And this still is playing. That cost two days ago as well a pair of specs when he (as well at the left side) completely rammed a glass out of the frame !! At 11.52 a.m. a fellow-villager was at the door with an injured EURASIAN STONE CURLEW > found last night. So see further at that name. In the siesta the thermometer rose till above 34 °Centigrade !! The new Long-legged Buzzard is starting being wild again; something which evidently could be seen (and felt) in the hands of one of us !! We just received an e-mail from Ben Steinfort in Holland to whom we had sent the measurements of the Stone Curlew to know the genus > can’t be detected from the measurements. But he could tell as well that there is a sub-species, which is living here and the measurements of the tail are fitting for this sub-species. So we’ll change everything and give the bird it’s “double name”. 

July 26th:  the Little Bittern was 133 (+3) gram. We could remove from “Jára’s” injury the last stitches he had half removed by scratching > indeed a second surgery will be necessary, but we should use another kind of stitches. Evidently he is hypersensitive for the used Vicryl. And the claws of his right rear-leg should be clipped as well, because with those he is ruining all !! We received 2 Dutch visitors, who wanted to know everything about the taking back home of two puppies in Petra. Today meat had to be processed again: 15,850 kilo (for 102,43 Euro; total now this year 569,739 kilo for 3835 Euro) which happened by Ineke & Janice, assisted by a Dutch family on holiday on the island. After the airco in “The Keep” hadn’t been working already for days (and we had to try keeping the birds cool by keeping the floor soaking wet), the mechanic came this morning. He took the remote control and . . . . it was working again !! Reason ?? Unknown. When the sun had disappeared after the clouds and it wasn’t so necessary anymore, the airco was switched off. Later in the afternoon we wanted to see if we could start it again > nothing at all . . . . !! We started treating the “Bumblefoot” of the Kestrel from Chíos (10-096; June 5th) except prom only a punction as well with Hydrocortiderm-cream. 

July 27th: all were alive early this morning. The Little Bittern was 133 (=) gram. We continued the treatment of the leg of the Kestrel with Hydrocortiderm-cream; was not allowed going out today !! The juvenile Sparrow has got a yellow footring as a preparation to the transfer to the Aviary for flying-practices. At 9.33 a.m. a phone-call from Paralía  Thermís about a bird which looked like an owl but which wasn’t and which was covered with weeds due to which flying was impossible. So we went for a ride to pick it up and was in our hands at 10.22 a.m. > see further at DARK BARN OWL. At 10.40 a.m. the cat “Scála” was taken for transport to Germany.

July 28th:  the Long-legged Buzzard had produced an immense pellet (9 gram dry weight) and so had diminished. The bottom of the cage of the disabled Dog-Fox was covered with blood, but we couldn’t detect where this had come from. The Little Bittern was 132 (-1) gram. The juvenile Peregrine didn’t want to eat his complete breakfast and gave back some pieces. Was discovered gasping for breath at 6.49 a.m. . . . . !! Wasn’t alive anymore at 7.00 a.m. !! Showed to have suffocated in half-vomited pieces of food. The purple Dark Barn Owl is meanwhile “delivered” from all gluing seeds: in has been a “heavy delivery” !! Now she has to wait till enough new feathers have grown: luckily no flight-feathers are damaged. We first received a Welsh/Greek couple from Chalkis (Evia) and thereafter a Dutch couple. At the end of the afternoon again 2 Dutch visitors. At 8.39 p.m. Médie from Kallonís was at our door with a huge cardboard-box wherein 6 PUPIES > so see over there.

July 29th:  no victims early this morning. The Little Bittern was 134 (+2) gram. Cleaning the cages it showed the Kestrel from Chíos had vomited all the given food > should he doesn’t believe in it any more ?? We received first two Dutch visitors. Thereafter came the whole Dutch family, who had spent all the Mondays of their holiday with assisting with meat-cutting and measuring, to say goodbye. At the end of the afternoon we’ll feed the 4 juvenile Little Owls a bit extra and around 8 p.m. we’ll transport them all to the deserted houslet, hoping for the best. We received a whole Dutch family: 7 people. At 7.18 p.m. we were called from Mytiléne about an injured Pigeon which will be sent by the 11 o’clock-coach tomorrow. At 7.25 p.m. we have brought a huge cardboard-box (with contents) to the deserted houslet and opened:

Releases: 

at 7.30 p.m. we have given back to nature the following juvenile Little Owls: Orange (10-093; June 2nd), Green (10-100; June 7th); Red (10-106; June 10th) and Silver (10-120; June 15th). Tomorrow we’ll check which one is still present. 

July 30th:  all patients were still alive this morning, but in the cage of the Dog-Fox it was a carnage again !! The Little Bittern was 133 (-1) gram. In the deserted houslet not a single Little Owl was present anymore at 6.35 a.m. > so successful releases !! 

