Kitty and Puppy Haven has had a year of many ups and sadly many downs.  As many of you know, Kitty & Puppy Haven was forced relocate premises. The relocation was the easy part, the hard part was raising R400 000 to build a new sanctuary. Although our sanctuary is our pride and joy, the hidden costs when building the sanctuary has once again left Kitty & Puppy Haven virtually bankrupt. Fundraising for our sanctuary animals is an ongoing battle, and as always rely and depend 100% on the generosity of the public. 

You can help us make a difference by supporting our sanctuary by adopting our puppies or kittens. Every kitten and puppy that is adopted from our shelter makes place for another rescued animal to be given a second chance. Please avoid impulse buys from especially Pet Shops. Pet shops are not concerned about the health of your kitten or puppy.  They are focused on the food, the carrier, toys and all the accessories that you will buy from the shop.  Puppies and kittens are being sold as young a 4 weeks when they are unable to eat properly and should still be feeding off the mother.  Pet shops will tell you that they have dewormed and vaccinated the animals, but are unable to give you proof of this. Adopt from a pet shop; please be prepared to spend hundred of rands on veterinary bills.  Pet shops should be banned from selling any puppies or kittens. Boycotting the pet shops and adopting from a responsible welfare will help towards this ongoing problem.
We desperately need to home our animals, particularly kittens.  We are currently sitting with over 90 kittens that need homes. December is generally a quiet month because of the holidays and people going away on holiday. So if you want to adopt either a kitten or puppy, refer your family and friend to Kitty & Puppy Haven – you can help us make a difference by adopting responsibly. Your adoption fee includes 2 vaccinations, deworming as well as sterilization costs.
Shame on You! What we are about to tell you, will now shock you beyond words.  Many of the rescued animals that come from the townships, is largely due to ignorance and lack of education about the importance of sterilization and how to look after an animal. Here is the shocker. We received a call for help from Lynn, a resident at a prestige complex in Midrand that the ex-headmistress of Linksfield Primary school (name), tried to drown kittens because they give her asthma. Unable to drown them, she then put them in a plastic bag and gave them to the body corp telling them to get rid of the kittens. Thankfully Lynn who lives in the complex was called in to intervene and the kittens were rescued. The residents in the complex are shocked at this animal abuse. We can understand ignorance and lack of education, but when a person that we have entrusted to run Linksfield primary school and ensure the education of our children and instill principles in them to grow up to be responsible adults, is guilty of such animals abuse, we feel we have the responsibly and inform the public of people like this by naming and shaming them in public.
A house sitter from the affluent suburb of Parkhurst whose owners had gone on holiday to Canada instructed him to drop off 2 fully pedigreed Persian cats at an animal welfare. The novelty of owning animals had worn thin and no longer was wanted. The boys ‘James & Dean’ are 9 months old, and are in excellent condition. Shelter life can be very stressful for especially Persians who have been house cats all their life. The brothers must be homed together to the ideal home.
A mommy cat and her kittens were brought into the shelter from Soweto after they were thrown into a reservoir to drown.  Sadly mommy and 2 of her kittens were dead when they arrived only 2 of the kittens survived.  This is a truly a miracle story. These kittens were malnourished, covered in faeces and in obvious pain from the neglect. They were taken to our vet who advised us that it was “touch and go” and that there was little chance of survival. These little guys not only survived against all odds, but restore our faith in Miracles. There were named “Tootsie & Twix” and are currently still in foster care but will be ready for homing within the next 2 weeks.

Not all is doom and gloom on the Kitty Haven side. A good day for us is when an adult finds a home. Our infamous Dr Jacques was rescued from a feral colony after his jaw had been broken after being hit by a car. Covered in blood and swollen face, his jaw had to be reset and broken teeth removed. This unbelievable, handsome cat settled down beautifully, and was always the referee when a cat (or dog) fight broke out. He was homed to spend his days in luxury at an old age home where he was promoted to entertainment manager giving the old dears’ hours of attention.
Our Puppy Haven is looking more like a doggie day spa than a shelter. With a beautiful feature water fountain, tiled runs and sunflowers for colour has brought life into the puppy area. 

