March 2010, text only

LOG-BOOK: 

News about Greece is in blue.

All patients mentioned below one can find back in our monthly report.

March 1st:  today at last officially the hunting-season has ended (we hope . . . . !!). There was eaten well by all nocturnals. We have removed the tape from the rear-leg of the Spurr-tighed Tortoise “Stoffel” > there is neither an improvement nor a deterioration. And again meat had to be processed today: 29,175 kilo (for 193,61 Euro; total now this year 194,709 kilo for 1275,44 Euro) which happened by Ineke & Joren, reinforced by Eléktra from Stípsi. Later Douglas & Janice joined as well the “party”.  

Sailor death

Coast guard authorities on Lesvos yesterday were investigating the circumstances of the death of a 24-year-old sailor whose body was found at around 7 a.m. near the Navy observatory at Agriliá (a lighthouse > note L.W.H.), on the southeastern tip of the island, where the sailor had been based. The cause of the sailor’s death was unclear.

Turkish frigate

A Turkish Navy frigate was put under watch yesterday afternoon after it approached the Aegean island of Andros, defense officials said. The Turkish ship, which approached the island from the north, retreated at the sight of a Greek warship.

Already a day or so ago we had noticed that our Scop’s Owl (03-052; April 16th 2003) was sitting every time on the bottom of her aviary and as well that the color of the left eye had become different. As well this eye seems to be blind although the pupil-reflex was OK. This afternoon at 4.40 she was discovered in the water-bowl where she had been unable climbing-out > taken with us, dried and will stay in for the time being. Was still alive at 10.30 p.m., but was sitting inclined and was supporting herself with the left wing > cerebro-vascular-accident ?? 

March 2nd:  the Scop’s was still alive at 4.40 a.m. and was even sitting on top of a roost. At 7.35 a.m. we have transferred to the buzzard-aviary the red Buzzard; he should grow first new rectrices because now only half is present. Both Song-Thrushes we have transferred to the (now) empty cage of the Scop’s for checking their flying-capacities: the one with the green ring (10-028; February 27th) showed absolutely not (yet) being capable of flying so was brought back to the Sick-Bay. The other (10-007; January 11th) we had tried already to release January 15th, but without success. Now there was flown so well, that we have decided to a:

Release:  

at 7.45 a.m. was released very well the last-mentioned Song Thrush > was flying away to land at quite a distance in a tree.

At 10 o’clock Irah came to pick up her last belongings and to show as well her husband Arthur where she had spent the last month. At 12.05 p.m. Gerbien (from the Shelter in Skála Eressoú) came to bring-back the borrowed instruments and she was accompanied by the two Dutch Vets who had neutered the last time over there > were showed around. And while we still were busy welcoming those people, there came at 12.10 p.m. a phone-call from Thermís that an acquaintance had found in a field next to the road Thermís to Pigí/Kómi a “Búfos”, which wasn’t flying away. Because we thought about a Barn Owl (which is named over here wrongly “Búfos” as well) we asked for the seize: “About 80 cm high !!” > so this could be correct. The tour around was transferred to Ineke and on the road to Thermís. See further indeed at EAGLE OWL. 

March 3rd:  all patients were still alive at 4.40 a.m. !! The Scop’s Owl is looking a bit more flourishing. For the coming days lots of releases are planned. At 7.55 a.m. the Northern Lapwing was on board of the car and thereafter we could try catching the “old” Dog-Fox (09-079; June 9th ’09). For a creature which had entered the L.W.H. with one crushed rear-leg and the other rear-leg was lamed, he was jumping constantly over the dog-catcher. But at 8.05 a.m. we had him on board too:

Releases:  

at 8.23 a.m. was released in one of the bays of the Gulf of Kallonís the disabled Northern Lapwing (10-014; January 23rd ’10). Better he/she can enjoy half an hour of freedom before a predator is coming, than that he/she is languishing  from misery in a cage. Thereafter we have released above Achladerí, where we always release foxes, released the Dog-Fox mentioned above: for him this huge open space was mighty interesting. 

After home-coming first the fox-cage in “The Keep” was cleaned, whereafter at 9.21 a.m. the other Dog-Fox (10-021; January 28th ’10) was transferred herein for wildering. And after his old cage was cleaned and a good roost was placed, the newest Eagle Owl was transferred herein, so our disabled Long-legged Buzzard “Granny” will have back her own cage. We had to treat the new Eagle Owl with PINEX-spray, because at a certain moment the feather-lice were walking on our clothes !! Did we feed him/her yesterday only twice with a bit of Pallas-food, from today-on this has changed into bigger pieces of solid meat > during the feeding the eyes are coming almost at the same height as ours, and the tallons are damned close to a place we don’t prefer having piercing-holes over there . . . . !! (1 & 2)  And so noticed as well Joren when, at the evening-feeding-round he took this “birdie” on his lap: “She is “milking” with those tallons the same way like a cat is doing . . . . !!” (we’ll inform his girl-friend very carefully . . . .)  At 4.45 p.m. a phone-call from Mytiléne about a big “Geráki” which should be injured > we’ll be informed further. They wanted to bring the bird and agreed was the Town-hall as meeting-point. Waiting over there we saw flying in the air the first Common House Martin of this year at 5.45 p.m. The bird arrived at the L.W.H. at 5.45 p.m. > see further at PALLID HARRIER.

March 4th:  all patients were still alive this morning. We received a message about the genus of our 3rd Eagle Owl and as well about the body-weight of the Pallid Harried. We had planned 2 releases today; both “climate-victims” from 2008. One was the Long-legged Buzzard 08-115, which was discovered floating in the harbor of Pérama June 29th that year, and the other was Buzzard 08-154, which was discovered August 14th of that year at the Airport of Mytiléne. The road to the spot of release was full of obstacles: the bridge over the Mylopótamos was partly flushed away and higher up the mountain it was more hole and gully than road.

