September 2010, text only

LOG-BOOK: 

News about Greece is in blue.

All patients mentioned below one can find back in our monthly report.

September 1st:  it was 25 °Centigrade last night, but at 6 a.m. we saw already the first flashes of lightning. The long expected raindrops fell at 6.45 a.m. We hope this will continue !! And so it did, because at 7 a.m. we couldn’t see anymore the Table-mount due to heavy rainfall. We started teaching both trainees the “Noble Art of Stitching” > beginning on a thick piece of foam-rubber. Today it wasn’t warmer as 25 °Centigrade, and that’s making a difference of about a coat !! Today we made a picture of the leg of “Alex” (1)  > quite a difference compared with August 15th (2) !! “Pelly” is enjoying herself perfectly in the field behind our houses (a good  3000 M2) so we have to walk a lot bringing her back. She isn’t eating anymore in the morning > only wants “playing out”; in the evening however so much the better: she is snatching the plastic bag with fishes literally out of our hands !! At 5.58 p.m. a phone-call from Vasilía (Animal-lovers Society “Kivotós”) in Mytiléne about a tortoise, which was quite languid > will be sent by the 11 o’clock-coach tomorrow. Thereafter 2 Dutch visitors. At 7.33 p.m. a phone-call from Loutrá about a “big geráki” (bird of prey), which was injured in one wing > seems not to be shot. We’ll pick-up the bird early tomorrow. 

September 2nd:  it was only 20 °Centigrade last night, and one can call this somewhat fresh !! No victims last night. The “big geráki” we had in our hands at 8.30 a.m.; wasn’t so to say bíg, but quite fierce !! (3) See further at MEDITERRANEAN PEREGRINE FALCON. The whole morning several times little black-outs, which was quite difficult with computering. We received 4 Dutch visitors. In vain we have been waiting for the announced tortoise: Vasilía hadn’t been able finding someone bring the box to the KTEL, but she had forgotten informing us hereabout . . . .  !! It seems it will come now with the 6.45 p.m.-coach from Mytiléne . . . . ?? Today it was 25 °Centigrade. The tortoise we had in our possession at 7.27 p.m. > see further at SPURR-TIGHED TORTOISE. At 8 p.m. a phone-call from Mytiléne about a bat with damaged wings > will be sent tomorrow by the 11 o’clock-coach.

September 3rd:  last night 20 °Centigrade. All patients were still alive this morning. We have transferred the Yellow-legged Gull out (in any case for the morning-hours > maybe he will become a bit more lively. Pigeon 10-172 (August 23rd ’10) was transferred with colored foot-rings to the pigeon-cage in “The Keep”. After we had cleaned with a tooth-brush the yesterday taken-in Spurr-tighed Tortoise, we could see what a damage the teeth of a fox or dog gad caused to the shell (see for the pictures at SPURR-TIGHED TORTOISE). We have first covered all with Hansaplast-spray. Trainee Debbie has passed her stitching-examination; Lieke will try to do so tomorrow. In vain we have waited at the Shell-station for the bat: nothing on board. And we were already home again when there was a phone-call that they hadn’t succeeded putting this little animal on the coach (but giving us a call hereabout ?? Forget it !!). Will now be brought this afternoon. At 12.32 p.m. a phone-call from the Dasarcheío in Mytiléne about a bird which still now is on the island of Límnos and will be transported by ferry to here. Will be brought tomorrow by 5 p.m. And this should be quite a special one, because for a pigeon they won’t take so much trouble !! A good 25 °Centigrade today. Of course the bat was brought exactly at the moment we took the doggies out at 3.20 p.m. > so caused some troubles. But see further at PIPISTRELLE BAT.

September 4th:  21 °Centigrade last night. No victims early this morning. The Pipistrelle Bat was unchanged 2 gram > trying to release tonight. As well the purple Dark Barn Owl will be released tonight. We have removed the hanging cast from the wing of the Yellow-legged Gull > could be released as well now. The Pigeon yesterday transferred to the pigeon-cage in “The Keep” was taken back at 8 a.m. > both eyes were completely glued with sand. Started with treatment with CAF-cream. The fracture-spot of the wing of the Peregrine Falcon isn’t smelling well !!

Release: 

at exactly 10 a.m. we could release in the Tsianás-river the almost adult Yellow-legged Gull (10-181; August 30th ’10). Needed some stimulation from our side to move, but thereafter there was standing, stretching of the wings and walking.

Trainee Lieke did her stitching-examinations today and she as well passed. Today 27 °Centigrade. At 3.25 p.m. the purple Dark Barn Owl was fed for the last time here as a preparation for her release tonight. The Dasarcheío was here exact at 5 p.m. with a huge cardboard box, marked on all sides with huge letters SOS Πουλιά, which only can mean SOS Birds !! Evidently they didn’t know how to write the word “Careful” in Greek . . . . > however, no huge bird was present but four small and one bigger cage with therein all song-birds, seized on Límnos. And because we have an official permit, the birds came over here. They were Goldfinches, a Greenfinch and a Twite (the last one must be reported, because it’s rare here) > so see over there. In principle the birds will be released in spring next year. At 6.03 p.m. was set free in the deserted houslet the purple Dark Barn Owl (10-158; July 27th ’10) (4). Tomorrow we’ll have a look if she still is present. By the way, we have again a yellow weather-alert due to expected thunderstorms !! At 8.20 p.m. we have tried to release the Pipistrelle Bat, but without success due to or too heavy winds, or not yet capable flying well. 