At the last petrol-station which still had a bit lead-free, we could fill-up our car > further our island is dry as well !! 

While we were picking up the announced Pigeon, 2 Greek visitors from Athens came. The PIGEON we had in our hands at 11.48 a.m. > so see further over there. And while we still were examining that bird first 5 Dutch visitors came and thereafter another 5. 

July 31st:  all patients were still alive early this morning; even the “ruined” Pigeon from yesterday. The Little Bittern was 133 (=) gram. At 7.45 a.m. we found on the bottom of the Aviary a hatched too early (thrown-out by Sparrows ??) juvenile ZEBRA-FINCH. Pulling it back into a nest had no result > so see over there.

Release: 

at 8.20 a.m. we could release in the Mylopótamos-river the Little Bittern (10-145; July 9th) > at once shelter in the bushes was found.  

The Pigeon, which was found injured July 14th by Ineke in the courtyard of the House-next-door (10-150) was transferred to the pigeon-cage in “The Keep” at 9 a.m. with colored foot-rings. The yesterday taken-in Pigeon is eating well on his own. When at 3.40 p.m. we took “Spitz” out for a pee (something which he is doing perfectly and even “telling” us so on forehand), we saw after this pee-break “Pinky” watching intently at a spot on the wall and thereafter with a mouth full still trying catching mice. Two had escaped (and we could catch them), but “Pinky” had four tails hanging out of his mouth . . . . !! We could tempt and reward him for his contribution to the food-supply of the Barn owls.

By the way: the strikes have as well financial consequences for us, because due to the lack of fuel no tourist had visited us any more . . . . !!

And we just had written the above and wanted starting the normal work from 5 p.m. when a Dutch family was at our door-step. They had been touring around the island, astonished there were such few cars on the road and wanted to full-up their car on the way back to the apartment . . . . !! So they didn’t know that nowhere on the island lead-free could be obtained anymore . . . . !! We hope they have reached their apartment. Later “Pinky” came back home with another caught mouse.     

Amount of present patients is now (at least) 137 (until July 31st , 8:20 a.m.) 
Total amount of visitors this month:  131                     total this year: 0570)

Kinds of animals who are mentioned like this were for the first time in treatment in the L.W.H.   
Amount of kilometers (Animal-Ambulance) for bringing-in/releasing animals this month 483 (total this year 2072 kilometers)

Total amount of intakes this month: 038 [wild ones: 16; others 22, (total this year 189: wild ones 138, others 051; total since the start of registration in 1996: 4498) of which:

PIPISTRELLE BAT (Pipistrellus pipistrellus): 1 juvenile from Kallonís. Had almost the body-weight of an adult (4 gram !!), but wasn’t yet capable eating smaller meal-worms. So for the time being milk will be fed. (7) . Was quite cold all the time !! (see as well June 4th).

DOG FOX (vulpes vulpes): 1 from Skála Eressoú and about the same age as our number 10-069 (May 12th), but this one was fish-bone-thin and probably blind. However, the pupils are reacting !! The teeth are as well strange yellowbrownish colored. Lots of ticks and other materials could be removed from ears and skin. Was seen already July 3rd and yesterday “confiscated” after children had been maltreating the little one (see as well July 4th !!). Started with CAF-cream and goat-milk per os. (8) There is as well a cough, so he will be treated as well with 75 IU Baytril i.m. for 5 days. “Thanks to” the playing of the children, he has an immense hemorrhage in the belly; right side below. However, the pee is clear and is smelling good (read: real foxy !!). 

PUPPY (Canis familiaris): 18; the first six (1-5) were discovered thrown-away alive next to Hotel Aegeon in Skála Kallonís; ± 6 – 7 days old. Noticing the genera, they had “dumped” all females and 1 male. Within 3 minutes all was over, but we have kissed them all goodbye. The second serial of six (3-3) were removed from a she-dog in Kallonís, where is taken care of qua food and water, but which is delivering every half a year a great litter of puppies, which become strays afterwards !! Nothing is done to prevent this. The mother was allowed keeping one son and the other six came here for their final destination . . . . !! The 3rd serial of six (as well this time 3-3) was identical the same story as the 2nd serial. But “jolly” is something else . . . . !!

SWIFT (Apus apus): 1 just hatched. Had been fed the whole day before intake with caught flies . . . . !! Won’t make it during the night, but we have showed our good will (see indeed July 6th). 