Release: 

at 8.20 a.m. the mentioned above Long-legged Buzzard left his bench solemnly flying to land at a distance. After approaching he flew away majestically over the trees. We had to help the Buzzard a bit to leave the bench, but at last he left at 8.23 a.m. In spite of using the wings perfectly in the cage, this morning he was hiding anxiously under some scrubs > taken back into the car. Trying to turn the car some higher on the road, it showed the road . . . . was gone . . . . !! Joren’s help was necessary, because at one side of the road was rock-face and at the other side it went deep down-wards . . . . At last we succeeded turning the car and close to the Mylopótamos the Long-legged Buzzard was sitting on the road. When we tried to throw him back into the air, he was only pressing himself against the ground > so caught back at 8.30 a.m. and taken back. The trip back home was just as frightening as the outward voyage, but at last we arrived safe with both birds at base. So release failed !! 

At 3.13 p.m. we were disturbed in the siesta by Mílto, who was at our doorstep accompanied from his neighbor and his knocked-down doggie > see further at SHE-DOG.

March 5th:  early this morning it was raining and thundering again, but in spite of that we have taken the disabled birds out and we’re prepared for an immediate taking-back !! Just like yesterday we’ve been busy repairing two feeding-aprons, bitten into pieces by our remnant Dog-Fox. We need those at the moment because of the tallons of as well the Eagle Owl as the Harrier. At 8.10 a.m. the Pigeon with the broken wing (10-026; February 18th), provided with silver foot-rings, was transferred to the pigeon-cage in “The Keep” for flying-practices. The 2nd feeding-apron could be finished as well: is quite shorter now, because the Dog-Fox had ripped-off more than 20 cm !! As well new fastening-ribbons had to be made, because those were as well halved. 

March 6th:  no victims this morning. We stopped the registration of the body-weights of as well the red Sparrowhawk as the Kestrel: meanwhile we think we know !! The Pigeon, yesterday transferred to the pigeon-cage in “The Keep” is doing fine there. Did we hammer all electricity-cables in 2001 against the walls to be quick “operational”, only now we have at last time and opportunity to iron out all those ugly cables; this as a preparation for a long delayed huge whitewashing inside to come. That a worn out hip-joint of one of us absolutely isn’t co-operating herein will be clear for everyone; in spite of that we’re even quicker than the scheme. 

March 7th:  it’s very cold outside and the thermometer won’t reach the 6° Centigrade today !! The juvenile Pigeon from the pigeon-cage in “The Keep” (10-027; February 22nd) received blue foot-rings and was transferred for the time being to the Aviary. Here are no “common” Pigeons, so he/she can’t beg and so can’t be pecked. If he/she will make it over there, we can think about placing back to the pigeon-cage in one week time. Because the Pallid Harrier is indeed showing disorderly cerebral behavior, we have examined her further: we have discovered two shot-holes; 1 close to the hemorrhage in the right wing and the other halfway the humerus of the left wing. So will have tumbled down quite heavily, due to which the disorderly cerebral behavior can be explained. We could continue with the plastering of the electricity-cables yesterday placed in the walls, with the putting-in of new cables and the new sockets for the switches.

March 8th:  the Dog-Fox we still have now is eating significant lesser than his predecessor. The Hedgehogs had eaten very well/ The yesterday transferred to the Aviary juvenile Pigeon was still present over there. After the plastered pieces of the walls were good dry it showed that Joren has unexpected talents in this direction: nothing negative could be said hereabout !! Today again meat had to be processed, and due to the absence of Janice & Douglas this had to be done by Joren & Ineke, reinforced by Eléktra. All together this was 25,325 kilo (for 165,38 Euro; total now this year 220,034 kilo for 1440,82 Euro). And while this happened, in our living and hall cables were changed and connected, lamps disconnected from the net and connected by another cable and so on. At 10.10 a.m. we had everything working again. Now only old cables should be removed, holes should be plastered and a wall-socket should be made. In the hall the cable should be placed inside the wall and plastered. Is this ready, some more cables should be “hidden” and new two-way switches should be installed. At 12.24 p.m. a phone-call from Mólivos about a Sparrowhawk wing a wing which isn’t functioning like it should do > will be brought. And the bird was here at 2.10 p.m. > see further (indeed) at SPARROWHAWK. The three bearers were showed around as well. After the (somewhat delayed) siesta it showed we had received a piece of Africa: the car and everything was brown from the Sahara-dust which had rained down !!

March 9th:  it seems if (a.o.) the green Barn Owl doesn’t want to live anymore and has given-up hope: today already the third day all the given food is vomited again !! The graphics are telling enough . . . . It’s mizzling and raining from the time we rose and the Table Mount is completely invisible due to the low clouds. In spite of that we have taken the disabled birds out indeed. 

Pátra quake

A moderate earthquake, measuring 4.2 on the Richter scale, struck the area between Náfpaktos and Pátra, in western Greece, shortly after 3 p.m. yesterday. The tremor, which was felt across the Peloponnese and in other parts of the mainland, did not cause any major damage or injuries.

And over here it had been the same story:
A yellow smog of desert dust engulfs the capital

The normally spectacular view of the Acropolis from Mount Lycabettus was yesterday distinctly muted after a yellow-tinted smog engulfed the capital. Meteorologists blamed the smog on Sahara Desert dust that has been blowing in the direction of the eastern Mediterranean over the past few weeks and which was the cause of muddy rain which fell across the capital late on Sunday, leaving a residue on cars and window panes.

At 11.45 a.m. there had been removed in the living a cable, not necessary anymore, and another cable was hidden in the wall. In the hall the yesterday connected cable was as well hidden in the wall and both grooves had been plastered. Our remnant Dog Fox is beginning to be soo active, that he has started demolishing one of the layers of netting in between his cage and the one of the Little Owls > should can mean a quick release. The green Barn Owl has refused the whole day to eat > we’re wondering if he still will be here tomorrow !!