September 5th:  22 °Centigrade last night. In the Sick-Bay all were still alive. The juvenile Bat was 3 (+1) gram. We couldn’t measure anymore the Peregrine Falcon > was too wild. In the deserted houslet the purple Dark Barn Owl was still present at 6.10 a.m. All birds, yesterday brought-in from Límnos were still alive this morning. Due to the presence of the Goldfinches we had to enrich the presented food in the Aviary with thistle-seed. From the foot of the Kestrel from Chíos we could scrape away lots of dead tissue. Meanwhile we have reported the presence of the Twite over here to the authorities. Today 28 °Centigrade. We received 1 Dutch visitor.

Release:

at 8.30 p.m. we have set free in the deserted houslet (where no Little Owls can enter) the juvenile Pipistrelle Bat. Tomorrow-morning we’ll have a look if she is still there.

September 6th:  a good 22 °Centigrade last night. The blind Dark Barn Owl (10-079; May 26th ’10) is already some days eating difficultly and is sometimes refusing completely. Reason ??

Releases: 

at 5.57 a.m. the purple Dark Barn Owl wasn’t present anymore in the deserted houslet, while at 6 a.m. no Pipistrelle Bat could be found anymore. For the latter we have searched the whole space, but nothing could be found. So 2 successful releases !!

We’ll try to measure the Peregrine Falcon when we change the splint > legs and bill are taped and she isn’t able to fight so much anymore. This will be done however only once in two days. And we have succeeded doing so !! Was at intake September 2nd 700 gram; this morning 846 gram !! The wing-injury isn’t smelling so badly anymore. At 9.43 a.m. Carla phoned about some puppies in Skála Kallonís. The eyes were already open > in spite of that she was told to bring them. She was here at 10.16 a.m. > see further at PUPPY. The Ruddy Shelduck was seen sitting on top of the trunk in the cage at 10.45 a.m. > so can do more with the wings than expected. (5)  We received two Dutch visitors. Today 26 °Centigrade. We received the message from the Greek Ornithological Society that the report about the Twite was the first ever in Greece > if we could send some pictures !! At 3.15 p.m. a phone-call from the Shell-Station that an animal was delivered over there > a.s.a.p. we have picked it up. See Further at PIGEON. At 4.30 p.m. a visit from our supreme chef here on the island with train: the top-official (fem) of the Dasarcheío about the Twite. We have caused a lot of sensation in Ornithological Greece !! And we got the compliment that we “did indeed quite important work here on the island” > so let it be written !! At 9.55 p.m. still a phone-call from an English woman about a kitten with severe rhinotracheitis > she’ll pass-by tomorrow-morning with the little one. 

September 7th:   22 °Centigrade last night, so it’s cooling a bit. “Spitz” is fast going backwards > is having more and more “insults” and due to this quite an injury under the right eye !! So . . . . ?!?! The thick foot of the Kestrel from Chíos is diminishing well now. We didn’t succeed yet taking a good picture of the Twite > being outside the Aviary one can see him well (but the netting is disturbing a good picture) and being inside he constantly is flying !! The kitten whereabout we were phoned yesterday-evening, arrived at 8.43 a.m. > see further at KITTEN. At 10 o’clock “Pelly” was fed her last fishes over here before she will go return to Skála Kallonís after midday. We were phoned by a man who wanted to “dump” here his puppies; when we refused and gave him the phone-numbers of the Animal-lovers Societies on the island, he started abusing us . . . . !!

Back: 

at 12.55 p.m. “Pelly” was delivered intact again at the shipbuilder’s in Skála Kallonís.

Today 26 °Centigrade. The Pigeon, taken-back September 4th from the pigeon-cage in “The Keep” was found laying on his back and with trampling legs at 5.15 p.m. Had an empty crop as well . . . . ?? 

September 8th:  22 °Centigrade last night and in the Sick-Bay we found at 5.40 a.m. the yesterday already mentioned Pigeon dead in the cage. The injury of the Peregrine Falcon is smelling better and better and is leaking only a small amount of liquid. Has no splint anymore, but only a hanging cast (and of course Dermisol-cream). Today again the weekly meat-cutting-day and Ineke has, together with Janice, processed 13,540 kilo (for 94,51 Euro; total now this year 667,464 kilo for 4504,63 Euro). We have heard from Julie in Eftaloú that the she-cat “Molly” (10-165; August 7th ’10) will come back tomorrow due to tumor-recidives in both ears.

At 10 o’clock we started to introduce “Spitz” for the final decision by giving him to drink a mixture of 10 cc Largactil and 10 cc milk. During the felling asleep he wasn’t left alone, because the little “Mamalou” crept above him  . . .  (6) At 10.15 a.m. we have given him the last injection, whereafter at 10.22 a.m. he had passed away very quietly

Today  27 °Centigrade. After the siesta still 2 Dutch visitors who strictly speaking came to visit “Pelly”, but who (after having heard that she was back again) had interest as well for the other patients. When everything is going according to agreed, the Ruddy Shelduck will be taken tonight to be re-homed well outside the village.

Re-homing: 

at 6.25 p.m. was handed-over to Bábis (who has taken-over in the past more disabled waterfowl) the Ruddy Shelduck (10-171; August 21st). He has had this species before and knows what to do.    