We got an emergency call from Bekersdal that a Pitbull cross was tied to a tree and her 5 puppies were in a box. We pulled out all stops and Mommy and babies were rescued within the hour. Mommy whom we named Rushcka was malnourished, covered in mange and puppies were starving. Rushcka is a responding well to her new environment and puppies are thriving. Rushcka is soft natured and gentle and will need a special home to give this gentle soul the love and kindness that she DESERVES. The puppies will be ready for homes from 2nd week January.
If you are concerned about an animals well being – all it takes is a phone call to any animal organization. We received a call from a neighbor who was concerned about the constant cries from over the wall. Upon investigation we found that the people had gone on holiday leaving a pregnant dog without food.  The mommy had given birth to her litter and as means of survival had eaten one of her puppies to try and survive (puppy remains were found) – sadly however mommy died. Eight puppies were found next to a dead mommy and in the most shocking state of dehydration and starvation. They were brought to Puppy Haven and one of our adult dogs, Amy, whose puppies had all died, immediately took charge of the situation.  She groomed the puppies and allowed them to suckle on her.  We were substitute feeding the puppies and although she couldn’t produce any milk the sucking on her teats had a calming effect on these babies. Amy is definitely our star of the month. She is about 4 years old, rescued from Soweto and like all our adult dogs need a second chance. She has a kind, gentle nature and is good with children, cats and other dogs.
Amy’s foster babies are all ready for adoption. Visit our website to see pictures of Dino, Dainty, Dallas, Dotty, Delta, Dolly, Duffy, and Dixie.

As much as we all love tiny puppies and kittens – soooooo cute - it is sadly the adult dogs and cats that go unnoticed and are always overlooked. Adult dogs and cats not only make the most amazing pets they are not high maintenance and demanding as puppies and kittens. The highlight in our day is always when an adult finds a home- open your heart and mind to giving a home to an adult.

We are very happy to report that Willow the Dachshund who was found at a taxi rank in a box with slipped discs and had no use of her back legs (basically crippled) is doing fabulously. She was operated on and went into foster care while she recovered and has regained full use of legs. She was adopted into an unbelievable home and much to our delight came to visit over December.  Little snob pretended like she was never found in a taxi rank or lived for a short while in a shelter, and has always lived a live of luxury. We loved it!
Our boarding cattery thankfully was finished in time for our December bookings. Our beautiful decorated cattery received many compliments and our boarders were most impressed as they thought they were in kugels-paradise.
Our shop for puppy & kittens toys and accessories is a huge success. Our prices are very competitive. Our range of puppy treats is literally flying off the shelves. Support our shop; all proceeds go directly to the running costs of our welfare.
Running costs and veterinary bills for the shelter averages at about R80 000 per month. Fund raising is ongoing and, as we don’t receive any government funding we are dependent on corporate and private sponsorship to help us maintain our standards. We are always desperate food, especially kitten food. As many of the kittens rescued are from the townships we need to feed them good food to build their immunity. 

Wish list

Blankets

Towels

Cat Litter

Scratch Posts

Kitten food – Purina 1 for kittens or any veterinary kitten food

Cat & Dog beds

Litter trays

Stationery

Inkjet A4 glossy photo paper

A4 laminating sheets
Pens

Calculators

Scissors

Print Cartridges HP27 & HP22

Medial Equipment
Syringes 135 & 10 ml

Needles 21, 23 & 25

Latex examination gloves (medium)

We intend running our own in-house sterilization clinic to cut back on medical costs. We have already built our clinic on our premises and will need the following medical equipment – we will gladly accept second hand equipment

Operating table

Examination table

Spay kit

Sterilizer / Auto Clave 21 litre

Anesthetic machine

Breathing monitor


Calling all corporate or private companies, sponsor a mini-van or bakkie and advertise your name on the vehicle. This vehicle will assist in our emergency call outs - we need a mini-van or bakkie in working condition…