March 10th:  the green Barn Owl was still present, but is feeling almost “transparent”. He has no pain, so he is allowed himself choosing the moment to go . . . . In the cage of the Dog-Fox we could repair biting-damage to the netting in between his cage and that of the Little Owls with thick iron-wire. This morning we could put in an earthed wall-socket (cable again inside the wall), specially mentioned for a massage-cushion for one of us with a bad back-bone. Tomorrow we’ll continue in the hall with the hiding of some cables inside the wall and the putting-in of some two-way switches. The old ones are completely ruined by our ex-patient “Ollie” who loved it watering on the floor above and the leaking caused the damage.

Évia quake

A moderate undersea earthquake, measuring 4.3 on the Richter scale, struck the area between the islands of Évia and Skópelos shortly before 5 a.m. yesterday. The quake, which had been preceded by a 4 Richter tremor at around 4 a.m., was felt across the broader region. There were no reports of any damage or injuries caused by the quake which came just a day after a 4.2-magnitude tremor struck the area between Pátra and Náfpaktos.

At 12.53 p.m. suddenly electricity disappeared > came already back at 12.59 p.m., only there were here some people busy on their computers and they had suddenly lost everything . . . . !! The juvenile Pigeon, we had transferred March 7th to the Aviary, is doing fine there. Only: we haven’t seen him/her flying only a singe inch ! At 5.45 p.m. we had the thermostat-cable of the Central Heating as well hidden in the wall and plastered.

March 11th:  the green Barn Owl was still with us, but this won’t last very long anymore. We have transferred the Eagle Owl to an empty cage in “The Keep” for wildering. He has been sitting the whole morning quietly in a corner and has hardly budges. Let’s have a look what’s happening when we will be there tonight as well . . .  ??

At 11.40 a.m. the changing of the electricity-system in the hall was ready (only still the finishing touches) > was quite a difficult job. At 11.46 a.m. a woman phoned from Mytiléne about an injured Robin > will be sent by the 1.15 p.m.-coach. We had the bird in our possession at 2.10 p.m. > see further at CHAFFINCH !! At 4.10 p.m. the green Barn Owl was discovered not alive anymore. He was 09-063B, which was rescued from being destroyed by the locals together with 6 brothers and sisters May 25th 2009. The others could be released well, but this one showed to have been a “nest-misfit”, which later developed several ganglions in the joints. 

March 12th:  as well the Short-eared Owl is refusing now to eat completely . . . . !! The Eagle Owl, which has spent the night in “The Keep”, has moved but seems to be not-capable flying-up > reason ??  At 11 o’clock the last cable in the hall was hidden inside the wall and plastered, the paintings and pictures had found their new places in the living and we were enjoying how the living will be when everything will be painted. 

Peloponnese Earthquake

We have heard on TV that in the sea southeast of the Peloponnese an earthquake has happened with a strength of 4.6 on the Richter-scale, but due to the strikes we couldn’t find a confirmation on the Internet.

Weather permitting we’ll have the whole Primary School of Keramiá as visitors Thursday March 18th. At 1.02 p.m. suddenly again electricity disappeared, coming back already 2 minutes later: so only problem-full for all computer-users, who lost everything !! We have changed the splint for the wing of the Sparrowhawk for a double hanging cast. The new Eagle Owl has had tonight food in his cage > we’ll see what he is going to do with it !!

March 13th:  the Eagle Owl hadn’t (yet) done anything with the given food so had to be force-fed. The Short-eared Owl is been fed in his day-cage and now in any case a bit food is staying inside. In the hall of the 1st floor we could finish the last bit of work on the electricity-system and plaster the spots. As well in the hall of the 2nd floor a huge piece of plaster was restored which was badly damaged by cats. Again Joren received shooting-lessons; this is necessary when we have to act with rats and related vermin because we can’t use poison over here !! At 5.08 p.m. our little friend Násja phoned to tell us that her father (showed later to be her father in law) had an Ewe with a broken leg. She was told that we could have a look, but that they should pass-by with the patient. They were here at 5.57 p.m. > see further at EWE.

March 14th:  the new Eagle Owl still hasn’t yet eaten. During the weekly cleaning of “The Keep” he has spent some time together with the other two > all three are still alive !! At 11.43 a.m. Joren was disturbed during a feeding by two colleagues from the Forest Patrol, who and an immense huge cardboard-box “on board” > they had picked it up at the state-vet Palaiológos. A Yellow-legged Gull was inside in 2nd winter-dress, with a broken wing. There was glued a paper on the box from the one who had found the bird with the text” “Was walking in the streets. Was in danger to be hit by traffic. Must have broken a wing. If you can help him, because we don’t know what we must do. Thank you”. And so the vet knew nothing better than sending te bird to us. See further at YELLOW-LEGGED GULL. 

March 15th:  all patients were still alive this morning and the Dog-Fox had “transformed” his whole cage in his efforts digging a nest-hole !! Tomorrow we’ll try to release him. The Yellow-legged Gull is quite “vivid” and one can see so watching our fingers . . . . !! But the injury is starting becoming more clean. Today again meat had to be processed (24,155 kilo for 159,49 Euro; total now this year 244,189 kilo for 1600,31 Euro) and this happened by Joren, Ineke & Eléktra, later re-enforced by Douglas & Janice. From Holland we received today a huge cardboard-box with all kinds of veterinarian medicines; amongst others the (unfortunately) over here so necessarily T-61 (for euthanasia). After 5 p.m., during the collecting of the food-bowls, Joren has detected that the right eye of our Dog-Fox was completely closed. Very carefully we could open the eye and are started with the treatment with CAVASAN-cream. However, a release tomorrow isn’t possible at this moment . . . . !! 