At 7.03 p.m. Julie phoned that there was a cat which was bitten by a dog and who was strictly speaking more urgent than “Molly” > so will come tomorrow in stead of “Molly”. 

September 9th:  a good 22 °Centigrade last night. All remnant patients were still alive early this morning> from the foot-sole of the Kestrel from Chíos we could remove a lot of “cheese” > injury seems to be clean now. Because the ex-Tom-Cat “RíSta” was eating badly the last days and as well was scratching the right ear in such a way that the skin was quire damaged, we have “flattened” him this morning for an extended examination > so see further at TOM-CAT. The announced cat from Eftaloú was here at 9.52 a.m. > see further at TOM CAT. At 11.06 a.m. a phone-call from Tónia in Mória about a pigeon which should be bitten by a cat. Will be sent by the 6.45 p.m.-coach from Mytiléne. Because we had hardly any space anymore in the cup-board with working-clothes in the House-next-door and we had lost the arrangement a bit, we have started creating more place by transferring the sheets etc. from there to another cup-board in the same room. For that smaller cup-board we must make shelves out of the old shutters of that house. The working-clothes can be sorted out in seize better now. Today  28 °Centigrade. After the siesta 2 Dutch visitors. There after we received 4 people of whom three (from Mytiléne) had delivered in July 2007 a juvenile Spurr-tighed Tortoise. That one was meanwhile released March 26th of this year. The brought with them food for TERRAPINS > when one is noticing this no wonder so many pets die an early death in Greek households !! The 4th visitor came from Italy. The announced pigeon we had in our hands at 7.23 p.m. > see further at PIGEON.

September 10th:  23 °Centigrade last night. All patients were still alive early this morning. The Kestrel from Chíos was seen eating on his own at 7.30 a.m. > that’s very quick !! So doesn’t need to be taken-in for the night and only we taken from the aviary for treatment of the foot. The Tom-Cat from Eftaloú was “defathered” this morning by both trainees; there were no complications. Further more injuries we couldn’t detect: an already perforated abscess in the left cheek was empty. While we were cleaning the left eye of “Mamalou” this eye perforated spontaneously > the right one (in spite of a punction) not yet. At 9.23 a.m. a phone-call out of the medical station in Anemótia, that someone had a quite beautiful bird in his hands (Hoopoe ??) which he intended to bring us. So we went downwards and had the bird in our hands at 10.15 a.m. > see further (indeed) at HOOPOE. We received 2 Dutch visitors. Today it became 29 °Centigrade.

September 11th:  quite a stormy weather and 21 °Centigrade. In the Sick-Bay all were still alive early this morning, but the neutered Tom-Cat from Eftaloú is laying apathetically and is refusing to eat. We have transferred the Scop’s Owl back to his cage in “The Keep”. Now have a look how he is performing over there. The bandage is definitively removed from the foot of the Kestrel from Chíos. We have transferred two Pigeons to the pigeon-cage in “The Keep” for wildering and flying-practices: 10-175 (August 24th ’10) and 10-189 (September 6th ’10). It’s blowing soo hard that our flag is starting tearing into rags !! Today it became 26 °Centigrade and several parts of Greece have a RED weather-alert for today and tomorrow due to heavy rain-fall and thunderstorms !! We have yellow !! With a lot of muscular strength, the use of two wrapping-towels and the employment of as well a double Nelson as a hold, two people can succeed feeding the Tom-Cat from Eftaloú, “Moústaka”. Thís really can be named force-feeding !! 

September 12th:  22 °Centigrade last night and in spite of the weather-forecast it isn’t raining yet. In the Sick-Bay all patients were still alive and the two Pigeons, yesterday transferred to the pigeon-cage in “The Keep” were still alive and kicking. “Moústaka” was a bit more lively this morning and was seen eating on his own !! Exactly at 8 o’clock it started raining softly. Checking the wing-injury of the red Hoopoe the very strong suspicion has risen that the bird is shot from below: 2 clear inshot-holes are visible, while the corresponding holes on top of the wing are quite a lot bigger. The fracture hasn’t healed yet. We could see well now that the wing-injury of the Peregrine falcon was caused by an electricity-cable: the imprint of the cable could be seen well. Injury was leaking stinking fluid > dirty feathers were removed and further treated with Dermisol-cream. Exactly at 9 o’clock the first thunderclap fell, but for the time being that was all. It became not warmer as 24 °Centigrade today, under an oppressive clouded sky. We first received two Greek visitors: a father from Athens with his little son from Mytiléne. Thereafter came Vesna Jones (from the Greek Animal Rescue) from London together with two people from the 2nd Animal-lovers Society from Mytiléne. From Vesna we heard that our “toko” still was the best documented and best organized one was she ever had seen > so let it be written !! After the feeding at 5 p.m. the red Hoopoe was tumbling after he/she was placed-back into the cage > reason ?? We couldn’t detect further injuries. At 7.15 p.m. he was laying on the bottom with a strange turned neck > Tetanus ?? Was still alive at 9.50 p.m.

