Newsletter article:

At the Vervet Monkey Foundation, Tzaneen, South Africa, we are in urgent need of a new enclosure for this year's orphaned vervet monkeys to grow up in. Some of the orphans that came in this year have a past of their mum being hit by a car or shot due to unnecessary human vervet conflict.

Sadly, we are struggling for funding for a new enclosure for them which we plan to be the size of 1-2 hectares and will cost around R75,000 ($10,000, 7300 Euros or £6700) which we simply can’t afford. We desperately need to get them into a natural enclosure where they can climb trees, eat grass and be monkeys.

We are asking 100 people to donate R750 (approx $100) each which will pay for 150 square metres of enclosure. In return we will make a plaque and add people's names to it who have donated this minimum amount. Alternatively, if you are unable to give a min of R750 then please donate what you can and we will let you know by e-mail how many square metres you have paid for.
If you can just give what you can - sacrifice an evening out, a new DVD or an item you could do without so these monkeys have a chance of being released into a natural enclosure and have a life they deserve. If you can’t afford to donate – tell as many people about it as possible or request our current wish list and collect donated supplies for us.  The monkeys depend on public donations as we are non-profit and non-government funded and have over 500 vervets to look after which alone has astronomical food bills of approximately R2000 a day! Without your help and support, the centre and the orphans simply cannot survive. There will also be the opportunity to adopt a monkey and contribute regularly via an online food store shortly.

The orphans which will go into the enclosure are called: Mamba, Precious, Ash, Forest, Jessie, Chane, Skollie, Phylis. There are also 3 juveniles called Hoppy, Scritch and Mistletoe that will help to look after them with the plans of more monkeys being integrated with them as they come in.

You can read more about it on our fundraising page on our website:
http://www.vervet.za.org/how_help/fundraising.asp
or e-mail info@vervet.za.org

Photos:
Forest (a mentally challenged orphaned vervet was confiscated at a local vets wearing a nappy – the people who brought him in wanted to keep him as a pet). He is hugging Jessie (our smallest orphan) – they feel more secure to cling to another monkey as it reminds them of the comforts of their lost mums.
Jessie – was initially raised by one of our volunteers at the centre.
Precious – was brought to us at just 2 days old on a farm, found without her mum, her umbilical cord was still attached, we didn’t expect her to survive as she was so tiny and very dehydrated but with the help from 2 dedicated volunteers, we were able to pull her through and she now plays happily with the other monkeys.