Power cuts ??

A 48-hour strike by employees at the Public Power Corporation, due to begin tomorrow morning, is likely to result in electricity shortages in many parts of the country. The workers, who are to meet at the end of the scheduled strike late on Wednesday to plan further action, object to austerity measures that trim their bonuses and holiday pay and have accused the government of «unfair, disastrous and absurd policies.»
March 16th:  the Eagle Owl had eaten himself one piece of meat and had to be force-fed for the rest. The eye of our Dog-Fox was again quite open and clear, so there can be a release today. (3). The juvenile Pigeon in the Aviary was seen on top of a Yucca at 6.50 a.m. and so had to have flown, because it’s impossible coming there in another way !! (see as well March 7th & 10th).
Release: 

at 9.48 a.m. we have released very well in the woods in between Achladerí and the main road Mytiléne – Polichnítos (cross-road to Metallía) our Dog Fox (10-021; January 28th) > first he was nibbleswicking around a bit, but disappeared when we returned with undulating jumps in between the trees. (4 & 5).

On our way back to base we could see the first Swifts of this year.     
Dead animals

Conservationists on Samos yesterday were investigating the deaths of a dolphin and a loggerhead sea turtle found washed up in different parts of the eastern Aegean island. The dolphin was found on a beach near the island’s main port of Vathi and the turtle near the port of Karlovasi, according to staff at the Institute of Marine Conservation which has an office on Samos. It is thought that the dolphin, which bore several stab wounds, might have been fatally injured by accident by locals or fisherman trying to free it from a fishing net. There were no details about the suspected cause of the death of the turtle.

Turkish corvette tests Greek waters 

Turkish warships have been testing the patience of the Hellenic Navy by increasing their transit through Greek waters, it emerged yesterday.

In the sixth incident this year, the corvette Bozcaada on Sunday set off from the Lebanese coast for Izmir in Turkey – via Cape Sounion south of Athens. Defense officials worry about the message Turkey wants to convey with these legal yet ostensibly aimless transits. Defense Minister Evangelos Venizelos spoke of “the barely innocent passage of a Turkish warship through our territorial waters.” The Bozcaada, part of an international operation in the Aegean, was relieved by another Turkish vessel on Sunday. But upon its return voyage, instead of taking the shorter route along the Turkish coast to Izmir, it went northwest toward Rhodes, from there to Serifos and on to the strait between Sounion and Kea before heading east, past Evia and Skyros.

Meanwhile the Yellow-legged Gull is eating on it’s own; something which is highly appreciated by our fingers !! When after 4 p.m. we agreed with the carpenter which windows in the House-next-door had to be replaced, it showed that in the room where Irah had slept meanwhile pigeons had produced two babies in the window-sill !!

March 17th:  the Eagle Owl had only eaten 1 piece of meat by himself, so had to be force-fed. The Song Thrush (10-028; February 27th) was transferred to the Aviary (hoping for the best: another male is present over there too !!) > was sitting in no time in top of the Aviary. Some dead tissue could be removed from the well-closing injury in the wing of the Yellow-legged Gull. “Per pedibus apostolorum” we went to the high hill behind our house (have seen as well the first Swallows) to see if the Eleonora’s Falcon could be released:

Release: 

at 8.34 a.m. solemnly flew from our hands the Eleonora’s Falcon (08-091; June 14th 2008, which came from the island of Límnos after some bastard over there had trimmed all the flight-feathers) > for a bird which had spent almost 2 years in an aviary there was flown quite well.  (6) 

Hereafter we have transferred the Pallid Harrier for a while to the peregrine-cage, hoping she should recover there a bit > was taken back at 12 o’clock  completely wet and with sand in the right eye !! Meanwhile there was a phone-call from Sígri at 9.42 a.m. about a small “Búfos” (literally: Eagle owl) they had over there, which was injured. Because of the impossibility sending the bird by coach from there, we went for a ride and picked it up at 10.53 a.m. > see further at SHORT-EARED OWL. At 3.10 p.m. we were disturbed in our siesta by a well-known of us from Palaiochóri, who was with her doggie at our doorstep. It had been worth more than one our by car to come here !! Dog had been poisoned yesterday and a.o. she had given fluid every hour subcutaneously. Only she had done this in the neck and not in the flank > so almost all fluid had gone downwards and now there was quite a huge bulb at the conjunction sternum/collarbones. As soon as we understood the reason, we could reassure her and we could tell her as well where in forthcoming cases she should inject subcutaneously. Dog was checked and showed to be in a tiptop condition. Further not in the statistics. Meanwhile we have contacted our neighbor from behind Yiánnis about solving the problems with the waterlogging in the House-next-door. According to him this winter 34 inches of water (= 86,36 cm) is fallen in contrary with 20 inches (=50,8 cm) in a normal winter !! But he gave his permission to create (on his property) a concrete socle in the earth against the back-wall of the House-next-door; he knew someone who should be capable doing so and he’ll send him to us.

March 18th:  after the new Short-eared Owl was complete dry and had produced a pellet of (at least) 13 gram, her body-weight was 44 gram lesser than at intake. What a difference wet feathers can make !! Both Song Thrushes were spotted alive in the Aviary early this morning. We could remove the double hanging cast from the wings of the blue Sparrowhawk. One minor injury could be closed with an agrafe. We have prepared the tortoise-pen for the homing of our tortoises; something which will take place around the week-end, because then it’s starting to be warmer at last !! We received the Primary School from Keramiá: 40 children and 7 adults.