September 13th:  it was 21 °Centigrade last night. In the Sick-Bay all patients were still alive at 4.50 a.m., but for the red Hoopoe this was all we could say. “Moústaka” was a lot more alert and active. And to our relief it showed at 7.15 a.m. that he had as well made water as relieved himself > for the first time since his intake here September 9th !! We had made already preparations catheterizing etc. him again under a light total anesthetic . . . .  The red Hoopoe was at 7.15 a.m. still gasping for breath like a goldfish out of the water > with 15 IU T-61 we have stopped the suffering !! Today again meat had to be processed: 11,690 kilo (for 79,05 Euro; total now this year 679,154 kilo for 4583,68 Euro) which happened by Ineke & Janice with assistance from Debbie and Lieke. We’re preparing “Moústaka” for transport to Belgium > if everything is going according to plans he’ll leave next Friday for Holland. So he was vaccinated today for the first time. Today it was 24 °Centigrade. After the siesta still 2 Dutch visitors.

September 14th: 20 °Centigrade last night. No victims early this morning and the whole metabolism of “Moústaka” is again like it should be. The fracture of the Peregrine Falcon is still leaking a lot and there is dead tissue present inside as well. With the work we started already September 9th (making space and place in the cup-boards in the House-next-door), we could continue and finish it today. The towels, sheets, pillow-cases etc. are now stored in another cup-board, and as soon we can find some time we’ll re-organize the working-clothes. Two Dutch visitors today and it was 25 °Centigrade.

September 15th:  again 20 °Centigrade last night and all patients were still alive early this morning. And while we have checked the tortoise-pen every day several times for just hatched baby-tortoises, we found after all at 7.35 a.m. a drowned little one in the water-basin. We have tried bringing-back life, but without success. It was a Spurr-tighed Tortoise with a body-weight of 14 gram. (7) We could remove indeed huge lumps of dead tissue from the wing of the Peregrine Falcon > so is becoming a “permanenty” . . . . !! We have received the message that “Moústaka” will leave next Tuesday for Belgium. This morning he was already micro-chipped and vaccinated against Rabies. Almost  25 °Centigrade today. 

September 16th:  21 °Centigrade last night. We could remove again dead tissue from the wing of the Peregrine Falcon, but not so much as yesterday. All paper-work for “Moústaka” is finished meanwhile. We received an ecclesiastical visitor from Belgium. Today it became almost 27 °Centigrade. At 5.30 p.m. a phone-call from the island of Chíos that they are sending an injured (shot) Grey Heron with the ferry which will arrive at 10.30 p.m. in Mytiléne. We will be informed later and we can make our arrangements, because at that hour we don’t drive anymore. At 7.10 p.m. a phone-call from Chíos that the bird won’t be sent anymore to us, but to the main-land because . . . . the ferry had already left hours before and they had supposed that . . . . !! Greeks . . . .  ?!?! #@#@#$%

September 17th:  last night again 21 °Centigrade. Little “Mamalou” is trying catching flies which are landing on the floor and she is making the most funny capers doing so. However, we must perform a surgery very soon, because her left eye is goggling a lot now. We received 2 Dutch visitors: the people who are taking with them “Moústaka ” next Tuesday. Today it became 28 °Centigrade. Several times electricity disappeared before siesta-time, which was quite inconvenient during computering. As well the outdoor-Tom Cat “Pappa” as the blue Jackdaw (09-102; released February 23rd ’10) aren’t seen anymore already for several days . . . . ?? We have decided operating “Mamalou” next Monday (20th). By seven p.m. the pump of the Aviary started behaving strangely > at once disconnected.

September 18th:  and again 21 °Centigrade last night. Checking the water-deposit in the Aviary it showed being quite filled > however two young rats had seen the opportunity reaching the water and had no swimming-license > the input of the pump was blocked. The Little Owls will enjoy this tonight !! We have removed the “sport-tape-coat” from the shell of the Spurr-tighed Tortoise and the bitten spots only covered with Hansaplast-spray. “Thanks to” the strikes hardly anything could be bought in Supermarkets anymore, so we’re in trouble now with food for as well cats as smaller birds-of-prey !! We have measured little “Mamalou”: was 780 gram. Today again it became almost 28 °Centigrade.

At 9.23 p.m. we found our outdoor Tom-Cat “Earl Grey” poisoned and dead close to the house laying in the street. He was “suddenly” present January 1st 2009: (8 & 9) and has never left us ever since. From our Log-Book of that date: The place in the empty marten-nest is meanwhile occupied by quite a huge grey Tom-cat (with quite a stupid high “children’s voice”), which is named by us “Earl Grey”. He is hardly fitting in the nest-box ! It’s a house-cat, which in one way or another lost his home > we could stroke him already after some days and he loves it being rubbed up. It’s only a bit problematically with the other stray cats, which are eating here (“Brother”, “Friend”, “Pappa”, “Prummel” and “Big Boy”) and which (except from two of them) are hardly touchable !! Jumped on the lap of every visitor here and has had the time of his life over here. Had got his bit of konserva for the night at 7.10 p.m. and always went hereafter for a turn . . . .

We fear now “Pappa” has had the same experience . . . . Luckily we found a picture of him in our archives before he was expelled from the marten-nestbox by “Earl Grey” January 1st 2009. (10)
September 19th:  last night 22 °Centigrade. No further victims last night: “Pinky” had been sleeping in the Surgery like usually and as well “Poekie” as “Friend” were present this morning. From the wing of the Peregrine Falcon we could remove again a lot of dead tissue out of several holes. 

We have buried “Earl Grey” next to and close against his friend “Spitz”; just like they were laying against each other in better days in the street in the sun in front of our house . . . .