PIGEON (Columba livia dom): 4; the first came from the roof of the L.W.H. > could have been caught by a bird-of-prey and escaped. Is in any case missing all the tail-feathers. So further observation. (see as well July 12th). Number 2 came as well from our village and should have been “hit by a wall” . . . . ?? So observation. Had quite a lot of feather-lice > PINEX-spray was used. Number 3 could have been as well from the roof of the LWH, but had no foot-ring. Old, dirty injury right leg and right side thorax. To start with Dermisol-cream was used. (see as well July 20th & 31st). The 4th came from Mytiléne and was quite “ruined”: right leg is hanging, several injuries over the whole body, tail is missing almost completely and is bone-thin. For the time being so wait and see.

LITTLE BITTERN (Ixobrychus minutus): 1 adult female from Pigadákia. Complete crushing of the right humerus with a torsion of 180° (obstruction of the blood-circulation !!) with due to that a bad prognosis. First only injury covered and fed a bit. Probably the wing will die-off automatically (when the bird stays alive !!)  (9). Body-weight at intake was 125 gram (should be 140 – 160 gram). (see as well July 18th & 31st) (10).
PALE BARN OWL (Tyto a. alba): 1 adult from/via Kallonís. No injuries could be detected and as well the body-weight was OK. So observation. Bodyweight at intake was 312 gram. (11).

KITTEN (Felis catus): 1 tiny male bag of bones, found thrown-away alive in our village, which hardly was alive anymore but which was “dressed in a coat of living fleas” > put down. 

TOM-CAT (Felis catus): 1 from Eftaloú: “Jára”. Older bite-injury (dog ??) right side of the neck > skin was teared to rags. This must be repaired with plastic surgery and should be “de-fathered” as well. (12). And this happened later in the morning. After having performed an injury-toilet, was tried to stitch the now clean injury > NO WAY, because the skin was soo thick and tough that we couldn’t penetrate . . . . !!(13). At last we had to use a very thick injection-needle and used it as a piercer and hereafter we tried using the made opening to stitch the injury. At last we have succeeded, but all this had taken so much time that during the castration our mister suddenly coming from nowhere was complete awake and jumped from the surgery-table, with the last testicle hanging out and half-way thighed. At last with the assistance of Ineke the job could be finished. (14). (see as well July 23rd & 26th).  

HOUSE MARTIN (Delichon urbicum): 1 almost ready to leave the nest juvenile from/via Mytiléne. So trying to rear and as soon as possible a release. However, in the afternoon in showed that the foot of the left leg is missing: watching the injury, tied up by a piece of cotton (nesting-material ??) (see as well July 23rd).   

Ruddy Shelduck (Tadorna ferruginea): 1 juvenile from/via Mytiléne. Head and throat are covered with tumors, but is quite vivid. So we’ll give it a try to remove those plague, although it won’t be easy !! (15). 

( see as well July 16th)

DARK BARN OWL (Tyto a. guttata): 2, the first was quite a very young one (body-weight was 123 gram) from Plakádos. Probably from the same ruined house we had to remove the past years already more owlets. This one was found under a car. (16). (see as well July 18th & 19th). Number 2 came from Paralía Thermís and was covered with “pitherès” (adhesive weed; literally: “mothers in law”, because one never gets rid of them). So will be a long and difficult job getting the bird clean. Was at intake 301 gram. (17). Got purple footring. We have been busy the whole intake-day with a tiny pair of scissors and very, very carefully preparing free the glued spots. Doing so we have discovered it’s a female, with razor-sharp claws which she is using well when it evidently hurts . . . . !!

SHE-CAT (Felis catus): 1 quite young adult (pregnant ??) with two burnt spots on the side and back (battery-acid). Will have plastic-surgery July 19th. Will be vaccinated and micro-chipped later, because is for export to Germany. After shaving it showed there were two “hot-spots”: the smaller was quite regular of shape and measured 5 cm long (18), while the bigger was 9,5 cm and quite grotesque. The minor one was done first and closed with an intracutanious stitch (19). The bigger one was a bit more difficult (20), but could be closed as well with an intracutanious stitch (21). Including the vaccination everything was ready at 9.15 a.m. (see as well July 22nd & 27th).
HOUSE SPARROW (Passer domesticus): 1 thick juvenile from Skála Kallonís; discovered by a Dutch women. So trying to rear. 

LONG-LEGGED BUZZARD (Buteo rufinus): 1 juvenile female, discovered in or around Polichnítos. Was covered with feather-lice (PINEX-spray was used twice) and body-weight was only 860 gram. (22). Is quite far gone . . . .  (see as well July 22nd & 23rd)

EURASIAN STONE CURLEW (Burhinus oedicnemus saharae): 1 adult, found at the great Eucalyptus-tree outside our village. Two complete smashed legs with no chance of any repair > 25 IU T-61 have made an end to the suffering within 5 seconds. (23 & 24).

Zebra-Finch (Poephila guttata): 1 white juvenile from the Aviary of the LWH, which had left the nest too early. In spite of being an almost impossible duty, we’re going to give it a try. 