March 19th:  because of the length of the middle talon of the new Short-eared Owl Holland could tell us that a 100% sure it’s (indeed) a female: from 17,8 mm and upwards it’s a lady and this one has 18 mm. The splint & bandage could be removed from the wing of the Yellow-legged Gull and the bird was transferred for the morning-hours to an aviary out. The wing was stretched well !! However, when the bird was taken back at 12 o’clock, the wing was hanging quite a lot. With a steel stitch through the joint we have tried to repair the situation and a double hanging cast was given. 

March 20th:  today we’re waking-up our tortoises from hibernation and have a look which one hadn’t survived this period. In the course of next week the releasable ones will be set free on a safe spot. From the terrariums in the Sick-Bay as well some will go out. Tomorrow will be the last day we’re measuring the elder Barn Owls: meanwhile we think we know. That means that in the graphics of week 13 there will be quite a lot of changes. At 8.15 a.m. we had gathered all tortoises, we had put in hibernation October 15th ’09 > all were still alive !! And so we had 2 Marginated Tortoises, 1 Mediterranean Tortoise and 8 Spurr-tighed Tortoises. They all had a good bath, were cleaned and their eyes were creamed. Hereafter the following tortoises were taken from the terrariums in the Sick-Bay and placed with them: Nr A, nr III, nr IV and nr V, and as well “Stoffel”; all Spurr-tighed Tortoises. From this amount next week at least 3 are already releasable. At 9 a.m. they all were walking in their summer-pen. And the first what granddad and grandma Marginated Tortoise did, after they had slept together for months and months was . . . . practicing the coitus > the dull thumping could be heard meters away !! At 11.09 a.m. a phone-call from Mytiléne (from the same person who had brought the Harrier as well) about a little pigeon they had already a day or so > will be brought. And was here at 12.04 p.m. > see further at PIGEON. Both bearers were showed around as well.
Tension peaks in the Aegean 

Greek diplomats yesterday complained to Ankara after two Turkish fighter jets threatened a Greek coast guard helicopter participating in a patrol organized by Frontex, the European Union’s border monitoring agency, in the latest of a string of acts of harassment by Turkey in the Aegean.

According to Greek defense officials, the two Turkish F16s “locked onto” the Greek helicopter and threatened to shoot it down as it flew over Farmakonisi. The Greek air force reacted by dispatching two of its own F16s which issued a similar threat to the Turkish fighter jets, prompting them to withdraw. Before the incident with the Turkish F16s, the helicopter had received 11 radar warnings from Turkish authorities. Yesterday’s incident was the latest in a spate of Turkish transgressions this week, including radar warnings to Greek and international aircraft participating in patrols of the eastern Aegean aimed at curbing an influx of illegal immigrants heading for Western Europe via Greece.

March 21st:  the yesterday taken-in juvenile Pigeon was still alive at 4.55 a.m.: was sitting perfectly om the roost and was begging for food !! The over-filled crop from yesterday was nicely empty now. For the last time we have measured the old series of Barn Owls. Tomorrow-morning a semi-stray Tom-cat from Parákoila will arrive to donate once-only his support for our food-problem . . . . !! The new Short-eared Owl himself had removed the agrafe > injury looks fine !! About 12.30 p.m. two people from our village were at our doorstep with their (not yet 1 year old) cross-breed American Staffordshire. Left wrist was very thick and had bite-marks, the tongue as well had a bite-injury. So most probably bitten by other dogs. Advices were given how to treat the leg > better they do it then that we’re losing fingers . . . . !! Further not in the statistics. In the siesta some Greeks were at our doorstep who wanted to see the animals and who, in spite of the note at the door to disturb us in that period only in emergencies, were sounding the bell if they were in church !! And that bell is hanging just above the note !! Joren has “pushed them with the nose on the facts”, whereafter they disappeared. After the siesta we have prepared our flag-pole for the arrival of the new flag, mainly sponsored by the Agricultural School AOC-East in Twello (Holland) and co-sponsored by Shipmate Flags in Vlaardingen (Holland).

March 22nd:  the new Eagle owl had evidently been busy in his food-bowl last night and as well not so many pieces were present anymore as were put in last night !! The blue Sparrowhawk himself had removed the agrafe we had placed March 18th > was discovered on the bottom of his cage. Today meat had to be processed again: 22,720 kilo (for 149,20 Euro; total now this year 266,909 kilo for 1749,51 Euro), which happened again by Eléktra, Joren & Ineke, later supplied by Douglas & Janice (who first had to take the Tom-cat with them). Douglas (and he wasn’t the only one) first had to be treated with Iodine on his hands, arms, breast and back because the Tom-Cat indeed was a semi-stray, for which the word “semi” hardly was fitting . . . . !! So see further at TOM CAT. In Holland one had noticed that the bird, first booked by us as a Tawny Owl couldn’t be such an owl, because that species has dark brown eyes and this one had yellow eyes. Because of its body-weight it could only be a Tawny Owl and no Short-eared owl, because those are much lighter, but because this bird this morning for the first time showed his ear-feathers, we had to book her with another name. Evidently a bird with Obesitas . . . . !! So we have changed everything. At 11.55 a.m. a phone-call from the vet Myrsíni Tourvalí in Mytiléne about a little bat, which she was planning to send by the 1.15 p.m.-coach.   
Turkey ups the ante in Aegean 

Turkish authorities on Saturday sent radar warnings to a Greek coast guard helicopter participating in a patrol organized by Frontex, the European Union’s border monitoring agency, continuing a spate of provocations by Turkey in the Aegean over the past two weeks.

The incident, which comes just a few days before Alternate Foreign Minister Dimitris Droutsas visits Ankara for talks on boosting bilateral rapprochement, prompted a cautiously worded statement by Defense Minister Evangelos Venizelos. “We are paying very careful attention to what is being done in the Aegean, both by Turkey’s air force and by its navy,” he said.

The warnings were sent to the helicopter on Saturday morning as it flew over the island of Farmakonisi during a patrol aimed at spotting smuggling boats carrying would-be immigrants. The helicopter later spotted a boat carrying 42 migrants, who were subsequently detained. Saturday’s incident came a day after two Turkish fighter jets threatened another Greek coast guard helicopter.