Today it became 29 °Centigrade. At 1.42 p.m. a phone-call from a woman who has seen an injured fox in the neighborhood of Achladerí > so we went over there “low-flying”. Fox showed to be move vivid than expected so this produced nice pictures of “battle-horses”, gallantly galloping over the hard earth-clods hunting for the fox. It’s a real pity we were so busy with the catch that those pictures couldn’t be made. At last Debbie could catch her at 2.08 p.m., whereafter she was transported to the bench with the extra-help of the dog-catcher. So see further at VIXEN.

September 20th:  last night again 22 °Centigrade. All patients were still alive early this morning. Little “Mamalou” was kept sober because of the surgery later this morning. The Vixen still is getting fluid subcutaneously, but is starting swallowing as well !! The only sense-making explanation we could have found for her strange mouth-injuries, is electricity: exhaust-pipe of a car is impossible, after battery-acid the tongue should have burning-marks as well, “life fire” should have caused more damages, so trying to bite through a high-voltage-cable remains the only possibility. At 7.57 a.m. “Mamalou” got her injection whereafter at 8.03 a.m. the surgery started > see further at KITTEN. We could remove quite a lot of ticks from everywhere at the Vixen and she let us do so without any problem. Today again the weekly meat-cutting-day and in total 15,165 kilo (for 107,17 Euro; in total now this year 694,319 kilo for 4690,85 Euro) had to be processed. This happened by Ineke & Janice and Debbie & Lieke. We could clean further the injury of the Vixen (she didn’t like this so much) and lots of maggots could be removed . . . . !! Today again 29 °Centigrade. In the siesta we were phoned from Mesótopos about a juvenile Pigeon > however the owner wants to try it on his own in spite of our other advices, so . . . . ?? After the siesta 2 visitors from Holland, but the conversation was mainly in English because the he was from the USA.

September 21st:  and still 22 °Centigrade last night. All patients were still alive early this morning, but there is more wrong with the Vixen than only the mouth-injury . . . . !! Meanwhile she is given only fluid by os; not anymore subcutaneously. Little “Mamalou” isn’t yet like she was before the surgery, but she has started already purring. At 7.40 a.m. was discovered in the tortoise-pen of the LWH a baby tortoise which wasn’t drowned > so see further at BABY SPURR-TIGHED TORTOISE. “Moústaka” got a little injection (subcutaneously) to make the trip a bit more comfortable for him and for his “foster-parents”. He was taken from here at 8.55 a.m. We received 2 Dutch visitors. The stitches which held temporarily closed the eye-lids of “Mamalou” were removed and we continued with the treatment with CAF-cream. The Vixen is having more and more convulsions . . . !! Today it became only 25 °Centigrade. By 6 p.m. still 2 Dutch visitors. Late in the evening we heard that “Moústaka” had arrived safe (and without problems).

September 22nd:  19 °Centigrade last night and at 4.40 a.m. all patients were still alive. The Vixen was breathing quietly, but at 5.15 a.m. it was stock-still in that cage . . . . !! The snow-white Pale Barn Owl probably doesn’t believe in it anymore and like one can see in the statistics there is an evident line downwards. First we received 2 Dutch visitors and during this visit we were phoned from Sykoúnda about a (shot ??) geráki (bird of prey) > so we went for a ride to pick it up. And while we were on the road, the discoverers of little “Alex” came to bring a bag of cat-food. The bird of prey we had in our hands at 11.25 a.m. > see further at HONEY BUZZARD. Meanwhile the feeding-rounds were perfectly done by Lieke and Debbie !! It was only 23 °Centigrade today. The wing of the Peregrine Falcon is meanwhile so “rotten” (literally !!), that we have decided to amputate tomorrow. At 4.34 p.m. a phone-call from a house close to the apartment-complex “Kallonís-Village” in Skála Kallonís about a “Búfos” (Eagle Owl) with a broken wing. So we went for a ride and picked it up at 4.55 p.m. > see further at BARN OWL (cross-breed). 

September 23rd:  it was 20 °Centigrade last night and all patients were still alive at 4.40 a.m. After we had brought the Peregrine Falcon under an anesthetic and we opened the place, it showed that the gangrene had penetrated already till in the arm-pit, so now the prognosis had changed into “infaust” and we had to put her down . . . . !! For the umpteenth time it appeared that against electrocution-injuries nothing can be done !! The amputaion0injury of the yesterday taken-in Barn Owl is smelling well by the way. We started giving her “solid food” and this happened as well with the Honey Buzzard. We received Martijn, our ex-trainee from 2003, with his attractive partner. Today it became 24 °Centigrade. Cleaning the pigeon-cage in “The Keep” the inhabitants were counted as well: at least 25 adult birds and still 4 in two nests. At 4.20 p.m. was discovered again in the tortoise-pen of the LWH another just hatched one > so see further at BABY SPURR-TIGHED TORTOISE. At 5.17 p.m. we were phoned by Natasja in Skála Kallonís that she’ll pass-by tomorrow with 5 puppies for euthanasia.