The water-bowl in the tortoise-pen showed to leak and was replaced by a repaired one. In the old one was a hole with a diameter of 4 mm !! The little bat we had in our hands at 1.57 p.m. > see further at PIPISTRELLE BAT. At 9.20 p.m. (10 minutes too early; so even thís can happen in Greece !!) arrived the two new trainees from the Clusius-College in Alkmaar (Holland): Daniël van der Zanden & Danique van den Bos. 

March 23rd:  at 5.45 a.m. the Pipistrelle Bat was discovered not alive anymore: had passed away in the normal sleeping-position. It took quite a lot of efforts to free the stiffened body from the netting. Both new trainees were showed-around as an acquaintance. From the wing-fracture of the blue Sparrowhawk we could remove a piece of dead bone. We have selected and marked the tortoises we’re planning to release next Friday in the neighborhood of Skalochóri: in total 4 ones, of which one that hatched at our place in 2005. As well the new Short-eared Owl can be released over there: she received a blue foot-ring left foot as preparation.

March 24th:  the new Short-eared Owl was transferred for the morning-hours into a bigger aviary for checking her flying-capacities. Because the Municipality had made a “little mistake” during the cleaning of the water-works, we had from our taps a yellowish fluid, which smelled and tasted quite a lot of chlorine > EVERYTHING had to be changed by filtered water !! Today arrived our new flag, which was hoisted at once quite in triumph. (7). The blue Sparrowhawk was transferred for a couple of hours to the falcon-aviary for some practicing. After Joren had done a lot of “muscular work” we have planted in the hole that was made 2 Kiwi-fruit-saplings, which in the time to come should make the tortoise-pen and the cages on top of “The Keep” more green and should provide the tortoises and us with lots of vitamins. With both trainees we have made the first “cultural excursion”: first to the landfill (where we could pick up two good pieces of sail-clothe we can use for giving the tortoise-pen a new sun-cover) and thereafter to the early Christian Basilica. During the evening-feeding-round as well Daniël as Danique have fed independently their first birds of prey.

March 25th:  the new Eagle Owl has eaten for the first time all the presented food !! However, he must be transferred as soon as possible to the cage of the other Eagle Owls, because in this cage he is threatening the Barn Owls in such a way they haven’t eaten already for two days !! And just after 8 a.m. he was transferred, whereafter the new Short-eared Owl could practice now in his old cage. She is flying well, because she was seen in top of the cage !! In the tortoise-pen we had to transfer one of the Yucca’s planted over there, because the new flag got entangled in the leaves (and could be damaged). In the Aviary we discovered the decomposed  skull of a Sparrow, through which the question where our only male Sparrow was, was solved > so our patient-records were altered. At 9.55 a.m. a phone-call from Kallonís by a cab-driver from Eressoú, that he had a “geraki” in his cab > so we went for a ride and picked it up. See further at SPARROWHAWK. At 5.35 p.m., during the evening-feeding-round, the nest-tower of the Little Owls was checked for eggs: those weren’t discovered but in stead of that a total mummified Little Owl (no colored ring, so unknown which it was), so our amount of patients is again 135. At 7.10 p.m. two people were at our door with a, discovered in Arísvi in the streets, snow-white Pale barn Owl > so see at PALE BARN OWL. 

March 26th:  all new intakes were still alive at 4.40 a.m. and as well the new Eagle Owl has survived the night together with the other two and even eaten well as well !! We have looked for the tortoises, which will be released today, in the archives. They all are Spurr-tighed Tortoises and to be exact: 07-092, June 16th ’07 which came in over here as a juvenile; 07-131, July 7th ’07 which came in as an adult with a social indication; 08-124, as well July 7th (but ’08) and which was rescued from traffic and treated later for “Shell-rot” and 09-222, December ’09 for not being capable to hibernate.

Release: 

at 10 o’clock exact was flying wonderful out of the bench in a piece of forest outside Skalochóri the Short-eared Owl (10-037; March 17th ’10), (8). followed three minutes later by the mentioned above Spurr-tighed Tortoises (9). At 10.53 was brought from the road Mandamádos – Mistegná a (probably knocked-down) EASTERN HEDGEHOG . so see over there. The old snow-white Pale Barn Owl is developing inside his bill the same strange “mucus”  the green one had as well some days for his death.          

More Turkish tactics at sea

In the latest in a spate of violations, a Turkish corvette participating in an international exercise in the Aegean early on Wednesday entered Greek national waters off the islands of Kea and Kythnos. The corvette was immediately chased off by a Greek navy frigate, defense officials said.

It was the eighth such incident this year and followed a series of radar warnings sent by Turkish authorities to Greek and international aircraft participating in anti-immigration patrols in the eastern Aegean organized by Frontex, the European Union’s border monitoring agency.

Speaking from the northern city of Kavála, Deputy Prime Minister Theodoros Pangalos attributed the spike in Turkey’s aggressive tactics to mounting domestic pressures in the neighboring country and said a calm but alert stance was necessary. “It does not help to blow things out of proportion but neither should we ignore the developments,” Pangalos said.

March 27th:  all patients were still alive early this morning, but the Hedgehog has received quite a huge “blow” > has as well severe brain-damage !! In spite of that we could see at certain moment that it’s a male. We have injected him 6 ml Lactated Ringers s.c., the nostrils could be cleaned from blood-clogs and at a certain moment he could drink some Ringers and even eat a little bit of Pallas-food > so there is hope !! This was continued during the midday-feeding-round. Both trainees are more and more accomplished in the force-feeding of the present patients. At 3.30 p.m. the new Hedgehog had eaten very well, although still force-fed !! At 5.55 p.m. the dogs suddenly started barking and didn’t stop: a little boy was at our door-step with in his hands a Collared Dove, which according to him “was fallen out of a tree. My brother said I should bring the bird to the ecologists” > so that are we. So see further at COLLARED DOVE.

March 28th:  the beginning of the summertime, but we change our clocks during the morning-hours because of all our animals. The yesterday-evening taken-in Collared Dove was discovered not alive anymore at 5.45 a.m. (summertime) > so today a P.M. will be performed. In spite of the extended feeding yesterday of the Eastern Hedgehog he had diminished since the intake with 41 gram and was this morning 897 gram. It showed that in the “boiled part” of the wing of the new snow-white Pale Barn Owl maggots were present > so we started at once with Dermisol-fluid. We have performed a P.M. on the Collared Dove > so see over there. By the way, the P.M. we did was quite radically finished by the new Eagle Owl . . . . The blue Sparrowhawk (10-033; March 8th ’10) is flying so well that we can think about a release in 1 week time !! 

March 29th:  the Eastern Hedgehog had eaten himself a bit last night and this, together with our force-feedings, resulted in gaining 27 gram to his body-weight: was now 924 gram. In the cage of the Little Owls a dead mouse, killed by them, was discovered in the food-bowl !! Clear blood is visible in the injured wing of the super-Pale Barn Owl; however the maggots aren’t yet completely gone. A phone-call came from Parákoila, that they should pass-by this morning with a strange Tom-Cat for neutering. Today again the weekly meat-cutting-day and in total 17,990 kilo (for 116,66 Euro; total now this year 284,889 kilo for 1966,17 Euro) had to be processed. This happened by Joren & Ineke, assisted by Daniël and Danique. The “strange” Tom-Cat arrived at 9.52 a.m. > see further at TOM-CAT. In spite of the fact we’re checking the new Eastern Hedgehog for ticks and are able to remove some, this morning we could remove more than 10 ones !! 

Chios quake

An earthquake measuring 4.7 on the Richter scale shook the island of Chíos (our neighbor-island) in the northern Aegean on Saturday. The tremor, the epicenter of which was 220 kilometers east of Athens, struck at 8.35 p.m. No injuries or damage were reported.

March 30th:  the new Eagle Owl seems to be “on weight”, because for the first time not all given pieces of meat were eaten. The new Eastern Hedgehog had been quite active last night and had even eaten a bit; however had diminished with 2 gram and was 922 gram. But lots of droppings were discovered in his cage. The whole hand-part of the new super-Pale Barn Owl has died-off and exists yet only of dead pieces of bone. We’ll wait and see how much will die-off in the days to come before we’ll decide for an amputation.

Release: 

at 8.56 was released in the Tsianás-river the Yellow-legged Gull (10-036; March 14th ’10). The first thing what was done was . . . . take an extended bath !!

Thereafter we have fed the Eastern Hedgehog with pallas-food and pieces of pear: the latter was extraordinary appreciated. What was valued lesser was the removal of lots of little ticks from behind his ears: he even tried to bite us in the fingers . . . . !! 

Because the Pallid Harrier couldn’t be kept in an Aviary (she constantly was pulling her head into the sand) and in a smaller cage in the Sick-Bay was damaging herself more and more, we have decided due to “prognosis infaust” to put her down, which happened at 5.16 p.m. . . . .

March 31st:  at 5.35 a.m. Joren left for a week long holiday in The Netherlands. The new Hedgehog had eaten himself quite well and was 925 (+3) gram. In the aviaries the Barn Owls in “The Keep” and as well the Hedgehogs on top of “The Keep” hadn’t eaten quite well > quite a lot was left over. The juvenile Pigeon (10-027; February 22nd ’10) which was born in “The Keep” and was transferred to the Aviary March 7th (so see over there), was transferred back to “The Keep” at 7.50 a.m. To his place in the Aviary was transferred the as well juvenile Pigeon (10-038; March 20th ’10) which is eating already independently, and which only should “grow older” over there. The amount of maggots in the wing of the new super-Pale Barn Owl is diminishing (almost no dead tissue is left-over) and maybe we can save the underarm. With both trainees we have checked the health-condition of our only “outdoor-patient” (the White Pelican “Pelly”) is Skála Kallonís > was seen and hugged alive and kicking. Hereafter a man on a moped was at our door who asked our help for a stray dog in our village, which should cause problems: they wanted to catch the dog and release him far from the village. But the dog shouldn’t be approachable. At our question what about should be the body-weight of the dog, was the answer that he didn’t know because he hadn’t yet ever seen the dog . . . . !! So only a messenger !! He went back and came again after 10 minutes: about 17 kilo. So for that body-weight we have given tablets of Calmivet (Acepromazinemaleate) and told how to mix this with minced meat. When the dog should be better approachable hereafter, they could catch him and transport. Further not in the statistics. 
Amount of present patients is now (at least) 130 (until March 30th; 5:20 p.m.)
Total amount of visitors this month:  058                   (total this year: 0101)

Kinds of animals who are mentioned like this were for the first time in treatment in the L.W.H.  
Amount of kilometers (Animal-Ambulance) for bringing-in/releasing animals this month 374 (total this year 0785 kilometers)

Total amount of intakes this month: 016 [wild ones: 12; others 04, (total this year 45: wild ones 033, others 012; total since the start of registration in 1996: 4354) of which:

EAGLE OWL (Bubo bubo): 1 adult, discovered in a field next to the road Thermís to Pigí/Kómi. Was fastened with a thick piece of iron-wire on the field of the caller, who had found the bird. Was at intake 1493 gram. Should be in between 1500 – 2000 gram. We’re waiting for the results from Holland to know what kind of genus this one has, because that’s important for the body-weight and the amount of food which should be given. No injuries could be detected. (10) It showed to be a male. (see as well March 12th). 