September 24th:  20 °Centigrade last night and we woke-up in a pitch-dark village without street-lightning > quite difficult taking the doggies out !! All patients were still alive at 4.40 a.m. The amputation-injury of the Barn Owl is still smelling well and there is no gangrene (till now on). The eyes of little “Mamalou” are becoming more quiet thanks to the used Tobradex-cream. The eyes are open normally and from a distance one can’t see there is something wrong. At 9.44 a.m. Natasja arrived with 5 puppies > so see further at PUPPY. The Staff of the LWH went to the airport in Mytilene to welcome the crew of the AOC-Oost; all the patients which had to be fed were “served” perfect by Lieke & Debbie. It became almost 24 °Centigrade today. We had to cool down a bit our male Marginated Tortoise “Grandad” under the cold tap, because he was seriously busy forcing his partner “Granny” to have sex with him; even for tortoises the rule is that “when a woman says no, she means no” . . . . !! Later this day he showed being capable doing it “normal” as well . . . . By six p.m. we had a meeting with the project-leader of the AOC-Oost about the plans for the coming three weeks.

September 25th:  and again 20 °Centigrade last night. No victims under the patients at 4.40 a.m. The Barn Owl with the amputated wing showed having vomited a lot yesterday. We have counted the amount of tortoises in the tortoise-pen: 16 Spur-thighed Tortoises, 5 Marginated Tortoises and 1 Mediterranean Tortoise. We first received 2 Dutch visitors and thereafter came the whole crew from the AOC-Oost to meet us; they were showed around as well. Special for them we performed a P.M. on the Peregrine falcon: showed to have been indeed a female (ovarie was found) which was bloated, but which was as well filled inside on one spot with dozens and dozens of roundworms !! It became a good 25 °Centigrade today. The Barn Owl with the amputated wing continued the whole day vomiting all the given food > doesn’t believe in it anymore evidently. Was found laying on the bottom of the cage at 5.10 p.m. and at 5.22 p.m. she had passed-over into another dimension. Due to all stress of today we have forgotten mentioning that on behalf of a Pet-shop-owner in Variá a big sack with cat-biscuits (useful for us) and as well a big sack with dog-biscuits (not useful for us > will be transferred to the Shelter in Skála Eressoú) were delivered over here.   
September 26th:   22 °Centigrade with rain last night. In the Sick-Bay all patients were still alive at 4.40 a.m., but the old orange Barn Owl (08-144; July 31st ’08) is worsening hard: refused to eat and the two tumours above the left eye are not only palpable any more, but visible as well !! We have an orange weather-alert due to expected thunderstorms and rain. So no need for cooling because that will happen automatically !!

At 7.18 a.m. our outdoor-cat “Friend” was found succumbing a bit downwards in the street >  we were too late to help him. Was poisoned . . . .  !! And 7 minutes later our “Poekie” (04-016, February 7th 2004) was found already complete stiff and poisoned as well next to the sand-box in the court-yard of the House-next-door; the spot where he loved to sleep . . . . !!

In the tortoise-pen was discovered at 7.30 a.m. a just hatched one > see further at BABY SPURR-TIGHED TORTOISE. The orange Barn Owl was discovered not alive anymore at 8.25 a.m. During the P.M. it showed that there were 3 tumours (lipoma) above the eye-socket, coming from the nasal cavity via the inner eye-corner. Dumping the corpses of the Barn Owls it showed there were more dead cats in the dust-bin . . . . !!

The four of us have buried “Poekie” next to his friend “Earl Grey” and Ineke has gone to the police to inform against unknown ones.

From the crew of the AOC-Oost there is started with the repair of the door of the Zoökomeio. We received 3 Dutch visitors. Today it became 26 °Centigrade. The only remnant released Jackdaw (the red one; 08-081 > June 5th ’08) is as well not seen anymore for several days . . . . ?? We have given the Pigeon with the cat-bites from Mória (10-193; September 9th) colored rings so he/she can be transferred to the pigeon-cage in “The Keep” tomorrow. Nothing could be detected anymore from the injuries. 

September 27th:   22 °Centigrade last night, but in any case it was dry. In the Sick-Bay all patients were still alive early this morning. The yesterday ringed Pigeon was transferred to the pigeon-cage in “The Keep” at 6.08 a.m. At the same moment we had to take back the Pigeon, bitten as well by a cat (10-163; August 2nd ’10) which was transferred to there August 28th: had now water-thin droppings and the eyes aren’t like they should be. Started with CAF-cream. The crew of the AOC-Oost started the day here with removing lots of hall-dirtying-grapes from our vine > the ones which were eatable they took with them, while the rest was for the goats of neighbor Yiánnis. As well there was continued with the door of the Zoökomeio. The transparent roof of the cage of the Eagle Owls, which was heavily damaged some time ago during a nightly rescue-operation of an Eastern Hedgehog, was repaired again. Today again the weekly meat-cutting-day and in total was processed 15,245 kilo (for 108,17 Euro; total now this year 709,564 kilo for 4799,02 Euro), which happened by our normal crew, enlarged with some people from the AOC-Oost. The door of the Zoökomeio meanwhile has got a new underpart (was complete rotten-away) (11) and we bought paint for this door and for the iron parts of the aviaries which need to be painted as well. 

Rain problems

Heavy overnight rain in Thessaloniki on Saturday led to the fire service being called out 14 times to pump water from basements. Meanwhile, the Hellenic Wildlife Hospital (EKPAZ) on the island of Aegina also suffered damage on Saturday to a downpour that also led to the flooding of 20 houses.

It became a good 25 °Centigrade today. 

September 28th:  20 °Centigrade last night and it was dry. No victims early this morning, but the yesterday taken-back Pigeon isn’t quite well at all. In the court-yard of the House-next-door meanwhile all dirt-causing-in-the-house grapes are removed. The job was a bit risky, so we didn’t let it do by the AOC-Oosters. At 9.52 a.m. a phone-call from Mólivos about a cat with a fish-hook in the eye-lid > they will see how to get the poor one over here. We received French-speaking visitors (1 from Brussels [B] and the other from Ambérieu-en-Bugey [close to Lyon, Fr]) who evidently were looking for a paid job with lodging. “Pinky” was locked-in in the Surgery after he came home with a fish . . . . !! Today again a good 25 °Centigrade. At 3.30 p.m. we have taken “Pinky” inside our house hoping he can agree with the other cats here . . . . > prevention of further poisonings in any case !! The taken-back Pigeon is so “far gone” that it won’t surprise us when tomorrow-morning . . . . !! The snow-white Pale Barn Owl is refusing since this morning all given food, no matter who is feeding !! So doesn’t believe in it anymore and so will . . . . !! At 5.30 p.m. “Pinky” had found a quiet place and till now on there was no significant hullabaloo.

September 29th:  almost 22 °Centigrade last night and “Pinky” had spent his first night indoor quite well. However, eaten he hasn’t yet. In the Sick-Bay the Pigeon was still alive, but that’s almost all that can be said. The snow-white Pale Barn Owl refused again all food and so had diminished quite a lot. At 6.07 a.m. the Pigeon was not alive anymore. No P.M. was done. The crew of AOC-Oost (the other half this time) started making the roof of “The Keep” free of sand and dirt because of the coming of the rain-season, there was continued with the door of the Zoökomeio, in our court-yard high-hanging grapes were removed and the cage of the Barn Owls in the Sick-Bat was done Spic-and-Span. At 10.23 a.m. a phone-call from the Agrotikí Stégi in Kallonís that they had received a birdie in a small cardboard box > so we went for a ride and picked it up > see further at HOUSE SPARROW. At the end of the morning we made a small excursion to the early-christian Basilica (and over there the brake of the left front-wheel suddenly broke down so we had to finish the trip with lots of noises) and to the landfill. It became 26 °Centigrade today. At 4.05 p.m. a phone-call from Mytiléne about a “geráki” which was dieing > the bird will be brought. And it was here at 4.35 p.m. > see further at Harris hawk. We received the message that “Molly” definitively will come tomorrow and that “Jára” will go back with the same transport. 

September 30th:  it was 21,5 °Centigrade last night and all patients were still alive at 4.40 a.m. The Harris’ Hawk was sitting complete upright !! “Molly” was brought at 8.55 a.m. and at 9 a.m. “Jára” left again. Today some “Rembrandts-to-be” were here and diligently (and sometimes breaknecked as well) was started painting the crow-aviary and the little-falcon-aviary. The door in between the food-hall and the Sick-Bay is already painted on one side. As well appointments were made for the ear-surgery on “Molly” tomorrow. Today it became 23 °Centigrade. At 4.22 p.m. the Harris’ Hawk went back with his overgrateful owner, who had come with a friend (from Káto Trítos) to see the birds of prey. 

Amount of present patients is now (at least) 144 (until September 30th 4:22 p.m.) 

Total amount of visitors this month:  059                     total this year: 0712)

Kinds of animals who are mentioned like this were for the first time in treatment in the L.W.H. 

Amount of kilometers (Animal-Ambulance) for bringing-in/releasing animals this month 282 (total this year 2638 kilometers)

Total amount of intakes this month: 033 [wild ones: 20; others 13, (total this year 247: wild ones 174, others 073; total since the start of registration in 1996: 4556) of which:

MEDITERRANEAN PEREGRINE FALCON (Falco peregrinus brookei): 1 adult ??, discovered September 1st in Loutrá. Closed fracture right humerus, with the surrounding skin quite damaged (electricity-cable ??). Hanging cast with Dermisol-cream. Is quite bity !! Was at intake 700 gram. (12) However: it’s a female so the body-weight must be in between 900 and 1300 gram !! (see as well September 12th, 14th & 15th) Due to progressive gangrene we had to put her down > see as well September 22nd & 23rd)

SPURR-TIGHED TORTOISE (Testudo graeca ibera): 1 male from about 9 years old. Quite a lot of damage to the shell; as well top-side as under-side. (13 & 14). After cleaning it looked as follows: (15 & 16) ) And after having received a good Sport-tape “coat”, the little man was transferred at 4.35 p.m. to the tortoise-pen. (see as well September 18th).

PIPISTRELLE BAT (Pipistrellus pipistrellus): 1 young female, which was quite under the normal weight > was only 2 gram !! Can’t eat yet mealworms, and so is fed with milk by an insulin-syringe. Was absolutely not injured and had 100% intact “wings”. (17) (see as well September 4th, 5th & 6th) 

GREENFINCH (Chloris chloris): 1 adult male. Seized on the island of Límnos, in spite of having a closed foot-ring. Got a colored ring over here.

GOLDFINCH (Carduelis carduelis): 1 males, 1 female and 2 juveniles. As well seized on Límnos. Received as well colored rings.

Twite (Carduelis flaviostris): 1 male, as well seized on Límnos. Got as well a colored ring. (18)

PUPPY (Canis familiaris): 9; the first four were about 10 days old from Skála Kallonís; well fed and the eyes already open. In spite of our principles they were still put down to prevent worse. The next five (1-4) had still their eyes closed > put down as well. They were covered by an open rose-flower . . . . !!