PALLID HARRIER (Circus macrourus): 1 female, discovered somewhere in or close to Lámbou Mýloi. Is quite thin and has a huge hemorrhage in the wrist-joint of the right wing > hanging cast was given. (11). Body-weight at intake was 406 gram, and that’s a bit too light: should have been 425 – 454 gram. But this can be due to the incapacity to hunt because of the injury. (see as well March 7th & 30th). 

SHE-DOG (Canis familiaris): 1 from our village; was pregnant. However, was just before knocked-down as well: blood from the mouth and a rattling, quick breathing. In the mouth no injuries could be detected. Heart-beat was as well irregular. Hoping for the best 1 ampoule of Konakion was injected and told to keep her warm. Is she still alive tomorrow-afternoon, there is more hope.

SPARROWHAWK (Accipiter nisus): 2 adult females; the first

discovered in Mólivos. Open, not fresh fracture of the right humerus. Splinted and for 1 week 15 IU Baytril a day was prescribed. Body-weight was 250 gram and this should be 280 – 320 gram. Was ringed with a blue ring right foot. (12). (see as well March 12th, 18th & 22nd). Number 2 came from Eressoú and had shit-fracture (open) from the left humerus; just above the elbow-joint. Penetrating piece of bone was shortened, injury treated with Dermisol-cream and a double hanging cast was given. 7 days 15 IU Baytril was prescribed. Body-weight at intake was 252 gram and this should be 280 – 320 gram. (13). Because of the Greek National Holiday a blue and a silver ring were given. 
CHAFFINCH (Fringilla coelebs): 1 adult male, discovered in Mytiléne. Was announced as a ROBIN !! Had quite a huge hole in the left side of the thorax > first 15 IU Lincocin was injected. Was already after 20 minutes not alive anymore !!

EWE (Ovis aries): 1 about 3 years old creature, with a fracture of the right front-leg, a bit above the wrist-joint. As well the radius as the ulna were broken and there was a dislocation present which by the owner. With the help of force (upper arm – wrist) the broken parts could be connected again and were splinted. The animal must have rest and so she’ll get it.

YELLOW-LEGGED GULL (Larus michaellis) 1 in 2nd winter-dress. Has older fracture finger-part right wing. Dead tissue was removed and injury treated with Dermisol-cream. Wing was splinted. Later this day showed to have quite a lot of feather-lice > PINEX-spray was used. (see as well March 19th & 30th).

SHORT-EARED OWL (Asio flammeus) > first wrongly booked as Tawny Owl (Strix aluco):  1 most possible (seeing the body-weight) female, discovered in the harbor of Sígri. Seems to be knocked-down: has lots of hemorrhages on the left side of the thorax and as well over there an injury. Must be a bit more dry before we can examine and treat that injury. Body-weight was (wet) at intake 509 gram. (14). The injury on the thorax showed to be the only open injury and is meanwhile closed with 1 small agrafe. (see as well March 21st & 22nd)  Was released well March 27th > see over there. 

PIGEON (Columba livia dom): 1 quite small juvenile; already a day or so discovered in Mytiléne. Is evidently fed wrongly: crop is overfilled with bread and egg-crumb. First try to get the crop more empty before seeds can be fed. (see as well March 31st). 

TOM CAT (Felis catus): 2 from Parákoila; the first was named “Bóbo”. Is better being renamed in “Bíbi”, because after he had played his last tom-cat-tricks with his caretaker and the man who should perform the surgery, in exactly 7 minutes two really “Koh-I-Noor’s” were removed. Number two was living in the neighborhood of number 1 and for the care-taker it was quite logic that as well here some “parts” should be removed, but her husband shouldn’t know. He was walking straight with crossed knees when se mentioned this in the past. The Tom-Cat was neutered without problems, but the now empty scrotum wasn’t sprayed with purple antibiotics-spray, because it should be too visible. Left 50 minutes after intake, twice 2 grams lighter. 

PIPISTRELLE BAT (Pipistrellus pipistrellus): 1 male, discovered in or around Mytiléne. Had minor injury in the left wing. Was quite light: only 3 gram. So feeding and as soon as the 4 gram are reached, released. (15). (see as well March 23rd).

PALE BARN OWL (Tyto a. alba): 1 adult, discovered in the streets in Arísvi, where children were . . . . playing with . . . . !! Most probably electrocuted, seeing the wing-injuries > the whole left wing was, from half-way the underarm till the end of the hand-part, one bunch of blisters !! Double hanging cast was given > this should dry slowly. (16). Body-weight at intake was 273 gram, and that is even for a male, not enough. (see as well March 28th and following days).  
EASTERN HEDGEHOG (Erinaceus concolor roum.): 1 from the road Mandamádos – Mistegná. Probably “kissed by traffic” > blood was coming from the nose. No further injuries could be detected. (17).  Quite a lot of ticks could be removed, under which two which could be lethal for humans . . . . !! Body-weight at intake was 938 gram. So observation. Later in the afternoon it showed to be that the lower eye-teeth were not in one line with the upper ones > luxation and/or fracture of the lower-jaw/upper-jaw ?? Clear blood kept coming from the left nostril. (see as well March 27th and following days).

COLLARED DOVE (Streptopelia decaocto): 1 adult from our village, which according to the bearer “was fallen out of a tree”. Strictly speaking Collared Doves don’t fall “for nothing” out of a tree, but no injuries could be detected. So observation. P.M. March 28th: the pelvis-bones were rising unmistakable and the belly is fallen backwards. Stomach is stone-hard, has a strange green layer inside wherein thick maize-grains which obstruct passage. No stones could be detected. Other organs nothing special to mention. It showed it has been a female. Crop as well over-filled and here as well thick maize-grains which obstruct passage. Cause-of-death: starvation with a full stomach and as well a full crop. 