PIGEON (Columba livia dom): 2; the first came from/via Mytiléne; sent-in by Myrsíni Tourvalí who hadn’t reported the transport. Till now on only feather-parasites could be detected  > PINEX-spray and observation. (see as well September 11th) Number 2 was a juvenile and came from Mória. Was indeed bitten by cat(s) > a bit Emmenthal-cheese !! 3 x 15 IU Lincocin and tomorrow we’ll see more. Is in any case not life-threatening injured. (see as well September 26th). 

KITTEN (Felis catus): 1 small Tortoise-shell with severe rhinotracheitis. Both eyes are most probably complete “gone” > the left one in any case. There is a hole in the eye. Face was cleaned and both eyes treated with CAF-cream. Further (at least) one week 30 IU Baytril i.m. (19) (see as well September 10th). She underwent surgery September 20th and with a new technique (we hope this will work-out)” both goggling parts of the eye were removed (20), the eye-bulb was kept further intact and stitched continuously (Vicryl 4/0). Hereafter the eye-lids were closed temporarily: each with 1 U-stitch. (21)  

TOM-CAT (Felis catus): 2; the first came from the LWH: “RíSta” (08-152; August 6th 2008). Was eating badly the last days and had problems with the right ear. Under a light complete anesthetic ears were cleaned and treated with Otimectin. This will be continued the week to come. From the maxilla one incisor and from the  mandible three incisors had to be extracted. Number 2 came from Eftaloú and was covered with bite- & scratch-injuries. Maybe the ears have ear-mite as well, but at the moment of intake nothing could be done > he is still to restless. Will be neutered tomorrow as well and (if necessary) stitched. In any case he is missing both thumb-nails. Will get 7 x 50 IU Baytril. (see as well September 10th). Showed after the surgery during the recovering not having made water > had a huge urine-retention (abdomen was swollen and he showed pain during belly-massage. With the help of a catheter a good 85 cc urine could be removed. Now we hope he will start again on his own. (see as well September 13th & 15th) (22). Went September 21st via Holland to Belgium.  

HOOPOE (Upupa epops): 1 adult from Anemótia. Had been in the possession of the discoverer for at least 3 days during which the bird hadn’t eaten at all (most probably canary-food had been offered !!) Old open fracture of the radius/ulna right wing with dead tissue. Hanging cast was given and the spot was treated with Dermisol-cream. (23) Got a red ring right foot. (see as well September 12th & 13th) 

VIXEN (Vulpes vulpes): 1 adult, discovered on the military training-field just before Achladerí at the left side of the road. It was quite a “rounding-up” before she could be caught and placed into the bench. Was completely exhausted and had quite a damaged mouth (inside and outside, upper- and lower part) at the left side. This was cleaned a bit and treated with Dermisol-cream. Will have for the time to come only fluid; if necessary only subcutaneously. (24) (see as well September 22nd) 

BABY SPURR-TIGHED TORTOISE (Testudo graeca ibera): 3 from the tortoise-pen in the LWH; the 1st had hatched September 20th. Body-weight was 13 gram. The egg probably had get stuck under a stone or the mother has had problems with a hemorrhoid, because this one isn’t completely like it should be. Maybe the shell-deformation will improve a bit in the future. Received a letter A. (25) The 2nd was discovered September 23rd and so had hatched that day or the evening before. Was as well 13 gram, but was in perfect condition !! Received the letter B. (26) The 3rd was discovered in the morning of the 26th. Was 14 gram and received letter C. (27)

HONEY BUZZARD (Pernis apivorus): 1 adult female from Sykoúnda; quite rare spotted. She was within the norm for body-weight (660 gram and the norm is 600 – 1100 gram) and injuries we could detect neither. Superficial hit from traffic ?? So observation and as soon as possible a release, because it’s a migratory-bird. (28)

BARN OWL (cross-breed) (Tyto a.alba x Tyto a.guttata): 1 adult female, discovered in the garden of a house next to “Kallonís Village”. Open fracture a good week old of the humerus just above the elbow with a torsion of 180°. Still blood-circulation in the skin and in the muscles, but the bone-tissue was completely dead. Wing was amputated. Was at intake 275 gram (should have been 330 – 460 gram) and after the amputation 250 gram. (29) (see as well September 25th).

HOUSE SPARROW (Passer domesticus): 1 sub-adult male, discovered in or around Kallonís. No injuries could be detected > so observation. Was released already the afternoon (3.17 p.m.) of the day-of-intake > probably only flew against a window.

Harris’ Hawk (Parabuteo unicinctus):  1 quite young specimen, born in captivity in the USA and in the possession of the only falconer in our island (and one of the only 10 falconers in the whole of Greece). In spite of being kept in an aviary, people had thrown poisoned bite inside . . . . !! Was “treated” by one of the better vets on the island with Baytril (as if an antibiotic is working against poisoning !! So what we say more and more: got his diploma after buying 2 packets of margarine !!) but he had transferred the owner to us after all !! Half an ampoule of Atropine was injected and further it’s wait and see. Was sitting after 1 hour already a bit more alert. The falconer himself really was “slavering” seeing all the birds-of-prey we have. (30) The bird was sitting quite more upright at 7.25 p.m. (see as well September 30th).    

